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CHAPTER XIV. 

Ag they moved onwards, fc^owing the course 
of the S^e, along its southern side, the hum 
of the city gradually died away. They left the 
Hotel of the Invalids behind them towards the 
left, and passed parallel to the military school, 
and the Champ de Mars^ where the Pont de Jena 
now stands, and oppodte to the since projected 
mte of the palace of the king of Rome. The 
ni^ht was dark, and the river was visible bekiw 
them only by the light of the lamps which lined 
its banks, reflected deep into its bosom, and seem- 
ing a regular colonnade of brilliant pillars rising 
from the bottom of tlie stream. Cornelius was 
mlent, for hb mind was filled with thought, and 
he saw the necessity of clear connderation and 
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resolute reflection. Armand talked fluently, 
and detailed to his companion much of his re- 
publican career, which the latter listened to with 
great interest, as a basis for the regulation of his 
own conduct in what was to come. 

They reached at length the Plaine de Crenelle, 
and traversing its dreary paths, they arrived in 
about an hour under the kdge of the wooded 
hills which stretch from Meudon to the heights of 
St, Cloud, from which they are separated by the 
ravine that forms the road to Versailles. The 
moon rose fully, and shone upon the landscape, 
which is, in that point of view, the most beauti- 
ful in the environs of Paris. The Chateau of 
Bellevue, at that time inhabited by the king'*s 
aunts, but since demolished, stood on the top of 
tlie eminence, and a little lower down were the 
thickly planted grounds of the hill called Im 
Butte de Coaslin^ which had been laid out at 
great cost, by one of the mistresses of Louis XV. 
from whom the place takes its name. The white 
walls of the villa were freen through the spaces 
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af the vijaaUtaatif ifmmg tn the leAecdott of the 
nooa beam^fMid the fittie coOJge belov peeped 
eat bam the yoang trees and Arabs, io the 
spreadhig toBagt at whiA it seeois, at the pre- 
sent day , to hide finm the saonBer heau and the 
gaze of the admiraig traTcUer. The wooden 
bffid^ then old and crmnhBiig, stmched across 
the nrer, an olject far aaote picturesque 
than the splencBd eonstraction whose arehe« 
span it now; and above rase the thick wood of 
ScClood, wUch spreads far along the i 
and down to the banks that bocnKl its 



Comeiias stopped for nwhile in the i 
ptirtfa, on the brow of the hiD, along which his 
companion led the way; and while he comem- 
plated the cafan beanty of the ^esne, and fiek as 
if his whole thooghts could smoothly float on 
the sihrer-«tt£med stream, he was roused by 

^ Now, dtiaen, we are anmd, in the name at 
Iflieily i 
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Cornelius started at the summons, but recol- 
lected instantly the purpose be had in mind, and 
with an unhesitating ^ep he followed close upon 
his guide. They entered a cavity in the earth, 
almost wholly concealed by branching shrubs, 
and Armand having whispered some watch- wc^d, 
a man dressed in black received them in silence^ 
and motioned them to pass on. The passage 
was narrow and windii^, dimly Uglti^ at inter- 
vals by melancholy lamps, which shone on the 
dark walls, and shewed oceasion^y grim orna^ 
ments of skulls and bones. They penetrated 
far into one of those excavations which are 
formed all along the face (^ the InU, and which 
were originally intended for wine vaults, and 
most q£ them used as such. In the depth of 
one of these riioesaes, the society of the lUumi- 
nati held their secret meetings. Every thing 
which could impose on the minds of the weak^ 
or rouae the imagination of the enthusiastic pro* 
selyte, was studied in the decorations of the- 
cavern council-chamber and its^ approaches. 
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DiM h^bu, black hmgingi, acittcral nutm- 
Mats at desdi, aad Mrmcntof* of Martafoj 
vere dfapl^ed m ■enfty aad nlcnn jrraii|^ 
■Mot. AnnBdIed am fiiUovcd bjr Comcfiitt, 
who§eh mo friimt bttt i ^ti ■!< ficir tfe nii. 
pcMog ■iiiiMiij ; bat at length vboi they 
reached an ^yii>g ipaoe, vUch Anaand 
mmmitttmtfA at the anTi rh— hrr ai the ooincil 
moan, our he»o fltarted with hanw, and Cek htt 
blond ran dnU at he uhimi cd thtve or fimr 
naked cmpicsfyflig on the floor, in the hvtmm <d 
each of whicfa a di ^g gu - vai itnck, while fivna 
each a iHn'nai of fahiod ran tiickfing. 

lieh a ipecaei of tnanfih in the nioannfj cac 
imnon at alann, which Candam'% fine dis- 
played. Bnttfae latter oamtraed Im flnik in a 
ASBrentseate. He thoo^ he ttw n it the 

He Annk back, and turned his head raond 
with the Tiew of flyh^ ftont the pbse, when he 
obfifnral two aien dica w d in black, with naked 
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swords in their hands, who had followed silently, 
and made retreat impossible. They said, with 
an encouraging expression of countenance, 
^^ fear nothing, citizen ; this is but a preparatioa 
tor the test of your courage and virtue.'' 

" Do not hesitate, nor doubt me,'* whispered 
Armand : " be firm, or you are lost.'* 

With these words he knocked at a door 
before them, and on Ins replying still in whispers 
to some questions from within, it opened, dnd 
he and Cornelius once admitted, it closed i^ain, 
with a sudden sound, that was like the echoing 
sentence of eternal imprisonment. 

Three men of fierce aspect satatatable; their 
looks glanced wildly through their raven locks, 
and seemed to tell a story of ferocious thoughts 
and deeds. The chamber was, like the ap 
proaches to it, faintly lighted and sadly adorned. 
A book lay on the table, with writing materials 
Three or four daggers were its only other ftimi- 
ture, and their blades were steeped in blood. 

A few rapid questions were proposed to Ar^ 
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maDd,«s to die. name, age and qaaKcy of the 

friend whom he thus introdooed for mimwmm to 

the society. These answeied, and entered in the 

fegister, whidi kjr on the table, Ccrnefins was 

asked if he was ready to gire his first proof of 

hts patiiotisni, his derotion to the cause of 

freedom, and his hatred of its Ibes. He answered 

m the affirmatiTe ; and ibea it was demanded of 

Armand whether he was wiUiog to set the exam* 

pie to his friend of the deed which he would 

be called iqxn to pcfform. Armand refdied that 

he was^ and on the word, a curtain was drawn, 

whididiadosed a cave st31 darker than the other, 

from the n i a listin g tm hdJe depths of which 

low groans were beard to p roceed. They be- 

came gndeaOy loader, and finaDy a biood- 

stained coodi waslxoagfat forward by two men, 

and on which lay bound another, writhing in 

apparent^ agony* 

^ Take the dagger, brocher,* said the presi. 
dent in a hoDow, yet fierce tone. *^ Take the 
dagger, and strike the Aristocrat to die heart.* 

Armand seised the weapoi^ and adranced 
b3 
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towards the conctL The man who lay on k, 
and who seemed Buffering uuder the inflictbn of 
torture, no aoon^ saw the iqplifted weafxxi, than 
he uttered a shriek, which seemed to pierce Cor- 
ndius*s heart, and screamed aloud for mercy ! 

"No mercy for the Aristocrat— no hope for the 
Royalist,^' cried Armmid ; " Uood, blood, in the 
name of our oomitry and our revenge r and 
with the last vrotd he struck the dagger full 
against the supfdiant^s breast. A stream of 
hlood followed the weapon as he drew it haxk — 
a deeper groan issued from the body, and both 
executioner and victim were instantly concealed 
by the black curtain whi<^ fell between them 
and the witnesses of the deed. 

Cornelius stood diocked with astonishment 
and horror. A few nnnutes of dreadful »lence 
passed over, when the curtain was slowly raised, 
and the mute attendants carried forth a dead 
body, the poignaxd fast in its bleeding bosom. 
They passed the door, md Corneliuses heart sunk 
as he heard the dead weight ot the corpse fall 
on the earthen floor. 
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* The couch was agaia brought forward, and 
on it lay anothar man, apparently more ex- 
hausted ac mcNrejfirm than the first, for he only 
heaved heavy wghs, and but half turned his pallid 
face, and scarce open eyes, with indifference or 
insensibility on the scene. 

^^ Now, citizen, t^ke that dagger and rid the 
country of one enemy more, establishing your 
right to her gratitude, and our confidence. 
Take up the dagger,^ cried the president. 

Cornelius in the abstraction of terror, seized 
the weapon — advanced as it were instinctively 
towards the couch — raised his arm while his 
brain reeled — but started in instantaneous recol- 
lection of the scene bef(»re him, and of the deed 
he was about to commit. The dagger was fall- 
ing from his hand, when the prostrate man 
called to him in a smothered whisper, inaudible 
or unnoticed by the persons at the table, and the 
mute attendants, ^^ strike fearlessly, Cornelius- 
it is I, Armand— there is no reality in your 
blow; I wear acorselet, and your dagger's blade 
runs up into its own hilty^^^strike l^ 
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A iquick conviction flashed across Corneliuses 
mind. He saw that all was a hideous triek to try 
the nerves of the prosdytes. iie struck at the 
bosom of his pretended victim. The groan 
issued, and the blood flowed — and the curtain 
fell between him and the council-diamber. 

Armand sprang irpon his feet, and was with 
our hero hurried by the mutes into another 
room, where brilliant lights shewed' a party of 
upwards of a hundred young men, carousing, 
eating, drinking, and enjoying themselves, in 
strange contrast to the frightful ordeal through 
which the uninitiated were made to pass. This 
mockery of blood and horror was used, as Cor- 
neKtis had surmised, to prove the courage and 
desperation of those who wished for admittance. 
Those who had gone through the trial acted the 
part of the sacriflced Aristocrats. Dead bodies 
were procured from the hospitals and burial' 
grouncfe, and danger to the actors avoided by 
spring daggers, and concealed breast-plates, 
while bladders containing l^ood were made to 
burst by thehaimless Uows. 



TUB GAED£-DV-COEPS. 15 

After these inkiaUvy iMNrrors, which many 
of the highly excited youths would, in that hey- 
day of republican, frenzy, have gkmed in had 
they been, real, the newly admitted member was 
ail at onoe . introduced into the scene of featiYe 
enjojrment before described. Beyond that thest 
was nothing t^rible An oath of patriolism and 
secresy, a signal communicated, and a cartain 
sum deposited to aid the general fond, — and all 
the cesemoDies of installation were comp^^ted. 

Cornelius went through all, and retired with 
Armand, who excused his not having commimi- 
cated the unreal nature of the ceremonies to his 
companion on the pka cf his oath of. secncy. 
Cornelius admitted the excuse ; and . before 
morning he reached Paris, bearing a certificate 
of his civism, and cmsequent safety, and his 
head still troubled widi bewildering doubts at 
the truth of what had passed. 

From this night, in which he was: nominally 
enrcdled in the list (^ the Jacobins, and admitted 
into the fdlowship of their most cdebrated 
sect, our hero became, to all appeasance, one of 
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the most furiout of that fiiction. Introduced by 
Annand into the olube, and other ataemblies of 
the patriota, he wat considered a Malous conyert 
to their caiiie* He joined the national guard, 
and was appointed to a command in one of the 
sections of the city. In these capacities he had 
ftequent opportunities of sermg the queen, and 
the indulgence of an occasional admission to her 
presence, which be could not otherwise have 
obtained. He has often stood for hours of duty» 
firmly yet temperately protecting her in her own 
pahwe from the insults of his rabble associates. 
He many a time Toltrnteered the duty of guard 
upon her, and in his capacity of officer he has 
procured her frequent prirate interviews with 
the king, in the dark and secret corridor behind 
her apartments ; and more than once it fell to 
his lot to watch at the open door of her bedprooro 
for a whole nfght, pursuant to the brutal orders 
given him, and to alleviate the indignities she 
was exposed to^ by hk delicate respect, and hia 
ardent assurances of suppert and assistance. 
The dreavy winter of 1791 thus passed over. 
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dren, aod never neglected the duties* of her reU- 
gion. In one of its material offices she was 
mainly assisted by the intervention of Cornelius, 
and the aid of his friaid, our worthy priest; for 
the latter-was the clergyman, who, clandestinely 
introduced into the palace chapel by our hero 
on Easter morning long before the dawn ap- 
peared, officiated in the holy mysteries which she 
that day devoutly joined in* 

The 20th of June came on— that great foreruiv- 
ner of the more decisive 10th of August. On the 
former of these days, when the sections of Faris^ 
headed by Santerre, defiled through the halls of 
the palace, and (or hours held their royal prison- 
ers in a state of torturiilg uncertainty worse 
than actual death, our hero was among the ranks 
of the national guard ; and, true to his object, 
the service of the queen,, he stood close by her 
side in the council chamber, beyond which she 
could not penetrate in her efforts to get near ^o 
the king. Her distress at being thus separated 
from him in his danger was excessive ; and, at 
the very moment when he was diq>laying an 
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uDwcHited riiare of courage, and putting the 
soidier^s hand upon his breast to prore that it 
beat cahnly, she, upon hearing that Madame 
Elizabeth had personated her when the rabble 
called finr her, and was then with the king, ex- 
claimed, ^^ My aster with himl She, then, 
serves for the rampart which my body should 
form ! Let me, too, join him, and, if necessary, 
die in his defmce T ^ 

But the rush of the crowd prevented all ap- 
proadi, and she sat dowu beside a table, on- 
which she held the Dauphin sitting before her ; 
while his aster occufned a chair dose to her 
royal mother. 

Cornelius at this moment presented her with a 
tri-colourfcl cockad^ in the double view of fur- 
thering her safety by making her beu: the badge 
of patriotism, and of displaying to the feroe 
horde around him his assumed republicanism. 
She placed the cockade upon her head ; and the 
Dauphin, like his father, in another chamber, 
wore on his. the greasy bonnet rouge of a votary 
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of the bloody freedom which it was meant to 
symbolize. To these compliances with the po- 
pular feeling the lives of the royal party were 
probably owing, on that occaaon. 

From this day hope lay dead ; and the 10th 
of August came on, to make, as it were, its very 
memory extinct. It is needless to dwell cm the 
heart-rending scenes of that dreadful day. All 
that can be imagined of the mental sufferings of 
her whose feelings it is my more particular 
object to depict, must fall short of their reality ; 
and, as to hinu the hero of my tale, enough has 
been said to let the reader judge of the terrible 
violence of his emotion, in a cri^s which must 
have drivel it to its greatest possible excess. 
The accustomed fatality awttted this day on 
every measure taken by the king, when opposed 
to the queen^s courage and acute perception of 
events. Had the royal family remained in the 
palace of the Tuileries, there is but little doubt 
but it would have reasted the attack ; for many 
of the national guards, and most of the sections^ 
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Assembly, and the inclination of the king, pre- 
vailed over her repugnance, and she consented 
to the proposal. The royal family accordingly 
took their way across the gardens to the Hall of 
the Assembly : the palace was attacked, and 
desolation and carnage covered with their black 
and bloody wings the fall of the French 
monarchy. 

From that period till the judicial murder of 
the king, Cornelius lived in a state of continued 
agitation and suffering. He never saw the 
queen, finding all his efforts vain to gain admit- 
tance to the Temple where she was confined, 
without incurring suspicion, the consequence of 
which, in those times, was almost certain death. 
He was, however, indefatigable in efforts to 
serve her cause in every possible way. He 
assumed an exaggerated air of Jacobinism in his 
deportment and opinions, by which he gained a 
considerable share of influence in his section^ 
and he was thus enabled, in concert with others 
of the king^s friends, to bring about many alle- 
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Viations to the deplorable state of him and his 
hapless family. He entered into a strict inter- 
course and correspondence with all those likely 
to give a hope of relief, either externally or in 
France, and he thus aided, at a thousand risks, 
to foster in himself and others false hopes, which 
added tenfold to the shock of the ca]amitou<« 
result. 

Cornelius had an additional source of anxiety 
in Father O'Collogan, who was forced to quit 
Versailles from the violence of the persecutions 
to which all the clergy were subjected, and 
took refuge in disguise under the very roof of 
Cornelius's lodging. Many privations on the 
part of the priest, and stratagems on his friend's, 
were necessary to elude the vigilant eye of the 
jacobin police; but, by a rigid attention to 
Cornelius's suggestions and by the good luck 
which leads some men with safety through perils 
which threaten inevitable ruin. Father 0*Colio- 
gan escaped unharmed through the ^' Reign of 
Terror." 
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The king was at length ranoved from his 
prison to the scaflbld, having disjdayed through 
lingering months a wonderful continuance ot 
pasave courage, reagnation, benevolence, and 
dignified humility. His widowed queen had 
her cup of misery full ; but her brutal tyrants 
found the means to make it overflow. Terror 
for her children's safety was every hour on the 
stretch, racking her heart with the anguish oi 
anticipated ill ; and the saint-like devotedaess of 
her f ellow*6ufferer and more than sister, Madame 
Elizabeth, added new pangs on her account. 
Every thou^t was now turned on flight, and 
every energy of mind was called into action on 
the part <rf those who wished to snatch the suf- 
ferers from thdr impending fate. Numerous 
plans were formed, but abandoned firom various 
obstacles which made them evidently impracti- 
cable. One only wore the promise of success, 
and in that one our hero was a diief actor. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CoBXELnrs at lei^;tb suoeeeded in gettiBg 
hnnself uppointed ooe of the mmnopd ofieen, 
whoee do^ it was to guttd the royal [M ig oM ei ft , 
For some montlis after tbe Idng^s death, he 
occupied this post with great cautioii ; and, by 
wdl-£agiied seal in the discharge of its duties, 
he completely avoided all susfHcion of his dero- 
tion to her over whom he was expected to tyran- 
nize. He sounded deeply, but prudently, the 
hearts of his fdknr officers ; and, after long con- 
sideration of their respecdve diameters and coo- 
duct, he fcmnd that he could safdy trust two of 
them with the design he had in view. He 
accor£ngly, by gradual means, prepared those 
men, Toukn and Lepitre, for the confidence he 
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reposed in them; and having communicated 
every thing to the queen, he found it essential 
that he should yield up the chequered happiness 
of seeing her, and pouring into her grateful ear 
his vows of deep respect and energetic loyalty. 
It was necessary for the external preparations for 
escape, that he should, for some time preceding 
the attempt, abandon his right of guard ; and 
he accordingly made it over to his two associates, 
devoting himself entirely to the hazardous du- 
ties without. The ChevaUer de Jaijaye, a lieu- 
tenants-general in the king's service, and ivho 
had been frequently employed by him in mis- 
sions of great delicacy and importance, was 
chosen by the queen as the chief co-operator in 
the projected attempt. The plan was laid be- 
fore him, approved of, and entered into with the 
promptness and activity which ensure succe:ss 
in most enterprizes where Fate stands neuter. 
Normandy was fixed on as the point of escape, 
from the facility afforded by its coast for em- 
barkation for England. A ship was hired to be 
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and furnished with a ticket for admittance, sncfir 
as was used by all the workmen employed in 
the Temple. He was to have proceeded to the 
queen*s apartment, his tin box on his arm, and 
to have taken the children from the hands of Tou- 
lan, who was to have scolded him severely, £<»- 
not having come himself sooner to arrange the 
lamps. The princesses were then to accom- 
pany Toulan in quitting tlie tower, in their uni- 
forms, and it was trusted that they might suc- 
ceed in the hazardous attempt 

Passports under feigned names having been 
rqrularly procured, through the influence of 
Cornelius, but little fear of pursuit was enter- 
tained, until they should have at least the start of 
it by five or ax hours. Three cabriolets were 
ready provided for the journey. The queen, the 
young king, and the Chevalier de Jaijaye, were 
to have occupied the first ; Madame, with Lepi- 
tre, the second ; Madame Elizabeth and Toulan, 
the third. Cornelius, and a staunch friend €ji 
the chevalier^s, were to have ridden as postilions 
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to two of the cabriolets; and the third was to 
have be^i guided by Fathor O^CoDogan under a 
similar disguise, for his early pursuits iu fife, 
as wdQ as his military career, had made him an 
active and expert horseman. 

Every preliminary being thus ready — the 
cabricJets in attendance — the difierent agents in 
the ent^pnse disguised in their various cos- 
tumes, and the resolution of all wound up to the 
Ughest jHtch, one fisital omncidenoe frustrated 
all, before a £ur trial could be given for the suc- 
cess of so well-concated a train of [nreparadMi. 
On the very day, the night of which was to put 
all to issue, a burst of insurrectionary violence 
disfdayed itsdf among the mob, who rose in 
various quarters <^ the city, fcnr the avowed pur- 
pose <^ (Mlla^ng the grocers' shops of cofiee and 
sugar, the scardty of which commodities had 
raiaed thar price beyond the standard of the 
people^s ideas of justice, or their own oonve- 
nience, which latter, as usual, r^;ulated their 
estimare <^ the former. Pnxnpt measures were 
c 2 
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taken by the govemment to quell these riots.- 
The barriers were all closed — all passports were,- 
without exception, recalled — difficulties to the 
slightest movement towards escape became in- 
surmountable, and the intended enterprise wa» 
consequently totally abandoned. 

The hopes of Cornelius and his friends did 
not wholly sink with this failure. His sanguine 
disposition supported him, and he would not 
consent to despair. But he was now left nearly 
alone. Terror had seized upon almost all those 
few adherents who had braved the dangers of 
the times, and remained in Paris after the king''s 
death. The Chevalier de Jarjaye was one of 
those staunch friends whom nothing could daunt ; 
and another existed in the person of the brave 
and faithful Father O'Collogan. He had not, 
however, from the fijrst, the least hope of succes* 
in the plans for escape, ^e was determined ta 
go through id all hazards with the proceedings 
of his friend ; but he told him, as he coolly drew 
off the jack-boots in which he had been accou- 
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tred for his ride in the capacity €t postilion, 
^^ I knew well enough, agrah, that 8orrow''s the 
txie of these boots would cross the back of a 
horse in this attempt, any how. No, no, the 
devil's too busy to let any good oome of the 
unfortunate queen. He has an ould sfHte 
against her, and you^'ll see every plan thwarted, 
depend upon it But I^'U stick close by you, my 
dear boy, never fear, though Ould Nick himself 
was to come between us. The darker the stcHin, 
the boulder 111 frown at it ; so go on with your 
plans and plots, and here^s that you may win T 
With these words he quaflPed off a large glass of 
brandy and water, for the night was cold, and 
he stiff with watching, and the annoyance of his 
tight-fitting costume. 

Cornelius, nothing daunted, pursued with 
fresh vigour a new plan for the queen'^s esca^ge^ 
in which he embarked almost every shilling €t 
his remainbg funds. In this eSart he was as- 
sisted by several of his former associates in the 
•Garde du Cnqps ; a regular chain of communiqiu 
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tion was carried on by their means irith the 
coast ; and the gallant de Jarjaye was the coun- 
sel and support of the whole. For the success 
of this effort, it was necessary that the queen 
«hould escape alone, for it was found imposable, 
in the increaang rigour of the prison regula- 
tions, to carry off at the same time Madame 
Elizabeth and the children. De Jarjaye and 
oar hero wrote in terms of the most impas- 
sioned supplication to the queen, entreating her 
to adopt this plan, as her life was every day 
menaced, and no fear was to'be apprehended, as 
they thought, for her unoffending sister or the 
innocent children. Marie Antoinette suffered a 
long struggle between her conflicting feelings cm 
this arduous and trying question. The prepa- 
rations for escape were carried on by her indefa- 
tigable adherents ; but the night on which the 
attempt was to have been made, when the 
anxious Cornelius watched out^de the Temple 
gardens for the signal of her readiness, a light 
in her window, — no lamp appeared : as the mor 



« 




Oa dtt aij^ of tfe AM Jaff, ITSS, Iter aM 
«a» SmttA ham kr 



8S THE PR^fEST, AND 

from which the memory recoils. In a month 
more, the desdate mother was taken from her 
daughter and sister, and plunged forlorn and 
unsolaced into the narrow dungeon of the 
Conciergerie. There she lay for ten weeks, 
amidst all the dreary privations heaped on the 
most odious criminals; the stone ioor and the 
Iwure walls of her narrow cell receiving her bit- 
ter tears, and echoing the sighs of her brave but 
breaking heart Bowed down by indignities 
that had no name till she endured them ; bereft 
of the meanest consolations; torn with anxiety 
for the uncertain fkte of her children, hopeless, 
agonized — did her thoughts ever fly back to her 
days of splendid greatness, to the magnificence 
of Versailles, or the more voluptuous elegance of 
the Trianon ? or were the weary hours of this 
lone dungeon brightened by visions of immorta- 
lity, and cheered by the whispered melodies of 
ho|>e? 

But those who would follow up the picture, 
who would indulge in the full flow of deep-felt 



thot^^ft ; v1k» wmU kan to ttoorn tiie litde 
miimes <]f life, and vfao, hssiag underiUMid the 
diaraeter of Mam Antoinetbe, v<Mi^ 
glovof thetr admirarkai in tears of bicta' mn^ 
padsr with her &u&nngV"'^J'*<^^ niuat do as I 
bayedooe.Mftd Hoger kog ia tbeduageoa w h a w 
&b^ laid her haf?ifwff bead. 

On tbe IStb Odober, dbe uod(T««at a aud^ 
Mgbt eyammation mi her cell, bj the p«djitir 
accuser, mud other ofieers of jfuttiicr. The IMi 
was fefced for her trial hj the revohttiooarT trU 
bttttal, and on the preceding day, thk dai^hter, 
wife, and aaocher of king^, procured froaa the 
kJad-hearted wife of the jailor, a needle and 
thread wherewidb to ntend her thoet^ ! 

She stppeared before the oaart of bkiod, and 
beaid the depowtioas ol forty a xtnessee againat 
her, and anawered the deep and odious caiuaaines 
of her aeeuaers, in words of dignict v and ftTting, 
wfaidb made the guilty sbrink, and sent a thriU 
of wondoif^pity through e^my heart not wholly 
fwlnfied. She heard her aenbenee of death pro- 
c3 
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nounoed by the gloomy president, Trlthout the 
least emotion ; and then received from the hands 
of a trembling gendarme a glass of water, her 
only sustenance for six-and-thirty hourV At 
half past four o'clock on the morning of the 
15th, she was re-conducted to her cell, where 
she flung hcrHclf upon her bed, and slept soundly 
until six, when she was roused by the entrance 
of the constitutional priest, who was ordered to 
attend her. 

She at first refused his proffered spiritual aid ; 
and on her complaining of the violent cold in her 
feet, to which the stagnant blood refused to cir- 
culate, he placed a pillow on them ; and then 
commencing his official harangue exclaimed — 

" Your deatli is about to expiate^' — 

** Faults but not crimes !" interrupted she. 

On the next morning, all being ready for her 
drear farewell of the world, where she had so 
much enjoyed, and so much suffered, she left 
her dungeon, and mounted with the priest the 
common cart used for the conveyance of the 



bwestcrimiubL Evcrj gnnid ohI loAj iediiig 
ofbcr whole fife KMed to lisfe radial bwk 
ID ■u p ii fi Mt qnJ tide, toeirracemd coooble bar 
appearaoce io that dreadful boor. An die 
cart was slowly dragged abng tfaroogb tbe 
crowded streets, finoo tbe tbroaged mhmy of 
wfaicb refreffiogs, bootiiigB^ and cones thictenrd 
the air, the loTel j though dc caj r e d, die majesrir 
thoo^ degraded martjTy held her high look of 
blended innocence and pride. They readwd 
the scdUd, erected in tbe Fboe de Louis XV. 
then called the Place dt la Bevolmtwmj on the 
spot where her fausband bad been sacrifieed, $md 
in full Tiew of all that is maga i fc-rnt $md beau- 
tiful in Paris. It was a fittiajg death-spot for 
the glorious woman immn l atfd there that day. 

At tbe moment of roouating from tbe cart 
upon the 8caffi>id, the offidaOng and oflkioai 
priest said to her, ^ now is tbe moment to diew 
joor ooorage. 

^ Courage l" replied she ; ^ I bare serred a 
long ap pre nti ceship to it; be ouofinced it will 
juc finl me now." 
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She mooDtod tbe fdatform finnlj, threw aot 
glance towards the gaidetw of the TniWips, 
^ootho* on the crowd b^we her, theo niamg 
hex eyes to heareo, she exdairaed — 

^ God ! enlighten and scrften the hearts of 
my m ui derera; adieu, my children, I go to 
join your father T 

The axe came down, and its echo sounded 
Kdflondy throngh the hushed multitude. 

On one ^ the throng it feU like the dead 
hand of de^Mur. Let not my readers start 
hack^ when diey hear that Cornelius was there. 
It is true he was, but not as I have sk^ched 
him in the pages which have faintly traced his 
brief and unfntnnate career. It was no longer 
the hcAd^ ardent enthuaast, with mind and 
heart both «eady to rush iato the open jaws 
of fate^ bat a worn down man, fallen ere he 
weached his prime, under the weight of passions 
and fedings so strong 9s prematurely to destroy 
both the mind and body. 

from the boor in iriiich:his last effnt for the 
4]aeen^s rescue Ceuled, the flame of hope which 
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bad lighted ham on oeeMed wuddeurv extmci 
Ht8 fioiHiB all ^ooB — im fnatd^ -^m^tned-^whki 
im soie arm to aid hk vi^iffe or fanarti- infr 
jdans, BO more ^vas to be dcaie. He viekksu ic/ 
the paralymig strcike of d£Bbin\ auci dfuofied 
from that hour, like a young tree aratiiwl b^ tbc 
lightning^ Inxath of fbme ; and tbt' oniv cafib- 
ctt y of hk Hand seemed tu be for mMrnmg aiit- 
decay. 

It was iMm the toni of the ktmUirarted pntf t 
to SQiqiort the expinu^ ffimnaiiim of bits frioua 
He watched on him, and kef»i ti piard uftaci 
ectiooB of which Comeliue wab uow tiBbttsdlui : 
and he -succeeded in cooeeabiig fiuui ali tJiwr 
vers the malady whidi pi^ed oiJ the ruAMtit' 
youth. All the futtctiuob of Coruelmii ^ iuumI 
were per&ct, though it^ ^smftgy w*h kmi Utr 
ever; and he aom^imeb evtsu fdt that he^vy 
9ssme of ill^ and would lm\e f^tm «urkib u> 
ifaake it off, with the msaitatibi> Hitii wliich «^ 
feel, and tht hofiekvauetts witii wlucii ^ e nirivc 
to bunt trma the texcors of a dntWD. lie 
cBiiJd still endure, and had a fiaiwtvi^ kitow ie d y 
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of all he suffered ; and there was a bitter agony 
in his state of mind which led him to brave the 
horrors he contemplated. The one strong im- 
pulse of his heart was still alive, and he knew 
and followed with his mind's dying glance every 
movement that was hnked to the fate of his 
idol. He knew of her removal to the dungeon 
of the Conciergerie. He has often for the live- 
long night lingered listlessly outside its gloomy 
walls, or paced the river^s bank, looking at the 
reflection of its dark towers within the stream ; 
and he has for days entire poured out in the 
solitude of his chamber reiterated sighs for her 
sufferings, which might have been thought to 
weigh down the oppressed air. 

The day of her trial came on, he attended it 
throughout ; and he listened to her sentence of 
death, feeling every tone in the recesses of his 
heart, but unable to raise his voice or lift his 
arm to execrate the crime or strike down the 
criminal. 

It was this desperate state of sensation which 
irresistibly prompted him to witness her execu- 
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tioD. He had resolutioD enough kit to bear 
him up through the harrowuig soene ; but he 
had lost the whole force of character whkb 
would before have driven him mad at the very 
surmise of the terrible event; and when his 
inseparable attendant, the good priest, watched 
him and hdd him doselj, as the axe severed 
her beauteous head from her emaciated bodj, 
he marked the shudder which crept through 
Corneliuses frame, but saw no expression in his 
looks to tell that the chill of agony, nearly as 
cold as that of 4cath, had frozen every fibre. 

** It is all over," murmured Cornelius in a 
sepulchral tone, which spoke like the echo of 
the grave, — **now is my hour rf prep ara tion 
comef 

Sdzing the arm of the priest with a grasp of 
nervous agitation, he hurried on to their com- 
mon lodging, and he then in abrupt and broken 
sentences announced his inflexible resolution to 
go immediately to Ireland ; to visit the home 
ci his ancestors; to bend over his feuher^s 
grave ; and then , but the expresrion of his 
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find purpose did not piEiss his pale and trem- 
bling lips. He pressed his companion to accom- 
pany him, to fly for ever from the hateful land 
which virtue and hope seemed to have aban- 
doned, and .to take up his quiet abode in the 
country of his birth, where the vices which pre- 
vail are those of men, not fiends ; and in which 
all the counterbalancing charities of life abound 
in a profusion that scarcely elsewhere exists. 
But Father O'CoUogan firmly declined his en. 
treaties. He agreed to accompany him to the 
sea coast, and to put him on board the vessel 
which was .to carry him away from the field of 
his lost £Drtime and his ruined happiness : but 
dearly as he loved Ireland, and much as he 
longed to be there again, he would not consent 
to abandon France. His duty kept him there, he 
said, and he felt his assertion to be true; and he 
solemnly vowed to devote himself to the task of 
reclaiming the guilty through all dangers, and 
jolacing the innocent in all sufferings. 

I must not dog the fainting interest of my 
story with details of the methods used by \b» 
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friends to effect their several purposes. Thejr 
succeeded in tbem however ; and Father OXoUo- 
gan fallowed with his streaming eyes the little 
vessel which bore Cornelius to his native land 
once more, in spte of all the difficulties opposed 
to national intanoourse and individiud escape. 

Fath^ 0*Collogan returned to Paris, and 
there with unflinching courage maintained his 
sublime devotion to his sense of right, and had 
his reward {at innumerable dangers and anxie* 
ties, in the secret prayers of the just whom he 
solaced in hours of sorrow, and in the gratitude 
of the sinners to whom he ministered c<nnfoit 
in the moments of death -bed repentance. He 
finally, at the restoration of order, took his 
course to Flanders, to the -town where I met 
him ; and there, in the himable exercise of his 
duty, he was fixed, and still remains, I believe, 
having safely passed the scorching ordeal of the 
revoluticm, unharmed by its perils and untainted 
by its crimes. He there learned the fate of the 
lost Armand, who fled from Paris after one of 
its bloody days in a paroxysm of remorse, jmned 
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the army of Dumourier, and found on the field 
of Gemappe a grave too glorious for his rene- 
gade fears and imbecile kindliness of heart. 

Cornelius — and here let my pen run quickly^ 
that a humed paragraph may record his fate, 
iii^hile a deep sigh stifles the anticipated reproaches 
of those who can stop to censure him. He 
reached his ancient home, where his faithful 
Bryan waited anxiously the return he had 
announced. He was barely recognized^— -no 
more, by this shocked and terrified friend ; he 
was so wan, so silent, and so weak. He paid a 
short visit immediately on his arrival to the 
burial ground; and he returned to the lone 
house in a state of great exhaustion. It was 
evening, and he ordered Bryan to leave him ; 
and he strictly forbade every boisterous expres- 
sion of welcome which the delighted peasantry 
were preparing, to hail the return of him who was 
no more their chief. His devoted followers obeyed 
his orders, and countermanded all the prepara- 
tions for bonfires and other marks of greeting, 
which Bryan himself had undertaken. For hours 
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a dim la^ ftrkfTgd in the rhiilMr vhcre Ccr- 
neiios nt, and a doofatte flknoe reigDcd 
t]iraii|;;lioiit. Aboot Hkhi^BC, BrjraD WW walk, 
iiigio loady wcaderaKBt asd gnet ootade the 
boose, and j^n'i|^ up at iaterrak at the £natl j 
ligbted canMBt at hb maiter » woam, wfaa he 
heaid the rtpon of apiitol cDaHB|g£raaB thai 
Aiectioii. He was rivctled to the spot wkh 
dread; fam a wide bantaigflaBe, which MeiBcd 
to fil the roco^ made him spria^ bum his atti- 
tude of tefror, and he mhed into the hooae and 
npthestairk The flimi § were rashiBg out u»der 
the doa€ of Comefiiisi's room, which Bnran wwan- 
1 J endearoured in his tenor to fcrce open. The 
ncig^hbooriag pfafwnta, ahmned by the sprcadiag 
fee, came at length to hb aid ; and when thej 
socceedcd in breaking the pannds, and entered 
the chamber, such had been the rarages of the 
fierce element, that the bod j at the haplem sui- 
cide was more dam half oonsmned in the heap 
of combostibie matter which he had diawn 
aroandliim and set fire tcx A pistol was held 
firm in one deep-wordicd hand; and a hatf 
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burnt portrait lay ckupcd in the* other on hi» 
brcaat. 

A conmderate jury found a verdict of inRani^ 
ty ; And hin boncn were Imd in honorable sepul- 
ture with tho«e of his ancient race. 

Bryan Mulcahie, jf the priest wan right, Hved 
sadly and lonely in the blackened and orumbling 
walls of the old mansioni iit the time I learned 
this story ; and he was sure for life of that re- 
fuge, for his attached nmster secured it to him 
by will, and added a scanty but still sufficient 
provision, formed of all tlte little residue of his 
fortune. 

(END or TUB PaiCST AKD THE OABDK-DU-0ORF«. 
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She mounted the platform firmly, threw one 
glance towards the gardens of the TuUeries, 
•another on the crowd before her, then raising 
■her eyes to heaven, she exclaimed — 

*^ God ! enlighten and soften the hearts of 
my murderers; adieu, my children, I go te 
join your father!" 

The axe came down, and its echo sounded 
solemnly throngh the hushed multitude. 

On one of the throng it fell like the dead 
hand 4if despair. Let not my readers start 
back, when they hear that Cornelius was there. 
It is true he was, but not as I have sketched 
him in the pages which have faintly traced his 
brief and unfortunate career. It was no longer 
the bold, ardent enthusiast, with mind and 
heart both 'ready to rush into the open jaws 
of fate^ but a W(»rn down man, fallen ere be 
feached his .prime, under the weight of passions 
and feelings so strong as prematurely to desUx>j 
both the mind and body. 

{From the hour in which his last effort for the 
vqueen'^s rescue failed, the flame al hope which 
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had hasted faun oo Kcnaed loddcnlj extmct. 
flk Ibiids an gone — his friends dkpened — with 
hoBscie aim to aid fais wbbes or exccete fab 
plana, no more was to be done. He ridded to 
the paradjzii^ stroke of destinj, and drooped 
from that boitr,Iikeajoang tree scathed by the 
figfatmng's breath of flame; and the oolj capa- 
city of his mind seemed to be for sufferuig and 
decay. 

It was now the tnm of the Idnd-hearted priest 
to support the espixing animatioa of his friend. 
He watched on him, and kqpc a guard upon 
actions of which Comdius was now anheedfril.; 
and he succeeded in concealing fix>m all obscr^ 
▼ers the malady which preyed on the ruined 
youth. AD the functions of Comelins^s mind 
were perfect, though its energy was lost £or 
eyer; and he sometimes eren felt that heary 
•ense of iQ, and would hare given worlds to 
shake it off, with the acuteness wiih which we 
fed, and the hopekssness with which we striye 
to burst from the tenors of a dream. He 
oould stin endure^ and had a possiye knowledge 
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of all he suffered ; and there was a bitter agony 
in his state of mind which led him to brave the 
horrors he contemplated. The one strong im« 
pulse of his heart was still alive, and he knew 
and followed with his mind's dying glance every 
movement that was linked to the fate of his 
idoL He knew of her removal to the dungeon 
of the Conciergerie. He has often for the live- 
long night lingered listlessly outside its gloomy 
walls, or paced the river's bank, looking at the 
reflection of its dark towers within the stream ; 
and he has for days entire poured out in the 
solitude of his chamber reiterated sighs for her 
sufferings, which might have been thought to 
weigh down the oppressed air. 

The day of her trial came on, he attended it 
throughout ; and he listened to her sentence of 
death, feeling every tone in the recesses of his 
heart, but unable to raise his voice or lift his 
arm to execrate the crime or strike down the 
criminal. 

It was this desperate state of sensation which 
irresistibly prompted him to witness her execu- 
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tkm. He had lenkiMi ^^cnfjk kit to hew 
luB iq> ihiw^ ii the hatnmmfwoemi bm ke 
had loBt tbe wUc foree of charftctxr which 
ymmM heisre have dmoi hiai omkI at the vm* 
€H the tuiHite c^vnt ; did when hw 
' atteousBt, vhe good pi^cA, wiMihed 
him and hdd lam doidTv as the axe arrered 
her beaaleaos head fion her nnai>wt<n body* 
he flualed the shodder which crrpt thixmiefa 
Corados s fiazne, but saw no expreaiion in ht» 
looks to tdl that the dull of i^^ooT, warij as 
cxdd as that of <)eiah, had frcMMn e%YfT fibrr< 

^ It is all orer,^ avarmiired Corodius io a 
vpukhnl tcioe, wUch spoke Eke the echo of 
the graw, — ^dow b mx hour of preparatian 

Seiiii^ the arm of the priest with a gnap of 
> agitatioo, he hurried on to their com- 
lodgii^ and he then in abrupt and broken 
) aiDiounoed his inflexibie reaohition to 
go hnmediately to Irdaod; to vist the hone 
of his anoertors; to bend over his fiaher's 
grave; and then ^ but the ej^acia w n of his 
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find purpose did not pass his pale and trem- 
bling lips. He pressed his companion to accooi- 
pany him, to fly for ever from the hateful land 
which virtue and hope seemed to have aban- 
doned, and to take up his quiet abode in the 
country of his birth, where the vices which pre- 
vail are those of men, not fiends ; and in which 
all the counterbalancing charities of life abound 
in a profusion that scarcely elsewhere exists. 
But Father O^CoUogan firmly declined his en. 
jtreaties. He agreed to accompany him to the 
tea coast, and to put him on board the vessel 
which was .to carry him away from the field of 
his lost £Drtune and his ruined happiness : but 
dearly as he loved Ireland, and much as he 
longed to be there again, he would not consent 
to abandon France. His duty kept him there, he 
said, and he felt his assertion to be true ; and he 
s<demnly vowed to devote himself to the task of 
reclaiming the guilty through all dangers, and 
jolacing the innocent in all sufferings. 

I must not dog the fainting interest cf mj 
story with details of the methods used by tht 
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/riends to effect their several purposes. Thejr 
succeeded in them however ; and Father OTollo- 
gan followed with his streaming eyes the little 
vessel which bore Cornelius to his native land 
once more, in spite of all the difficulties opposed 
to national intercourse and individiud escape. 

Father 0*Collogan returned to Paris, and 
there with unflinching courage maintained his 
sublime devotion to his sense of right, and had 
his reward for innumerable dangers and anxie- 
ties, in the secret prayers of the just whom be 
solaced in bours of sorrow, and in the gratitude 
of the sinners to whom he ministered comfort 
in the moments of death -bed repentance. lie 
finally, at the restoration Kji order, took \m 
course to Flanders, to the -town where I met 
him ; and there, in the humble exercise of his 
duty, he was fixed, and still remains, I believe^ 
having safely passed the scorching ordeal iji the 
revolutimi, unharmed by its perils and untainted 
by its crimes. He there learned the fate ist the 
lost Armand, who fled from Paris after one of 
itK bloody days in a paroxysm of remorse, joined 
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the army of Dumourier, and found on the field 
of Gemappe a grave too glorious for his rene- 
gade fears and imbecile kindliness of heart. 

Cornelius — ^and here let my pen run quickly, 
that a hurried paragraph may record his fate, 
^hile a deep sigh stifles the anticipated reproaches 
of those who can stop to censure him. He 
reached his ancient home, where his faithful 
Bryan waited anxiously the return he had 
announced. He was barely recognized, — no 
more, by this shocked and terrified friend ; he 
was so wan, so silent, and so weak. He paid a 
short visit immediately on his arrival to the 
burial ground; and he returned to the lone 
house in a state of great exhaustion. It was 
evening, and he ordered Bryan to leave him ; 
and he strictly forbade every boisterous expres- 
sion of welcome which the delighted peasantry 
were preparing, to hail the return of him who was 
no more their chief. His devoted followers obeyed 
his orders, and countermanded all the prepara* 
tions for bonfires and other marks of greeting, 
which Bryan himself had undertaken. For hours 
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a dim light flickered in the chamber where Cor- 
neUus sat, and a desolate silence reigned 
throughout. About midnight, Bryan was walk- 
ing in lonely wonderment and grief outside the 
house, and gazing up at intervals at the faintly 
lighted casement of his mastery's room, when he 
heard the report of a fnstol onning from that 
direction. He was rivetted to the spot with 
dread ; but a wide bursting flame, which seemed 
to fill the ro<Hn, made him spring from his atti- 
tude of terror, and he rushed into the house and 
up the stairs. The flames were rushing out under 
the door of Cornelius's room, which Bryan vain- 
ly endeavoured in his terror to force open. The 
neighbouring peasants, alarmed by the spreading 
fire, came at length to his aid ; and when they 
succeeded in breaking the pannels, and entered 
the chamber, such had been the ravages of the 
fierce element, that the body of the hapless sui- 
cide was more than half consumed in the heap 
of combustible matter which he had drawn 
around him and set fire to. A pistol was held 
firm in one deep-scorched hand ; and a half 
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burnt portrait k j clssped in tbe odfeer oa iu» 



A oNksidefate jurr found « Tenfitt of 
tr ; aad Ins booes wfe kod in koDocdhie i 
tmne villi those of kts aadent race. 

Brrui MukaKie^ if the pnest v«$ ngbt^ Kvcil 
odihr and kNKhr in tbe bi&ckeMd and « 
walk of the old vansrak at tke tiKie I 
tins storr ; and be vas sure fer ti£f of that vr^ 
f^ge, far hb attached auKSt«r siccvrai k to hiai 
bjr vilL and addkd a scanty but stilt 

fiHiMd of aa the Bttie MaJdni rf 
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APOLOGETICAL NOTE. 



A WORD of apology aod explanation n due here, 
not so mocfa to my English readers (wbo would per* 
haps pardon, unaolkhed, a little liberty taken with a 
foreign fangnage,) as to a body much more critical 
and tenacioos — the French Academy. Any one of the 
strict grammarians of The Institute who might happen 
to see the title of thb tale, would be, im> doobt, indig* 
nant at a Ibreigner haiii^ presumed to infcnt a word 
for which the Dictionary gires no authority. There is 
certainly no such sabstantire at Vcm^ nor does the 
ferb admit of such a formation. The only way in 
which a French writer could cons tru ct a title correctly, 
saying what I meant to express by mine, would be by 
the phrase, ** L'En£uit Yooe an Kane,** *« La fiOe 
Vonee an INanc,** or some soch. But as neither the 
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word enfant not JilU assorted well with my notion, 
and as I was resolved that my title page should tell 
that my heroine was Voiiee au Blanc, I thought the 
particle 77^ put before those words would make my 
meaning evident; would avoid the awkward caUrn^ 
bourg formed by " La Vou6e au Blanc," (rather at 
variance to be sure with the livery of the gentlemen of 
the long robe;) and more particularly still, that my 
title being thus an acknowledged jumble of English and 
bad French, it might find pardon where a more pre* 
tending inaccuracy could not have escaped. 



%OCEE AV hLAytJ 

-^I]faiiiMrjmi<fittj\ jvf'^lfiBx;, mud i' £ vaav^ 

ftftBT iilteai ysmst^ wmA tmax «ilhar nMkanuBi^, 
lAar-fl^^bLtftflii, 'SiiA.tttAflMB). iv«wraHrtbii|{:<iif 
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** How old was Madame St. Paul, my dear 
Marguerite ?*• 

•^ How old r 

** Well, how young, if you like the word 
better ?^ 

" Why she acknowledged to thirty-five, but 
I am sure slie was full forty, aye, and past it.'* 

*^ And what^s the date of your christenii^ 
certificate. Marguerite ?*• 

" That's the way you invariably taunt me, 
Jules, but I don't care if I had been christened 
holf a century back.^ 

^< It was not much less, my dear.** 

^< Even so, St. Ursula is good, and can w<»rk 
a miracle when she pleases ; but indeed, Jules, 
your unfortunate incredulity mars the eiFect of 
all my prayers, and the saint's interference.** 

A shake of the head, with a deep sigh, were 
the only answers ; and here ended the conversa- 
tion for awhile. The speakers vr&re Mr. Su- 
berville, a wealthy manufacturer of Nonn«iidy» 
and his wife. The tenor of their short db»- 



£1 

coune WMj fomtAj h^ve lad mj «Badai» wi0 
the njttire of ks subject, jnd id their n^ 
ipeedre dianeten. But a wcvd or t«H» «B Aa 
kt]£r paiBt » pedbo^ mrfimrj' &r a f iiU vm^ 
demrairfing of the &:<«. Mr^ Sidwrvilk waf • 
man of exraeedhigly mild manoen and amiahlf 
itwpmgfina, whose motf fftnkxit^ iaculi/ «as a 
certjaa tact at seeing tfaiagc with |;veat r i omrms m 
and precaaoiL He had a particular kwnwwm ^ 
cje, iateSectoal as well as |di jioca]^ aad ihose 
was a stnet aoakgj betwaea his mflvtal and 
bod3 J pursiutfi. He was a great ifwrtamao and 
a safe sbot; but he was cardy knows w pidl 
his trigger si a lurd that was out «f JCM^ la 
she ssne waj he waf mdrfattgahW m his 
pursiils; 'out he scacoeljr ever 
a hazardous speculalkML His 
and las money 4)^ were tfaerrfore always se- 
ipectably fiOedL At theiaogruahe wassMKlo 

Dj of Us ne^gid)oiir% wha 
feAsfB ibr 

9 2 
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^y, or in one particular venture, by dashing aX 
every thing and risking to miss ail. 

His wife was of a very di£Perent temperament. 
Her hopes were in many instances excessive, 
and she dung to them with unflinching perti- 
nacity. She seldom had a clear view of any 
subject, but she pursued through thick and thin 
whatever phantom might for the time being 
flit before her bndn. She had one strong pas- 
sion in common with her husband ; that was a 
longing de^e for children — or at least for a 
child. She was quite certain, on her marriage,, 
that she should be the mother of a numerous 
offspring; and she had scarcely forsworn her 
celibacy, when she began to occupy herself in 
preparation for a family increase ; and she only 
gazed on her bridal robes to project their vari- 
ous transformations into baby linen and child's 



Mr. Suberville thought that all this was 
ratlier premature ; but having no sort of super- 
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^^dtdon in his character, be did not actually 
augur ill from these somewhat ominous anticipa* 
iions ; and his tenderness increased tenfold. He 
felt and revelled in all that delightful wonder- 
ment which men of five-and-twenty experiences 
on the first hopes that they are about to be in- 
vested with the most respectable of all titles ; and 
these hopes were all strongly encouraged by the 
opinion of his old friend and former scbooUfelbw 
Doctor Glautte, the village practitioner ; and not 
beiiig more profoundly versed than new-married 
«Qen generally ^re in such secrets, he took for 
granted all that his lady and her physician asserted. 
But his natural acutenesa of perception soon 
began to take the alarm— 4ie could not help 
hinting to his wife the doubts that used to cross 
him in spite ot himself; and he went on day 
after day, and month after month, increasingly 
incredulous, till, at the expiration of a year, his 
discomfited helpmate was forced to acknowledge 
her mistake, and to give vent to her disappoint- 
jaoent in tears. Mr. Suberville thought that was 



a bdl wsy of Temedying the eril; baft ai ik 
«nd of fire yens of married diiMHwiiHtai, 
the unliicky hosband, then thirty yean of i^ 
flit down in the sad but pUknophic ccmmKAom, 
that he was not deatined to be the fimnder of a 
newiaoe. 

Not so his bettar half— she lingered on lor 
manj a long day in all the wretdied cxcrtatioa 
of hope defierred Having exhausted the aids 
of medicaladvice^she took toaqpecksof mm- 
tanoe less in fiushion at the epoth. She bad, 
when a child, in aocxirdanoe with Boman €!alk»> 
He custom, made vduntary dioioe of Saint 
Ursula, for her patron and example through 
life ; and in pious hope of ha holy s ssirtan o r 
she went on secretly prayiog^ and hradly d»> 
darii^ her certainty of success. Thb alfiaaoe 
with rdigion continued umntemipted fbr 1 
years after the period of bar husband*s 
donment of hope, until the day of the i 
tion before recorded ; and Madame SubenriDe^ 
haymg then arrived at the twentieth an na vess Mj 
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spntd out before me, as I atuod oq Uie wooded 
hill rising bi^ above it to the westward^ and 
gaied on its combinations of great loveliness. I 
was afterwards informed of its more correct a|^ 
pellation, but I quite forget it at thi$ moment^-- 
and as I have said on a former occasion* I do 
not pretend to much accuracy of geographical 
detail. 

The period of my first acquaintance with thi» 
valley was neariy twenty years afUar that of Mr. 
and Madame SuberviUe^sbefore^mentftuneil walk; 
but I haive good reason to believe that not oiMr 
of its features was in the least changed during 
that long interval. Its three neat viUagem or 
rather hamlets, retained nearly the same )mc^ 
portions. Its half doaen largi' cotton m anu fa fi^ 
tories, from careful repairs of accidents ami oft 
renewed coats of white>wa»h« »howe<l not oik* 
symptom of decay. As many houses, occupied 
by the proprietors, built of brick, and rc^larty 
reddened at stated epochs, lookeil i^likc paiuted 
ladies when past their meridian) but UttW the 
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band upoa las ri^t ma that va& supporttog 
hec kft as tkey walked : ^^ Wkat are jrou tbini- 
i«^5 of s*> pro£>uiMllj> my ifear?"* aek^ ^ 
/' Of the oW sab^> uiY k>Ye^** 

^' \Vhatt> gf ajktopdng one of those ao^v> uig*}r 
brafc§^ of ttcphe ws of youjt^ ? "* 

*'" WhY> Yes. You k»ow^ Mafgioeritev I De*tjr 
pco()Qgt^l it to YOtt> tiR Kaa»Y a Year aft«r 1 bad 
MtteriY de^)ittred of war haviie^ chilAeou'* 

^ Weil theft> tti\ vkatv 111 i^oo^eftt to k ^heu 
/ utteriY vJeqpftir/* Mr. Suber\Ufe $hnigg^ u|r 
hb Aouliier^s^; aod 1 ittaY ts^te o^Yatii^a^ of:*? 
siprt {«»;fe$e which e»$ued> to lue^ucflt * iv:e 
poiflu; of hb &milY hbtorY. Hi^ obuy hrvtoer. 
wao wgs two Years^ hk^ jttttior> w» the <apcii«i3c ^* 
a metvoaat xessel> trr».fa?g v Asft«em«t attl :iie 
Wtf5>t lailesj^; atoi h*JL aftitr a» ^wdjf life v>f 
greatt jalvv>fl<ujv^ setij^jd i» Ro**»b. hb aac^e 
7j^u, He there oaam^t a per^oet of i»&r%v 
tt^tuaciciu vHT ex:re«ie^N Yuj^ssff aiaw»itgT>» aaii ».'' 
biauiTY . >eio|j: cawt^c 3e^ ^saijbr^ » jii » i> in>itof> af< 
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xnfottioo^ inicn lifiiig move tlnfl 

nffitpn uj the eSscts of her own i 

finh l ii^ her tirade with the fcUm r i a g 

"< Wcdl, Jules, it does not s^;iBfy 

would ndier consent to adopt a peaflan£*s cUd, 

out of that hut, than one of joor hataU ida- 

tires r 

^Margaenter said lb. SfdwrriD^ hd£ sm 
xiondy, half jo^dng^ j, his eyes fixed iten d Si y on 
her» «< I Terr bdieve Saint Ursula has wntfced 
diendnKle.'' 

<<How! Where! WhatdoyouoHan, JnleK^ 
a ilred die, qtnte in a flutter, ^ Do yon see any 
dumger 

^N<»,no, my dear, dont be afrnd; I dan\ 
cxadty mean niiat you mean ; — but nwjth p^ that 
tins is the first word you ercr let s^amoecmr 
■sriiigi , of your possible consent to my adapl 

"Andisdiatall, Mr. SuberviDe? is it tins 
you uifit with a woman in my^in my | 
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ham bcanrifril V and die wonJrr oaapiii muuA 
ioitd tar a tew mnniCffs^ S*™? ^"^ ^^ ab)«K£ 

of tbcV admiiaCSOIly witbunt atut^m^ .iamm»r 

wcrcL 

I seed jcarcdf aaj, that it ma- * dkiiii whuji 
SDSxrpriaed than; and it i» enliait cimt aan 
tbcxr boEfiag sagicd out one cf the g.nw|it ute 
ccfaen moat bare presented a caiiTaHt iu ii& 4^ 
pearancc^ The Cxt was, thit llidnB^ Sifa». 
vilie » ^ cfa^ub*" was a Iktie pA of aikauc cwu 
jcars old, cf uDcoaBauQ beontj, Cmt sbiL 
j^old^n hair, blue ejes^ and favi^ conipMesJua . 
and waft also A^ioguiafaed bam ^ otkars bv 
the siigiiIar£ffi»aiceof her drea^ Tkew iwfi. 
a hof and two giria, were all clad in ^ ciwm 
bhieidfr'gfej fttstiai^ and wore the wQCMltt sbMk 
conmoD to the children of pcaaaals; bai cite 
jaaagtst was dressed in white ham head » 
foot ; which, soiled as it was, gate a conskAv- 
able brilliaDcy to her complexioD, and anatroC 
ilicjajiHj altogether to her penon. The ■»- 
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Mr. SobenrilLe laavked vith gnit oe- 
Sight, not coIt the mnisml kkniaffy of im 
wife s Bwrnifr, but the snuBiig dodStr vidi 
windb die child f ec dtcd her attendottSw He Jai 
DOC, bovercr, gire uttemice to hb piettsatt. 
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ber fit of bsshfiiliieaB^ tamol rooDd bar golwiiqr 
and 811^1^ face full upon them; whatMrnimmt 
SoberrSk started soddenl j op, ^T*"^ *^eamm 
along, cone along, Jules. I caanot f ctf c to 
stay here another moment.^ 

For a month after this first visit a 
interooiirse was kept np with the oott^e^ i 
sort of dumb-show, pantomknc fctatiu n 
tween the wishes and hopes of '>^^<<— » ! 
TiHe on the one hand, and the anxiety j 
denoe of her husband on the other. She iek 
as if her sentiments on the sulgect of cbflJien 
bad undergone a total diange, lor At bad 
nodiing in the present instance of that asperity 
wbidi seemed usual! j mixed with her natural 
fondness, on obserring the mutual b ap p tis s 
between parents and their infants. A notkn of 
a s up ern atur al influence oontimiallT crossed her 
Bind, and she began to think that there was m 
lone pecufiariy prophetic in her hudiand*s ex- 
that ^ Saint Ursula had worked die 
Her mind was quite fiaed win tbie 
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thousand dTorts on that of his wife, to elicil 
from him the first expression of the desire that 
seemed as it were settled on the tip of her 
tongue, and every instant forcing against her 
Hps for utterance. She made innumerable at* 
tempts to lead him into this snare, not only by 
regular trainJaying, round-about plans of con- 
versation, but by abrupt and startling flights 
from other subjects, calculated to throw him off 
his guard — but all in vain. Matters wait on 
in this way for three or four weeks, until at 
length Madame Suberville found she had no 
chance of carrying her point; and, convinced 
that she could not obtain the merit of a feigned 
consent to the wish of her lord and master, she 
came to the resolution of proposing the object, 
as if in oppo^tion to her own inclinations, and 
merely out of a magnanimous de^rc to please 
him. Mr. Suberville knew all that was work- 
ing in her mind, and she could not avoid de^ 
tectmg Im forced reserve ; but they still went 
on in the resolute performance of their parts. 
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true to that ridiculous, but general habit <ii 
husbands and wives, to keep up an appearance 
of cheating each other, though reciprocally 
conscious that the attempted delurion is seen 
through. 

One sentence may rapidly tell the result 
Madame Suberville proposed to her husband to 
adopt Leonie, and received in reply an embrace 
that savoured more of reality than any of which 
the retained the remembrance; Madame Bignon, 
the peasant woman, and her husband, consented, 
itfter a struggle, to give up the child; she 
changed homes and parents with unconscious 
smiles ; her certificate of baptism was duly pro- 
cnred, and her adoption formally registered 
acoordhig to law ; and she was finally installed 
in a snug fittle room close to the bed of the 
good ooople, in the peculiar charge of Aimee 
Lestocn^ the faithful handmaid who had par* 
taken of all Madame Subenrille's confidence 
Crura ber wedding day to the morning when she 
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wal forced to possess benelfc^ a duld at seooad 
hand, as it were. 

Like all family changes of the great or the 
little, this mancnrable affair caused serious disst- 
tisfaction and disappointment to some, in propor- 
tion as it gave pleasure to others. Convulaonsof 
anger on the part of the Captain, and hystancsl 
. affections on that of his lady, were naturally to 
be looked for, but they were slight in comparison 
with the nervous ablation c^ Doctor Glautte, 
who might be con^dered quite a part of Hr. 
SuberviUe's family, and bad as good reason as 
the nearest relatives to be alarmed at the new 
arrangem^t. This learned physician had beea 
for twaaty years the oxistant companion of his 
old schocdfdlow, and the counselor of Madttoe; 
the dinnor-eater of the one, and the toad-^ater 
of the other. Whoi I say companion, I mrao 
that he had a duur and knife and fork evetj 
day placed for him at the table ; and by the 
word counsellor, I would imply the instigatior 
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pulse-feeler, blood-letter, and fancy-tickler to 
his spouse. When he heard from Aim^e of the 
adoption of the child, he was thunderstruck. 
He had an intuitive sense of his own stupidity, 
and when he gazed on the vivacious countenance 
and animated gestures of his infant rival, he 
felt like Othello, that his ^ occupation was gone,' 
and was, to use his own original phrase, ^^JoH- 
ment JlamM!^ The only symptom which ever 
denoted emotion in the pulpous countenance of 
the doctor was a wide-opening of the eyelids and 
a fearful projection of the eyes themselves. 
Aimee, who had rarely witnessed this expression, 
was quite alarmed as he stared upon her; and 
without well knowing what she did, she put the 
newly dressed Leonie close up to his face to 
rouse him from his appalling stiffness of attitude 
and look. At sight of the htde snuling thing 
his eyes rolled back into their sockets, and he 
gave a start of horror from the recollection erf 
his situation ; for he felt in his heart's core that 
lie was reduced all at once to a mere cypher, in 
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the account which his quondam patient and pa- 
troness had settled with herself. He made the 
best of a bad affair ; submitted with what grace 
he could; resolved to give to the husband a 
double portion of that attention which had been 
heretofore so largely shared with the wife ; and 
sat down to dinner pretty nearly as dull and 
dozy as ever, but with a quickened resolutioa 
acting upon the inertness of his genial teelmgBp 
to be a continual thorn in the bed of rosea 
which was destined for his little innoooit and 
unconsdous supplanter. 
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CHAPTER II- 

It does not require a very fertile inu^^inatioo 
to conceive all the improvements wMch a twelve* 
month effected in our little hermne. Great at* 
tention from her new parents, unvarjring care 
from Aim^e Lestocq, with good diet and cleanli> 
ness, made her in appearance perfectly bewitcb- 
ingy while she gradually lost all tincture of 
vulgarism, and became a complete little gentle- 
woman in comparison to her former supposed 
sisters, who were still her playmates and constant 
friends. She had already however learned to 
call Mr. and Madame Suberville papa and 
mamma; and the young Bignons, taking the 
matter as it was represented to them, invariably 
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she never swerved, to throw out of the window 
every prescription which the doctor made up for 
Leonie ; and as she was entrusted by her mistress 
with the administering ot these potions, she had 
it always in her power to substitute some gentle 
harmless preparation for the more scientific com- 
pounds of the doctor ; thus (even supposing him 
to have been perfectly honest) preserving the 
child from the evils which medicine prepares for 
the human constitution. The doctor, howevcE, 
had the credit of all the advantage thus derived 
by Leonie, who was, on the Shrove Tuesday 
immediately following her third birth-day, one 
of the most perfect models ever seen of infantine 
health and loveliness. .^^ 

Every body knows what an important epoch 
Mardi Gras fonns in the annual enjoyments of 
the French. It is the last day of the carnival 
giueties, and that which precedes the gloonupeM 
,ci Lent. People seem to think it the festival 
which of all others entitles tbera to be joyoui^ 
for it is a kind of debateable ground, aa it were. 
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Cor iadnieeoeey bdbce the dmgy 
noble antkxpaCBoa of n wedts^ 
nrace. Tbe pdneipai jnHwriurm of this hol^ 
daj 19 the pgccerooa of the Bat^ Gram. A 
descriptioo of a tfaiog 90 commonly koemn waaUt 
be osdesB beie, ifid I merely write fbr tfae wm^ 
jantj ol tzaveilars, who have witnesKcl it ia 
Para or cAsr geeat Urmm. Bat efen Amm 
hsswm fittle idea of how mncfa more enjcymcBt it 
peesentB in «idi a confined drde at the comnraae 
ai ^ The Three ViOagea;'' and, independent 
of that, th»e ia a nqmeawa dam of my m^ 
fi iP^il countrymeD^ who, in remote perte et 
our ialand^ nu^ never have hemrd al tbe fbttival 
m qncstioD, micil a atrst^ing eapf al die boob 
I an O0ir writing chances to worb itaway: 



The &n^ Gro^ then, means Kterally tbe te- 
oxindietown. Tbe compcddon ftr din 
lym ff to nuDTfan iiiiiMiidiiiai y exbOntMi 
s3 
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of more than natuial dimensians ; and I hecTC 

known some of those stall-fed, pampered Ttctim9 

of butchoing ambition attain to enormous 

weights. On the morning of the festival the 

ponderous animal is prepared with a pomp of 

decoration suiting the wealth of the parish. In 

the commune of " The Three Villages'' it i» 

not likely that the scarlet body-clothes, and 

other traf^ingS) presented as gaudy a display a? 

those of more important places ; but I think I 

may safely say, that the garland of Mxmers 

which crowned the head of the pocx* passrre Tic* 

tim was quite as fragrant and blooming as any 

culled in all France, to be afterwards stained 

with the blood of the jnize beast on whose horns 

it flourished. As for the crowning ornament of 

the whole, I would defy the world to excel it ! 

This is invariably, and from time immemorial^ 

the prettiest child of the parish, who, seated in 

a palanquin, and covered by a canopy of flowers 

and silks, is paraded on the back of the Bontf 

Gras, an emblem of innocent beauty riding tri« 
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umphantfy over tbe grass moi brvtal < 
of mmtind, A band of muttc precedes the 
£tde deity of dkefeut; iriio b escorted bcfiwe, 
beade, and after tbe mcmng throne bj the 
younger of tbe botdien, mounted on boffses, 
dressed m afandftil costume of CBatberod caps, 
cmlHoidered jackets, and sQk sadies, some waw 
ing flags of Tarious cdoors, and tbe rest armed 
widi bmces, swords, and hartWies, appro- 
priate to tbe members c£ all professions of 
blood ; but, as borne by ihetmy throwii^ an air 
of . something like refinement orer tbe most 
brutal of man's necessary trades. Crowds of 
people follow, in didr £^ dress and their 
holiday smiles, waTing handkerduefs^ danriqg 
and anging, and utteiing alteroate exdamflrions 
of astonishmaot at the bulk c^ the ox and tbe 
diarms of his little burdoi. On the occasion I 
am now reccnrdiqg, I firmly believe that the 
Beauty bore away the palm firom the Beast, and 
thi^ the unfortunate animal had not his fiyr 
ihare of lawful ^dmvatioo with the angelic being 
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who occupied the seat upon his shoulders. I 
cordially hope that none of my readers can 
doubt the identity of this being : but to stop the 
guess-work that might possibly interrupt this 
part of my narrative, I may just record the 
nam« of Leonie Suberville, who, by a great con- 
descension on the part of her papa, was allowed 
to act the part of the Cupidon on this occasion^ 
Mr. Suberville, at this period, filled the atu- 
ation of mayor of his commune. I have hitherto 
avoided any mention of his political opinions, for 
the simple reason that they have nothing to do 
with the present tenor of my stoiy. It may be 
however easily divined from the post he occu- 
pied, that he was no enemy to the Republican 
form of government, at that particular period of 
the eminence which it had gained his country 
among the nations of Europe. Neither have I 
clogged my recital with long accounts of his 
pursuits in business. I have sufficiently inti- 
mated that he was a wealthy manufacturer, and 
the fact receives confirmation by the circumstance 
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of an unexpected list wUcfa be re cai c J tkb 
day from ratber a long Tisitii^ ditfmrr The 
person who made hira this mormng call was Mr. 
Joseph Mowbray, a meichant of FfaikKlelpfaBi, 
in America, who had been for years in the habit 
of sending large shipments of cottoo (firect to 
his correspondent and customer. Moos. Jules 
Suberrille. He had had some slight interooorse 
with his brother the captain, often the earner of 
these consignments ; and coounercxal affairs bar- 
ing brought him to France, he was re«)tTed to 
take the opportunity of forming a perscmal ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Suberville. Accompanied 
by the captain, whom he called upon at Booen, 
he came out on this pleasant occa«on, and had 
a good opportunity of se^g the object of his 
enquiry in all that appearance of wealth, r©- 
spectability, and happiness which he seemed to 
merit so much. When Mr. Mowbray and his 
companion reached the first of the three Tillages^ 
the procession was moving slowly along towards 
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the residence oi the mayor. When they arrived 
at the house, the captain pointed out his Im^har, 
who was standing on the steps in all municipal 
gravity, but a gravity mixed with heartfelt en- 
joyment. He looked a perfect union of magis* 
tmal respectability and paraital pride,— so at 
least thought Mr. Mowbray, when the Utile 
Leonie called out " papa ! papa ! ^ from her 
throne of state, and Mr. Suberville opened hig 
arms and pressed her to his heart, where she 
seemed to reign as supremdy. A few intro- 
duct(M*y words from the captain made the mayor 
acquainted with his visitor. This latter spoke 
the French language weU, and he accepted freely 
the prompt invitation which he received to join 
the early dinner just then about to be served; 
but being obliged to proceed that evening to 
Dieppe, he was forced to decline the many presfr* 
iog solicitations to prolong his visit. 

As the Bmif Gras was led away, the procec- 
sicm having reached its tarm, Mr. Mowlnay fixed 
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hmatteobamtat a miii'ni on Leonie, sod re- 

mn-ked to lus hosl, that he thou^ her the Bott 
lofdtj creature he had ef«r wbol 

^ Wfaj, thanks to a good coMtitntkm, the m 
bkMmniig aod heakhj," replied the mayor. 

^ Aye, and still greater thaidu to the ikiU 
and 4ittffitifffi at the doctor here,^ sad M^^t^n** 
Sabenrille, pnJntJBg to Glaotte^ who stood at 
her dbow. 

Mr. Mowbraj made a loir bow to the doctor, 
who returned it in his osoal way, by taking off 
his hat, and redining his head a moment on his 
left shoulder, showing to coospicuoiis advantage 
the ponderous ear-ring which hong at the other 
side. 

^ Yon hare reason to be proud of yoor good 
wc»k. Sir,* said Mr. Mowbn^, ^if you hare 
produced the lovdy bloom on these ddicioos 
£ttle waxen died^"^ 

^ YoQ flatter me. Sir,"" sud Gkntte, with a 
dogged expression of coontenanoe, somewhat 
between a leer and a sneer ;^ the chiU isflodied 
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just now ; it is the hectic, perhaps, of a coming 
fever.*' 

^* No such thing,'' exclaimed Aim^e Lestocq^ 
sharply ; " the child has not a bit of fever in 
her pure blood : that's always the doctor's way 
of running her down." 

A purple suffusion was visible on the doctor's 
bloated cheeks, which were often panted this 
hue by the abrupt brushes he received from 
Aim^e. Mr. Mowbray took no notice of the 
expression , but, turning to Mr. SuberviUe, re- 
marked, "You have really. Sir, a beauteous 
daughter. If it were possible to bring Philadel- 
phia to Rouen, or take Leonie to Philadelphia, 
I would almost venture to express a wish, that 
she might one day be the wife of my only son 
Edward." 

** A far-off wish indeed V^ said Mr. SuberviUe, 
smiling. " What age is your boy ? ' 

" Just turned five." 

** If every thing else suited as well as their 
age, yoiur notion might not be impossible,'* re- 
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jiaed Mr. Suberrille ; and the cooTenmlioQ drop- 
ped tbere. 

The day passed quickly orer. Mr. Mowbray 
took his leaye, having arranged some matters of 
business with his host ; and he rode out of the 
Tillage, diarmed with its wealthy and thriving 
i^ipearance, and impressed with very high ideas 
of Mr. Subenrille^s probity, good sense^ and 
good circi I mstances. 



99 THE VOUis AV BLAKC* 



CHAPTER III, 

The interval between the last chapter, ancl 
the one which preceded it, advanced the pro- 
gress of my tale twelve months. The space 
fiom the abrupt conclusion of the last page, to 
the opening of the present, includes no less a 
period than twelve years. That is, no doubt, a 
hop, step, and jump manner of getting over 
time : it is quite in umson, however, with the 
way in which time itself gets over the ground. 

We must now then close our eyes on all the 
monotony of domestic affairs, for the space of 
twelve fast-flitting years, contenting ourselves 
with fanciful glimpses at the quiet tenor of 
events, passing before us Uke the shadowy trans^ 
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Bignon's daughters, and the foster-sister ot 
Leonie. 

Mr. Subervillehad been going on in gradually 
increasing wealth ; his health kept fair and goodj 
notwithstanding the many insidious efforts made 
by disease to creep into his constitution, in the 
semblance of strengthening draughts, and sudi 
like potations, strongly recommended by Glautte, 
and kindly prepared by madame, but firmly re- 
jected by the sen^ble man who felt no need of 
help, and least of all of the kind proposed. His 
wife, whose natural temperament was a mastn'- 
piece of invincible good health, had long with- 
stood the e£Fects of h^ physician'^s nostrums and 
her own attachment to them. Her constituti<»i 
struggled bravely with the noxious stuff, but she 
was at length beginning to shew signs of a 
breaking-up in the system ; not in any actual 
appearance of debility, but in a certain pursy 
look of the cheeks, some Ulious tinges in the 
nrighbourhood of the eyes; and, above aU, m 
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loM cf apprtitf, aad f«fiir» after 
cxdtiaOy wliich y in m i I wt jdmI I w it f T dniy 
vDold hsreooljlxaced the frame it now i 
to Aake to its fcandatinnfc 

Glantte, aa I befiofe mfawated^ was I 
aoraewliat stiiEer, and more bloated ; a Bttle diofft- 
wioded or so; mote laxj, perhaps; if pnsaHff, 
wredoD; and Us fimited fMiolties heiYwiiin g 
ererjr da j more iirilexihlj hardened, and gaining 
sjmptoms of an ap pr o ai 'hin g tendency to what 
migfat be called a mond ossification. Notwith- 
standing aU this, he had one ttroog imtinrt 
wludi never lost its hold upon Um. Thatwasa 
power of adapting hinwelf to dicamstance!, in 
all their Tarioas nwwlifrali op s . This aptitude, of 
which he was perfectly copscions, cBd not qppear 
tolun to militate, in the least degree, against 
hb finroorke theory ot ma t crialim ; for he £dt 
it to be truly what I describe it, sn instind: 
and he used to say to Mr. SubenriUe, in his 
prosng MMjj that "he was certain he would 
hare display e d it in some corresponding manner, 
bad he been meidy what man was OMant tobe. 



tn animal on all fours, with a long tail, and no 
^Bcourse of reason.^ Mr. Subenrille thought 
that the last clause of the sentoice needed not to 
be included as an obstacle. He was, however, 
too good tempered to send back any cutting re^ 
tort on the doctor. He thought him, from long 
acquaintance, a consummate ass, but harmless 
withal ; and he never in his life, by rebuff or 
repartee, turned the innocuous flow of his argo* 
ment out of its very deep and very muddy dian* 
nel. Listening to the monotonous strain had 
indeed become a part of Mr. Suberville^s daily 
habits. He had got into the custom of its en> 
durance, and it gained on him to such a pitdi, 
that, in his afternoon musings on his own 
affairs, or the prospects of Leonie, he found the 
accompaniment of Glautte^s drawling voio# an 
absolute want, as the burring drcHie of a bag* 
pipe is necessary to keep up a supply of wind 
for that part of the instrument which produces 
the melody. 

Mr. Suberville^s intdOigent and upright eaa^ 
duct in his magisterial a^city ensured him « 
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•hreird, unpnncipled Inwrni called Fi«D9Qii 
Faussea^iie. He bad gone Uurough ranous 
aoenes in m busj and bad liiSe, always ooveiing 
hunsdf with di^race, yet escajnog ruin bj 
mmaiing cunning. He bad beoi active in the 
ragn of terror ; and was found so us^ul to the 
pe<^c aftc^rwards in power, that they appointed 
him to the subordinate ^tuation which be hdd 
under Mr* Subcrvillc, who saw it was in vain to 
itsnionstratc against the nomination. He re- 
solved, howev^, to keep a dose watdi upon ha 
derkship^s conduct ; and exercised, in fi^t, such 
m salutary severity over him, that, excqpC k 
sosne trifling extortion of extra fees for passports 
and a»tificate5s be bad act nally , for several yean, 
been an honest man p<^ force. 

As wrinkles and supcsrstition generally keep 
the same pace in weak-minded individuals, who 
are gcMng down hill, it b not wonderful that 
Madame Suberville'^s rdiance on the patronagt 
of St Ursula should increase with her jaani 
ahhough the particular mode d bermanifesta* 
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perament. She had been instructed, as soon as 
her mind could comprehend the facts, in the 
exti^rdinary particulars of her own story. Her 
kind nurse, Aim6e, had often and often con- 
versed with her upon it ; and she had recdved a 
thousand times, from Madame Bignon, the mi- 
nutest particulars of her mother^s appearance, 
her conversation, and her death. She had read 
a few novels and books of poetry, and she 
brooded over the associations they produced, 
until, at times, her young and ardent spirit 
seemed to feel itself destined for some more than 
ordinary fate. These feelings, joined with a 
strong degree of bashfiilness, made her shrink 
from the gaze which always followed h^ when 
she left her home. She was inclined to ascribe 
solely to the remarkable appearance of her dress, 
the tributary looks of admiration which were 
paid to her uncommon beauty. Her white cos- 
tume, no doubt, attracted observation, but it was 
never until the eyes of the beholders had lost the 
view of her lovely face, and then became rivetted 
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on the symmetry of her light form, that the 
snowy robes which enfolded it, and the auxiliary 
parts of her dress possessed the least attraction. 
Her repugnance to be stared at kept her en- 
tirely from the town of Rouen. She never could 
be persuaded to go to visit the widowed Ma^ 
dame Bignon (to whom, as we shall see, she 
became an object of much interest) from the 
period which followed her twelfth year; but 
her fame had been established all through this 
ancient city, which often heard, as well as her 
immediate neighbourhood, the praises of the 
incomparable Vouie au Bkmc. 

While she thus fostered in childhood all the 
natural romance of her disposition, to which 
seclusion and piety afforded such constant food, 
another feeling was growing fast in her mind, 
*that gave it still a more powerful Uas as wo- 
manhood began to ripen. Mr. Mowbray, the 
worthy Philadelphian merchant, had in the regu- 
lar correspondence which followed his return to 
America, invariably contrived to include the 
y 2 
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name of Leonie; and by many little 
and continual kind messages, kepi up, as die 
fancied at least, a glimmering recollecticn of h» 
persony since the day of his short visit at the 
Yale of the Three Villages. But connected with 
this notion, true or false, there was the i 
tion of another individual, who, though 
except in the wtmdering clouds of h& imagina- 
tion, had in a most extraordinary manner Uend- 
ed with all ker youthful thoughts and fe cB i y , 
This was Edward, the only son (^ Mr. Mow. 
bray, to whom the reader may remembar his 
casual allusion during the before^mentiooed visit, 
and o[ whom the father never failed to say 
scMuething or other in his letters. It was curi- 
ous enou^ to see, as I have se^iu the bill of 
lading^of so many bales of cotton, or a lett^ of 
advice ot a bill of exchange, wound \xp with a 
postscript to the following eflPect, ^ Edward sends 
his love to his little wife :*" or ^^ kiss Leooie for 
me twenty times,^ and so forth — always wriw' 
ten by the father^s hand, but confinned in varW 
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first incitement of this design. It wais however, 
very natural to the disposition which she pos- 
sessed in A strong degree for the attainment of 
knowledge. Her studies had been hitherto 
limited to her own language^ which slie had 
thoroughly learned under the care of a daily 
governess who attended her, from Rouen ; the 
elementary branches of general education, 
music, drawing, and of course dancing, in all of 
which she made such progress as might be ex- 
pected from a girl of more than ordinary talents. 
But no sooner had she conceived the desire of 
acquiring the English tongue, than she hastened 
to communicate it to Mr. and Madame Suber- 
ville^ with an ardour that shewed them the 
inclination must be indulged. Consent was 
immediately given; and in order to put her wishes 
into execution, application for aid was immedi- 
ately forwarded to a person of so much impor- 
wance to the sequel of my story, that I really 
must do him the honor of opening a new chap- 
ter with the announcement of his name. 
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catMn and oonfiamlioD had dmcn dU the oilier 
kidmduab of kb nee fiar Iran thd^ 
aiidl^lumpaiiiYke& His whole piiiBS««noMaD 
the tttfriiKiAmentof ihercjHiblk^oowairt^^^^ gowr 
half-doieii 8k\«btuej, pc4hgrecfi, and nwi N ciJoo r cd 
coats; about twenlj pair of Aaakcen hrceches; 
a large quantity of ru0€S» with shiil» and firiUa 
in the prcqpartioa of ooe of the first to evrnr 
doaen of the latter ; some calk stockings, snuff- 
boxes, pasteJiuckles^ rings and brooehes; and 
« satin-wood casket, containing sundry patenu 
of nobility, marriage articles, grants of i^oates, 
and other proofs of gentle blood, le^timacy , and 
feudal rights. With this stock of merchandiae* 
Mons. de Choufleur, or as he was more fitfni* 
liarly called, Mons. Hippolite, conimenced his 
trade of anigrant, knight-enant, fortimeJtun- 
ter, and soi^hamt marquis. AAer buasing and 
bustUng about his native Normandy for aomr 
years folk)wing the annihilation of atich pretcA- 
uons as were his only inheritance, he detcf^ 
mined to expatriate himself to tha hospitabb 
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a good deal of amusement. People laughed at 
his impudence as well as his other manifold 
risible qualities. He never discovered his 
treasures, and soon squandered the little savings 
which he had amassed with English industry, to 
dispose of with the improvidency peculiar to his 
countrymen. He was as litigious as any one in 
Normandy ; and having made an acquaintance 
with Francois Faussecopie, who was all things 
unto all men, he employed him to make searches 
into the innumerable intricacies of the revolu- 
tionary decrees, to find out some pretexts for 
law-suits, to recover rights which no one had 
ever heard of but from him. All the assiduity 
of his counsellor could not, however, succeed, 
even in Normandy, to muster up one possible 
cause for litigation ; and poor Monsieur Hippo- 
lite found himself reduced to the sad neces^ty 
of becoming a teacher df English to such of tl^ 
gentry in Rouen and its neighbourhood as 
would condescend to hold communion, even 



tfaiDt^ tbe pogce of a fj^EHMHr. wit( u«* 
decply-faated lucdon -wlmmt hm^pmf^' wm^ oc^ 
odered as faodbarous mh itself «»»* odwiito 1 < 
carry iik prefect into cffioct, ih |ew^- ui in 
wandeiii^ about the eomtr} , aac. ii»ec iuii>- 
adf in a little chamber mi the- iouiUi M0r\ d 
aoe of tbe oldest houfleb in tmti tA the jMn<a»«;*' 
streets of BouflD. To attact lh« |MMMrk-ir 
and give pnyiritT to ht^ duniicEi. a itttH- baiL 
board himg ■finwinri b\' a fltnit^' ivau hi 
I iiai'mi ntj aad daa@:b^g do«ru ah iar m- ti*« i<ut 
paiiBB of the flhot>-wiiid0t^' hetii^ . mmsvhtc: a 
printed chasadcrb at ose Mik. ti** iulKv^iu* 
words: 

Br5 Of ^m: BiiCLiflftf Tutiutf 

BT JOmfifl CiMnJfLKVE 

H£ eiVfSS -TXtt fASnCKUfiil U£MO^^ 

7D AmXLBBB OOGBSiaF TO TiU. <ittKMtttMIUi; <AAM> 

iS£0^ L^ Tlli: PUftTtl. 

At the r ever ae side wa^ the lahuwiii|f t m ui fai - 
tion, £ar tiie hendit tff the «uiMtfr\' |E«aitkaiM«, J 
suf^ioae, and af^aoHtt^ the wMi*e«rhat aaftbi- 
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guous meaning of the original to those even who 
understood English. 

COURS DE LANGUE ANGLAISB, 

PAR M. DE CflOUFLElTR, 

IL DONNE DBS LE9ONS FARTICULIERES. 
S' ADDRESSER AU PROFESSBUR, QUI RESTE AC 

QUATRIKME. 

This tempting announcement had certainly 
taken some persons in — not only to the house, 
but in other ways^ as may be supposed. Nothing 
was ever more absurd than the jumble of traab 
which this professor taught his pupils ; and as 
the limited knowledge of our language Which 
existed in France before the peace was alrooat 
entirely acquired from some such source, we 
need not wonder at our first visitors to Paris 
having been obliged to request that their French 
friends would translate their English greetings, 
to make them comprehensible. In this way, 
however, Monsieur Ilippolite got his livelihoed, 
and having no competitors, at least none lets 
^(Hrant than himself, he became in a few years 
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repeatedly declared that the tongue of love (la 
Icmgue d'^amour) was little suited to the palate 
of the females of Normandy, for it was noto- 
rious that not one of them, of any age or degree, 
would listen beyond the first five minutes to his 
lectures. 

Monsieur Hippolite thought this most unac- 
countable. He frequently looked at himsdf 
in the glass from head to foot, and could see no 
physical cause of failure. To accomplish this 
favourite employment, he was obliged to stand 
on a chair ; and it was while he was in the laud* 
able exercise of this self-examination on a sharp 
frosty Sunday morning, after a recent rebuff from 
the wife of his landlord, that the old woman 
servant who attended him put a billet into his 
hands, signifying that ^' Mademoiselle Leonie 
Suberville would feel honored by the atten- 
dance of M. de Choufleur at the Valley, for the 
purpose of commencing a course of instruction 
in the English language.'* 

His raptures on the perusal of these lines were 
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ture, he felt an inspiration, as he said, that 
impelled him quite irre^stibly to throw himself 
in her way, and give their mutual sympathies a 
fair chance of coming into contact. For this 
purpose he had made many inefi*ectual attempU 
to get acquainted with Mr. Suberville, and at 
last, about three months previous to the recep- 
tion of Leonie s billet, he had taken the plan 
of regularly attending, every Sunday morning, 
at the earliest celebration of mass, in the little 
church close to Mr. Suberville's dwelling, 
where Madame and her adopted dau^ter 
were punctually seen offering up their matin 
orisons. 

In this solemn, though humble sanctuary, did 
the already enamoured Ilippolite first catch a 
view of the object of his passion. 

Covered in a cloak of white satin, trimmed 
with white fur, a white bonnet on her head, and 
a long white veil concealing her lovely face, a 
pair of white cloth shoes with white fur bind- 
ings peeping out like little rabbits from under 




nviuk in- 




114 THE VOUAe AU BLANC. 

tions had been going on from their pit-a-pat 
pace, when he first saw Leonie glide into the 
church, into regular gradations of trot, canter, 
and gallop, until they so far overpowered him 
on her taking the posture of prayer, that, yield- 
ing to the invisible sympathy which regulated 
his movements by hers, he dropped down upon 
his knees, with an abruptness that caused the 
sound which so surprised her. 

Her first impulse when her eye caught his 
figure, was to burst into a loud laugh; but 
respect for the sacred scene of the adventure 
quickly countermanded that temptation, and she 
was forced to a restrained and smothering kind 
of hysteric, which required her utmost efforts 
to keep within bounds. Madame Suberville, 
buried in the depth of her devotions, had neither 
eyes nor ears for what was passing round her ; 
but to justify our heroine's apparent levity, I 
must give my readers a short, slight sketch of 
Monsieur Hippolite's appearance and costume, 
as she saw it at this period. 

He was in the first place precisely five feet 
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dimensions seemed to threaten on the least 
exertion to burst their searments, that is to say, 
the seams of the old darned silk stockings, 
whose natural white was blended with the yel- 
low leaf of time, and the powder blue of the 
washerwoman. The face was of a peculiar 
nature. It was not actually ugly, but particu- 
larly droll. The forehead slanted back directly 
from the eye-brows, the nose advanced beyond 
the utmost verge of the aquiline. The eyes, 
of light blue, followed the nose with dreadful 
strainings, and stood far out of their sockets ; 
white eye-brows, and lids unlashed, offered no 
reUef to this unnatural projection ; and the 
small mouth and chin sloping inwards, precisely 
in the same ratio with the forehead, gave a 
grey-hound sort of look to the whole physiog- 
nomy. The hair, naturally flaxen, was short 
and curled, and filled with powder and poma- 
tum; the cheeks were ruddy, and covered in 
part with an amber coloured down, that formed 
a perfect caricature of whiskers on each. 
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3L Hippdlite not <mIj praerre dMie 
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«a aU onrjiioMi He wore nagt, and 
and btickjes, inenonDoiK profiaaoii, and he had 
tluvmgfa all the changes ct hk latter life eos- 
tnTed to keep one drev wait tarmtd out a£ At 
remains of his andest waidrobe. Qb the pne- 
sent oocafiHJO, hehadallhiatreaauvsoaUsfaack 
aad other appropriate parts. His ooe hit pair 
<»f oik fitockings hare faeea ilnrilj ■ftiiifMd 
TheganDeolBDext bioidcr, Conaed of what oaoe 
looked nankeen, now voce the n enib Un ce of 
▼crjr ill-vadied wUte cafioo, and his vnisteoat 
was alk that had been originallja bright violet, 
bet was now wadied into the hoe of the outer 
edge of an expiring lainbow; and, nring no- 
thing of the crcrat or fiiU, and less than nothing 
of the mysterious garoMnt to which theyfemed 
nppr n djgcs , I maj notioe the antient raae^io- 
looted coat, which had been long noe dyed. 
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first a brilliant purple, and afterwards the most 
sombre shade of black. Monsieur Hippolite*8 
former profession of dancing master had had a 
much more bracing effect on the muscular ex- 
pan^on of his preposterous calves, than on the 
nervous system of his thread-bare coat. It was 
reduced to the very shadow of a shade ; and the 
many hues imprinted upon it during its various 
changes, gave to it a chameleon-coloured mix- 
ture that had a most extraordinay effect, as its 
flimsy texture was sported with by the various 
accidents of light and shade. 

Such was the man, take him for all in all, as 
he burst upon tiie astonished gaze of Leooie. 
It is not necessary to dwell on his emotions nor 
her amusement, following in weekly revolutions 
for the three months succeeding this portentous 
interview. De Choufleur had actually worked 
himself into a sort of belief that he was fairly in 
love, and the innocent object of his delusicm 
was so pleased with the ludicrous exhibiticHi 
which he presented every Sabbath morning, that 
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CHAPTER V. 

De Choufleue's thoughts slipped on me 
smoothly as his feet, while he slided along the 
frosty road towards the vale. His mind par- 
ticipated in the elasticity of his nerves, and his 
hopes swelled big and giant-like, in sympathy 
with the sinews of his calves. He was con- 
vinced that love had at last set the spark to that 
long train of well directed looks, and passionate 
contortions of face and carcase, which he had 
so skilfully prepared for explo^on in the deep 
chambers of Leonie^s heart. He congratulated 
himself over and over again, that he bad not 
even strove by any premature effort to force 
himself upon her, nor done any thing to thwart 



THE VOUiE AV BLAVC. ISl 

the effect of bis deep design ; and just as be 
got close to Mr. Suberville*s bouse, he was 
forced to lean against a little projectioD, and 
stop awhile to take breath, to prepare himself 
for the coming meeting. 

The time he had lost in rapt4ires over the 
note of inritation, had completely prevented his 
usual attendance at the morning serviccy and 
given Madame Suberville and Leonie so fSur the 
start of him, that they had returned home and 
breakfasted before he reached the bouse. Leonie 
by no means expected bis appearance, so 
promptly following her summons. She was 
therefore not a little surprised to see bis well* 
known 'figure doping down by the course of the 
little rivulet, and sliding across the glassy sur* 
face of the irrigated bleach green« She could 
scarcely restrain herself from laughing outright; 
but knowing that Monsieur HippoUte stood 
high in the good graces of her mamma, on the 
score of bis piety, she had always abstained, in 
ber presence, from any expression which might 

VOL. III. ' C 
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make him an object of ridicule. And it maj 
be well to premise in this place, that her inno- 
cent mind had never imagined any cause for his 
asaduous attentions at church, but those which 
piety might afford. She had frequently laughed 
and talked about him to Alfred Suberville, the 
son of the deceased captain, who was her con- 
stant confidant when she had any secret joke to 
communicate relative to Dr. Glautte, or any 
other subject appertmning to the ludicrous. I 
may here mention that this cousin, as she in 
courtesy called him, was, in pursuance of the 
plans of his designing mother eternally hoveriog 
about Leonie, her lover by anticipation, and in 
right of her the future inheritor of his uncle*s 
wealth. He was a good-tempered careless 
youth, and liked Leonie very weU, without either 
loving her or being loved. He was at the val- 
ley on the morning in question ; and he espied, 
at the same moment as she, the florid face of 
De Choufleur, blooming through the mist sent 
up by his breath into the frosty air. The forced 
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wiist and elbow^ and just touched his left side 
tvith the tips of his thumb and fore fing^. 
Thus arranged, and throwing his eyes round the 
room, he began " Gentlemen and Ladies !" — 
when Madame Suberville, rising and advancing 
towards him, cut short the thread of his dis- 
course with " good morning, Sir : I am very 
happy indeed to receive a gentleman so distin- 
guished, as well for his knowledge of {oreign 
languages, as for his attendance on the duties of 
his religion. Pray give yourself the trouble to 
walk in ; this is my husband, Sir, and that my 
nephew, and yonder sits my daughter, Sir, your 
future pupil.'* 

*^ Ah, Madame !^ sighed the amorous Hippo- 
lite, rather confused by the abrupt impediment 
made in his speech, but utteriy overwhelmed 
by this actual introductioft to Leonie, " ah, 
Madame ! I know her already.*' 

Mr. Suberville just raised his eyes above the 
margin of the newspaper, and bowed his head 
slightly to De Choufleur. The plaintive tone 
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This was addressed ta Leonie <Crect, and in 
a tone which was meant as the very deepest key 
of the passionate and pathetic. Leonie who wat 
really ashamed of the earnest gaze he fixed on 
her, and unable any longer to keep her counte- 
nance, bhisbed the deepest shade of scarlet, and 
stuffing her handkerchief into her mouth, turned 
to the window to conceal her confusion and 
enjoy her laugh, 

De Choufleur seeing^ the Mudi^ and ancoD- 
scious of its accompaniment, attributed the whde 
to the cause which he considered the right one ; 
but held his tongue firmly between his teeth, 
afraid to commit himself by the utterance of 
the delight with which he was binning. 

Alfred, who amply enjoyed the scene, inraie- 
diately exclaimed to Madame Suberville, ^^oooie 
along, my dear aunt; let us leave Leonie 
and Monsieur de Choufleur to commence their 
studies* I see they are anxious to be alone.'' 

^^ The sooner the better,**^ said Madame: 
^^ when affisurs of instruction are to.be arran^^ 
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door dose, and knew she was alone with her 
insttuctor. That oonsideration immediately 
brought her feelings to a proper level, and with 
a. blended graciousness and composure she 
looked at De Choufleur, and begged him to 
take a chair. It was lucky for him that she 
possessed this prompt sense of her own pro- 
priety^ for had she waited one minute longer he 
would have been down on his knees on the 
cambric muslin handkerchief, which he was pre- 
paring to spread out for the protection of his 
nankin knee-corerers. 

Her calmness and dignity cliilled him like an 
icicle, for he had not only believed Madame 
Suberville and'the cousin to hare been paving 
the way, afr it were, for his avowal, but sup- 
posed her to be melting in the warmth of a ten- 
der Qonfuacm. He therefore stared at her stiD, 
but with a contraction of mouth and brow that 
qpoke unutterable things. She repeated her 
invitation that he would be seated, as she was 
already ;* upon which be took a chair with a 



JUC 



f* 1m4mffek4mmwkmmi 




ISO TH£ VOn£S AU BLAKC. 

The retpectiye marks <^ admiradon are mcaat 
to denote the varying emphasis which aoeon^ 
panied his utterance of each expression. For 
the tcMie and manner^ I think they must have 
beggared description. 

After a little Ume lost in tMs gentle foolery, 
Leonie, who of course did not understand a word 
of what he sidd, requested he would gjve her a 
task to perform, and he, struck by a momentary 
thought^ told her he invariably b^an with hin 
pufHls by making them write down a few sen- 
tences in English and repeat those exercises daily ^ 
to give them a familiarity with the iqppearance 
of the words, and for other purposes of instruc- 
tion which he would explain as she advanced. She 
accordingly took from her nice little writing box 
(which was a present of Mr. Suberville*s on her 
last f^te day) pen, ink and paper, and in her deli- 
cate hand wrote as follows^ by his diction,, the 
orthography of many of the words being guided 
by his pronunciation. 

^* My deer how I am glad to make you know- 
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flet, aad die beat bmL I five <m lorf ! hj 
treat bmnKe one ovca^aid I Urn jnos wilk 
mjlMfftr* 

To this EmriM he nwie her mid htr mmmtr 
and folding it up in the fcm of a ktfier, he cjn> 
fullj pot it IB his pocket. Thea, a> if mgul ty 
aooie Tiolcnt hunrj, he took lis larr^ ] 
to come s^aiB the fiollofviiig dojr : aad to i 
aD doufaca wUcfa wi^st be raggeated m to the 
cause of bia speed, I b^ to aajr thoa: it was* 
mei^tat the gratificatioo of mi extiaordnMvj 
Tamtj, wfakfa made bin ij firoiB the house to 
gazeupoo thbimintcBdedkxTeJetter, aodTohnv 
tarily deceirelnma^with theCncj that it was 
reall]r the dictation of Leonie^s own heart. 

He cominued his attendance some weeks^ but 
was ahrajrs kept at a proper distance by the 
decorous bearii^ of hk popil, whoy young a» 
she wfis, had good sense enoi^ to see the 
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netessity of a very determined and represave 
manner towards hkn. Her progress in English 
was^ as may be supposed^ most imperfect. The 
greatest difficulty presented to her naturally 
acute mind, was the lamentable ignorance of her 
teacher, and she soon discovered his incom* 
petence. She nevertheless saw the necesaty of 
some assistance to help her through the morasa 
of our inoomprehenrible pronunciatiooy and 
though she found that she could learn the prin> 
dpies of the language with her grammar and 
her dictionary, she thought she must have 
floundered on in ignorance for ever if she did 
not avail herself of Monsieur de Choufleur^s 
acquaintance with the sounds of the harsh-looking 
consonantal words. Hippolite told her that in 
this branch he was peHect ; and she taking his 
assertbn, not quite for granted, but for better 
for worse, they continued to jog forward together. 
He was wonderfully cautious as to any expression 
of his passion at which her delicacy might talc* 
the alarm. Quite satisfled with being so fre- 
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tions. Beleeve mee untill the deth, theev^ 
loafly, 

Leonie.^ 

^^ My cousin Alfred makes the galous, but I 
thee promise I will many myself with thee as 
soon as my widies are dead.*'' 

I have already said that De Choufleur's in- 
tention in making Leonie write the first of these 

* It would be DO doubt an act of supererogatioD to ex- 
plain away all the mistakes of those letters. It may, bow- 
ever, be well to translate this last one into French, such as 
Monsieur Hippolite s^terwards declared it was meant for. 

** Nuit et jour, matin et soir, mes pensto sont ^ toi. 
Dans TEglise ou & la promenade, dans les myst^resdu 
sommeil ou en plein jour, c*est toi mon cher qui es devant 
mes yeux, la t^te toujours inclin^e aupr^s de Tautel, ou je 
brule de t'^tre unie, sans ra^me la Ceremonie de fetre ac- 
cords par mes parens. Crois moi jusqu* h la mort t« XrH 
afl^tion^e, 

L^nie. 

Mon cousin AIfi«d fait lejaloux; mais jc te promets de 
me marier avec toi aussitot que mts yoeox seiont expire 
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effbsioiis was merely for luft prmtte j 
but DO socHier had he powcMcd Imntdf </ tiPO or 
three, than his egreffoas ftmitj and foDj wmAr 
him oc»iceiYe the idea of ihewing tbeai to a tew 
select friends, in proof of his haring socctcdcd 
in gaining her affections. He tbefefinre turned 
his thoughts on Faustecopie, and fdt that it 
would be a fine triumph orer his incrednlitjr 
r^arding Hippolite'^s powers of {^easing, to 
shew him undar Leonie^s own hand sereral 
InUeU-douXy which being written in aforeign lan- 
guage, gave sufficient proof of there being some- 
thing meant for secresy — and what so likelj 9a 
omfessions of lore? But he was too well aware 
€3t Faussecopie^s shrewdness, not to feel it neces- 
sary to wait a reasonable time for his pupifs 
acquirement of the language in which he was 
to prove her having written, and he was fbfced 
to keep his intended revelaticHi in petio until 
be was very near being obliged to abandon his 
design altogether. 

Leonie, who laboured night and day at the 
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new study which seemed to her romantic mind 
to contract the expanse of ocean that separated 
her from Edward Mowbray, caught now and 
dien a word or phrase in her fixoed exerases 
which seemed to her of yery doubtful import 
Her own mis-spdiing of Hippcdite'*8 false pro- 
nunciatkm defied detection in many instances by 
means ol the dictionary, but still she thought it 
odd that he deferred from day to day patting 
ha* to the translation of those scraps, which die 
obaeryed him to keep widi such great care, and 
to fdd up always in the fc»m of lettars. She 
spoke to him on the subject, but at first got 
vague answers, as to her not being yet fit £or 
entering on that particular braadi of his method 
of instruction; but one expression which he 
dictated to her about a ford^t after theoooi- 
mencement of his lessoas boie so eridcntly a 
local and amorous meaning, that she refused to 
write it, to his very great confusion. Taking 
advantage of this, she peremptorily demanded 
that he should produce aa the foUowiag day 
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the whole coUectioii of exercises, that she might 
re-examine them, and be^ her task of translate 
ing, if it was ever to be done. De Choufleur 
recovered himself, pondered all that evening ou 
the subject, and the next morning produced his 
bundle, containing, as she supposed, the whole of 
those important documents* She had not the 
least memory of the words of those earliest writ- 
ten, and was quite unsuspidous as to the number 
produced ; so seizing the packet from the table 
where Monsieur Hippolite placed it, she flung 
it into the fire, and saw it in a moment consumed 
to ashes. Her pleasure on this occanon was 
equalled by Mondeur Hippolite^s, for he had 
bc^un to feel a little awkward on the subject, 
and had himself concdved the plan of burning 
the exercises in Leonie^s presence ; having first 
safely secreted in his satin-wood casket, and 
placed at the bottom of his old hairy trunk at 
h(Mne,, the two tender epistles which I have 
already copied for the reader. 

He could scarcely restrain his joy, when he 
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saw Leonie^s own fair hand relieve him from aU 
inquietude relative to the consumed or the exist- 
ing writings ; and he did not even put on a sem- 
blance of ill-humour. Leonie was pleased at 
this; for she thought her proceeding would 
have given him offence; and his forbearance 
afforded her the most favouraUe view she had 
yet had of his temper and dispoution. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Events of a most mcMiientous nature were 
DOW about to burst on the fortunes and the fate 
of our heroine and her friends ; or^ as she did^ 
and we mighty call them, her parents. Sudden 
changes from wealth to penury, from influence 
to nothingness, from what the world believes 
respectability, to what it miscalls disgrace, are 
too. frequent to be wondered at even in the pages 
of a romance. Let no one, therefore, marvel 
that one of these shifdngs in the soenes of life 
diould have been exhibited by the family, into 
whose bosom I have been introducing my rea- 
ders, long before I got a footing there myself. 
I never knew them in their prosperity, yet I 
heartily moiuned over the recital of their mi&- 
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fortunes, and the accident from which they 
arose. 

It was on a fine clear morning, in the month 
of March, 1811, that Mr. Suberville received 
from Rouen a large consignment of raw cotton 
for the use of the manufactory. Mr. Mowbray s 
letter, which contained the particulars, and 
which should have announced its coming, had 
been detained by some accident, and therefore 
a proper arrangement for the reception c^ the 
cotton could not be made in the very few days 
which elapsed, from the arrival of fhe ship and 
the discharge of the cargo at Rouen. Mr. Su- 
berville was in consequence obliged to stow 
away in every possible part of the factory and 
warehouses, and even in the garrets and waste 
rooms of his dwelling, the packages and bales 
This buaness occupied the greater part of the 
tlay, and although the indefatigable master 
staid up the whole night to guard against mis- 
haps, he could not be every where, nor secure 
fVom the negligence of others. A tired and 
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genms immjiWhi The £unO j hsving, as they 
tkoog^ taken every WMmmMrt of wetmkjj vent 
to bed; tihe: laoMs bant out; they defied all 
the cCbrts of the ndgUKNiifaood to exthigiikfa 

uakmawm m Frmee ; and the next mamiiig Mr. 
SabenriD^ his «i& and CbdQ j, were widiout 
hooflc, or fiKtory, or fiortune — utterly mmed. 

Utter ran, tte aD other plnases the ■ga iC - 
ration of vnicfa has a retrospective appncstioa, 
BHKt be taken in idation to Conner dmim- 
rtanresj and nKans here compmr&Ave ruin. Mr. 
Sdb e ifiB e was not redaced to b eggar y ; Cor, on 
w indi n g ftp his aooounts, which, to his aocunte 
and cool findj ^^^^ eren in his circuinstanoes, a 
dhort tadc, he fioond that his kmg savii^ in 
tcade woold pi^ aO his cnxfitors, and leave fabn 
a sum prodndng dboat one faundred pounds 
stediog yearly interest His chkf veahh being 
\m factory and its madmerr, with Ins TaloaUe 
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house and its contents., was lost beyond redemp- 
tion. 

In the shelter offered to him and his family in 
the residence of his next neighbour, and even in 
sight of the blackened and smoking walls of the 
factory where he had made his fortune, and of 
the dwelling where he had so long enjoyed it, — 
even there he arranged the whole statement of 
his affairs, with a eomposure and promptness 

almost incredible. He took this cruel blow with 
the serenity which always passes for philosophy, 
but which is not always entitled to that subUme 
epithet. ' There is a constitutional stillness of 
feeling, which, though it do not degenerate into 
actual stagnation, approaches it in some men 
very nearly. A mind buried among the bleak 
and barren heights of commercial calculations, 
may be compared* to a lake embosomed in lofty 
mountains, that throw at once their shelter and 
thdr shadow upon its surface. Emotions fluu 
ter round the one, as the winds blow round the 
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He had often conferred benefits, but never m- 
spired a feeling of gratitude. If he offered the 
warm cup of hospitality to his guests, he was 
sure in the sequel to dash it with ice. If he lent 
money, he lent it with an air of coldness. If he 
refused it, the refusal was softened down by no 
expression of regret. If the debt were paid, he 
put the money in his pocket. If lost, he drove 
the transaction from his mind. 

A man Uke this can never inspire general 
affection, but he may excite a great deal of 
regard. Probity and judgment are qualities so 
valuable, that the world passes over in their 
favour many defects in what are called feelings 
of the heart, and eems to consider the misfor- 
tunes of their possessors as so many special acts 
of injustice on the part of Fate ; while many men 
give their sympathy to such sufferers as a sort of 
propitiation to destiny to keep the evil from 
themselves. It was on this principle, no doubt, 
at least in a great measui'e, that on the second day 
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tiie&talire^adepiiMiai finnlhediief 
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WUle Leonie, who wis preMnt at iUb scene, 
selected on Mr. SuberriDeV condnct, he booke 
ihesed of a letler wkioh was just pot into hk 
lands. ^Ab,''sBdhe,glannigaferit,and 
throwing it on the tdde,^ it is too btef* Leo- 
ne looked at k, and saw it was fiom Mr. Mow. 
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SubenriUe nodded a silent < 
the poslHUjpt* 

Toi^ m. ] 
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*' Je pense toujours ima ch^re petite Leonie, 
et j'esp^re de faire sa connoiftsance un jour. 

" Edward Mowbray.'^ 

*^'Ahy my dear papa,^ cried Leohie, her eyes 
filKng with tears once more, and her cheeks 
flushed with pleasure, << ah, here at all events is a 
friend that loves you, aiid will sympathize with 
us. I dotf t speak of Edward— I was not think- 
ing of him at all — I mean Mr. Mowbray — now 
you don't suppose I meant the s6n ?" 

" How could you, my dear, when he does 
nbt know you? You give me a supposition 
whidi I could not have conceived— so take care, 
my dear child, think before you speak always.^ 

" So' I do, papa; and I think, and will say 
-that Mr. Mowbray will immediately write to 
you like a warm-hearted generous friend, mak- 
ing you just the same kind of oflers as the 
Rouen' merchants, only doing it in a way that 
will more strongly p^ove his affection.^ 

** We shall see,*' was the reply ; and Leonie 
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then went to yruii Madame SuberviQe^ who had 
.oerer quitted her bed ame the fixe, but was 
coDrtaQtly atteaded bj Doctor Ghntte, and, bj 
getting daily wone, proFing the intimate eon- 
nection between caiue and eflSsct. Mr. Saber- 
^Oe aat down oo the qpot to reply to Mr. Mow. 
brayy to countermand a freih oider wUch he 
had lately aent for another supply of eottoo, and 
to announce at once the payment of thebillafbr 
the last unlucky consignment, and the misfortune 
of which it was the cause. 

His next occupation was to write oflkially to 
the gover nm ent, stating briefly his diange of 
circumstances, and requesting, in consequenc e, 
that he might be permitted to resign his office of 
mayor, in £&Tour of some one more suited to 
maintain it with distinction. This buaness 
being arranged, he paid a Ttiit to his wife^s 
apartment, took Glautte aside, and communi- 
eated to him, as his coadjutor, the step he had 
taken, and then went early to the Bureauto sign 
I papers, and see that Faussecopie toc^ no 
H ft 
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ad^raiitage of the posture of his afikin to jda jr 
any vtricks. As he left the Bureau agam, to 
make final arrangements for a new residenoe and 
future measures, he met Olautte, walking leas 
slowly than usual^ towards the place he caml? 
from. There was something he thought veiy 
unusual in that, and still more in the war of the 
doctor's countenance, which was scnnethingat once 
brisk and abstracted, but the latter expression {H^ 
ponderated so mudi, that he passed Mr. Suber- 
ville in the narrow street of the village without 
seeing him, and mardied stnught into the house 
where the Bureau was held, without erer oiiae 
strydng (as was hisv wcmt) his cane in a pestle- 
like motion against the ground, to ^ve a mingled 
official and furofessional notice of his coming. 

As Mr. Suberville walked towards his tempo- 
rary home, Glautte entered the fittle room where 
Faussecopie was writing, and having carefully 
closed the door, put hb cane in a comer, seated 
himself, and having taken a ynnch of snuff, and 
condescendingly offered another to the wily 
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clerky he cautiouslj, in a half whigper, infaraHed 
him of Mr* Subenrille^s reugnadoa of his office. 
This was a matter of surprise and great joy to 
Faussecofne, for the uncompromising integrity 
and deepleas energy of the mayor had been long 
a heart-rending check on his pasnon for mal- 
pncdce. Glautte expressed to him his certainty 
that Mr. Benoist, a neighbour of Bfr> Suber* 
▼ille% would be ajqpointed his successor, and 
his object was now to ccmsult with his friend 
Fraofob on the best means of comii^ round that 
gentleman, so as to secure his own confirmation 
in the office of adjoint 

. Fausseoo]^ with his usual acuteness, saw, in 
an instant glance, all the advantages to be made 
of the present state of sAirs. There never was 
aman.soperfecdy aiiited'tobe an instrument in 
the hands of such a knave as wsas our friend 
Doctor Glautte; and Fausseoopie*s immediate 
notioa was to make him apply to be himsdf ap- 
pdnted successor to Mr. SuberviHe,- making the 
prospective engagement to reward his adviser 
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with the skuation of adjoint Here he knew he 
would be most fully his' superior's master, and 
without any hentatidii he devek^ied hb proposal 
Glautte was qiiite ^^fiamM ^' (to use his favorite 
phrase) at tins starring proposition. His am^ 
lution, or sdf-oonfidence, had never soared so 
high. He hemmed, and hawed, and hesitated, 
and rolled his eyes, while Faussecopie, not heed^ 
ing his embarrassineilt, ricetched a petition to the 
minister c^ th^ intcncM*, which, in additkm to die 
notorious lie that Glautte had i«M* years per* 
formed the duties of the oflke, threw a sort of 
nde-winded imputation on Mr. Sid>erv]Ik's 
present capability, couched in the language oi 
r^;ret at his friend's misfortune having seriously 
afiected his health, and robbed him of the mental 
v^ur for which he had been formeriy dis- 
tii^ished. The petition ended with most over, 
whdmiiq; professions of homage and devotion to 
the eknperor, his imperial and royal house and 
dynasty. Faussecopie thrust this up before tb» 
face of the bewildered doctor, whose eyes started 
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Corwud, in their usual odd wmy wkoi aoj tfaing^ 
mused him suddenly fion m state of mora iJuui 
mmmnn stupidity. He read the sketd^ m^ 
approved of it; and, by the desire of hia ad f isei» 
he wrote in his least illfgibtr hand n finr eopy« 
iduch was put into the post ofioe, sod Cor- 
warded by the same courier that canied lie. 
SuberviUe^s proposal of resignatiao. No sooner 
was this first step taken, thanGkmHe bdkved 
himsdf possesKd of all that it was meant to laad 
to; he held himself iqp twice aa sdity aa be&ira, 
Stan^ed his cane on the gsonnd ten 
oonseqoentiaUy, put his solilary gM 
forward with n more dffrmMWid air, caUad 
Franfois Fansseoopie his best fkiend and the 
author of Us eievatian, dropped off ftom hb 
Tisits to Madame SidMaTille, nod trcated widi 
tolal neglect his old fiiend and sisady 
Csotar* xhe nnmediate consai|nem 
fiom tH this ware, his Csnner palisnt getting 
perfectly wcD, and Us old patron being greatly 
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: Thb o^ouB instance of dull ingratitvde had 
a ibriking contrast in the yoktile disinterested- 
ness of De Chouflenr. His first. impoHie 00 
liearing of the destructiye fire, while it jet raged 
the monung after its out-bursting, was to jump 
out of bed in his shirt, and fiy off ^^acooutred 
as be was^ to the scene of action, with his ima- 
gination all fiill of fiames, and shrietks, and kd- 
don, buckets of water, incredible exertions, 
fainting fits^ and-*Leonie. But <m a moment^s 
reflection, he hastily equipped himself in his 
•Yery day suit cf brown camUtt^ and bugrried 
. off to the Vale. As be approached it, he saw 
the appalling prospect of a conflagration by dqr- 
li^t;. and that is the moment to witness sodi m 
scene in ita most hi4aaus aspect*— when the 
splendid bursts of flame ba^e no ground-work 
in this daikness (tf night, and do not clothe sur- 
rounding objects in tints of fantastic wikbess; 
but when a dreary bkze is lookii^ sickly in the 
brightness of morning, and the desolate niiD 
staring out in plain and harrowing ds&mity. 
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: Thb (mUoub instance of dull ingratitvde had 
a itiriking contrast in the yoktile dtunterested- 
ness of De Chouflenr. His first, impalse oa 
(leaiing of the destructive fire, while it yet raged 
the monung after its out-bursting, was to jump 
out of bed in his shirt, and fiy off ^^aoooutred 
as be was ^ to the scene of action, with his ima- 
gination all fiill of fiames, and sbrietksy and kd- 
dwB, buckets of water, incredible exertions, 
Minting fits, and-*Leonie. But <m a moment^s 
Section, he hastily equipped himself in his 
fyeiy day suit cf brown camUtt^ and buyried 
off to the Vale. As he approached it, he saw 
the appalling prospect of a conflagration by dqr- 
li^ht^ and that is the moment to witness such a 
scene in its. most hi4aaus aspect*— when the 
splendid bursts of flame have no ground-work 
in this darkness (tf night, and do not clothe sur- 
rounding objects in tints of fantastic wildness ; 
but when a dreary bkse is lookii^ ookly in the 
brightness of morning, and the desolate ruin 
staring out in plain and harrowing deformity. 
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wander about the desolate premises all the day^ 
and all the night to<^ searching among the cin- 
ders and rubbish for any little relic of Leonie^s 
property, and happy beyond all expression At 
finding a olver thimble, a needle case, a half- 
consumed shoe, and a ribbon sash (like all her 
habiliments, whit^) aU of which he recognised, 
with the' sharpness of a lover'^s eye, as having 
fonfierly belonged to her. These he carefully 
cdlected and folded up in his checked cotton 
pocket handkerdiief, ready to stow away in the 
depoi^tory of all his other valuables — the satin- 
wood casket His great scdicitude- about the 
burning house, and his frequent enquiries 
touched Mr. Suberville, who had not failed to 
observe his movements in the midst of all the 
bustle. 

While Hippolite seemed taking a last Hn- 
gering look at the gaping cavity which once con- 
tained the window of Leonie^s room, and just as 
he prepared to set out for Rouen after four-and- 
twenty hours searchii^ and fasting, Mr. Suber* 
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and fixB^ aU odKr ri i ffM M rtMmai in Us jojr* 
An JDvitadaon to oame m mod ymt^^A^ <jp«te 
look aviy fab j|ipcdt0--fiHr tfe aoBiCBC He 
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JjrpmpMol that Mr. Sufacnrme vodd ^mAt 
faiiA loontkne his Jttcaduo^ on Madi»M^ 
Loonie, yjthoat any rpiniiprstian bnt die deqi, 

Mr. SidienriQey nerer drrianiig of die tender 
aeotiaKSts vhidk n^ged on dus generous oCsr^ 
hchi om his hand to HippoBlr^ who set»dnpan 
it, and pBeaeed it hetvwn both of his to his 
Aevt, wheenUnd diei 
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On readiing the little room appfopriated to the 
US0 of Mr. Suberville^ and where Leonie was 
. seated preparing his coffee, poor Hippolite could 
no longer contain his emotion. It burst through 
^every sluice of feeling, and, dropping down on 
his knees at Leonie^s feet, he caught her handf 
which he kissed with a frenzied air, sobbing and 
blubbering like a newly-whipped school4x>y. 
Although the scene was the very, acme of the 
ludicrous, neither Leonie nor Mr. Suberville 
could witness it without being affected, accord- 
ing to their various gradations of sensibility. 
Our heroine could not smile any more than 
^eep, but she b^ged Hippolite to rise, with ex- 
pressions gt heartfelt gratitude for his sympathy ; 
while Mr. Suberville poured out a hot bowl o( 
cafS au hit, and heaped a plate with tiuge slices 
-of a large saucissonj which bore, he thought, a 
strong analogy to the fulness of De Choufleur^s 
•feelings, and formed the most appropriate relief 
ito the emptiness of his stomach. The ennqf>. 
■tured Hippolite had never felt so hiqppy or so 
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hungry. His appetite and fab delight seemed 
both to return, and to grow on what they fed 
on. He ate, and drank, and looked, and 
sighed, and ate and drank again ; and to crown 
all, he was assured of continuing his lessmis to 
Leonie, though not exactly on bis own terms. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The preparations for Mr. Suberville^s change 
of residence were soon completed. He hired a 
large and long-deserted house, which, with its 
surrounding paddock and dependencies, bore the 
name of Le Vallon, being situated low down in 
the valley, at about a quarter of a mile's distance 
from the village close to which he had lately 
lived. This house being the former residence 
of an emigrant nobleman, and in part dilapidated, 
was procured at a merely nominal rent; but 
several rooms were in a very good state, so that 
it was precisely suited to the wants of its new 
occupants. To furnish a French country house 
is, in the best circumstances, an unexpensive 
affair to the proprietor, but in those of Mr. Sub- 
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crriBe H cxMt fitde or nadung. A fev nab-boU 
tooiwi dieny-liee dMin, sane wabiat-vood 
fadiki, bedsteads of tbessme matend, witb tbe 

sad aD boug^ m Booen jit seoood-fanKl, — and 
Ae dnogwas complete. The krge and lolfy 
apartments dins srantily and meanly ganusfaed^ 
weie £smal enough, and were mttie more so bj 
the desobte ideas of fonner grandeur whidi the 
gilded windcnr-panels, decorated ceifings, and 
marble mantdUpieces faroiigfat to mind. In 
manj phces theiraUs had become damp, and 
the rich pa^Kr hung loosely here and there upon 
diem. In others, hffge fiKkd marks diewed the 
site of rifled pictures, and again, wide Uanks, 
wbiA were once cov e ted by immenap looking- 
passes, stared nakedfy on the common observer, 
and spoke broadly to the moralist. 

This was a comfortkss co n trast to the warn 
and weaMby air that breathed in the mansion 
where Mr. SoberviDe had passed the best of his 
days, andLeonie aU those of whidi she had any 
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memory. Yet both one and the other, though 
so widely differing in . character, were ahnoat in. 
stantly reconciled to the change : he firom his 
phlegmatic, and she from her rcnnandc turn. 
He was somewhat of a fatalist-r-she a great deal 
of an enthuuast That it was fate was aiougfa 
for him— its being change was to her every 
thing. But while they rather enjoyed, or at 
least did not suffer from this alteration, they 
took especial care that she to whom it would 
have been dreadful, was kept comparatively 
ignorant of its extent as well as its cause. Poor 
Madame Suberville got a serious shock by the 
sight of the fire ; and had she known all its mis- 
chief, that shock might have been fataL But 
those about her were studious to let her know 
only a part of the loss ; and when she was care- 
fully removed from the house where she was 
first sheltered, to the new residence which I have 
just described, she perceived no alteration thai 
could speak too plainly. She was carried up to 
the chamber chosen for her by her husband 
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ewerjime 
towUdi she had beea to long 



mva&d faond heneK^ as it 
; aod in lookmg loyod her 
her cefainety sbo. iilii iiiig Mit 
SiiberTiUe*s cdm, and Lecaiie*s eootented fine, 

povcrfiu towjids her teocrrtrj than fflantlt^ 
pRacnplioaa had been Uiwwds her ilhifti Da 
Chrnilfur j&43 unu n enu e d his daiJ^.attendaaoe ao 
hispnpil, in whose good gcaoes, as wdlashcr 
a*s, he had gsined a ^roy steady bafbng ; 
! n'gnhaij iccetredy inipileof hisi 
and inoCests, ihe saaie dail^] 
fivhbYiiitsvhichhehadhadfrmtfaeliiit. 

Tlnies dms vent qniedj on, Mr. Sabenrille 
tbU stncdy fbmfiii^ die duties of aMjor^ haraig 
got an Older firaoi die auniafecry hf Mtiun of die 
post whkh carried his o&r of lesgnation, to 
oontjnm* in die oCce until proper unswiwi could 
be tsken to cndde die go v ernm e n t to aetopoD 
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his commuiiicatioii. He made known this des- 
patch to Glautte officially by letter, having, in 
his peculiar cool and determined way, resolved 
never to hold the least fiirther communication 
with that bloated doctor and false friend, although 
he only knew of his abandonment, and not hb 
treachery. 

A good many of the neighbours continued to 
pay very kind attentions to the Subervilles ; but 
among the few who ceased even th^ inquiries, 
after one first and last vint of condolence and ci^ 
no^ty, was the nster*in-law, the captain''^ widow, 
and mother of Alfred. She found, all of a sudii 
diMV insurmountable difficulties in the di8tano» 
between Bouen and the Vale-*had everlasting 
headaches, toothadies, and nervous attacks, and 
what was worse, tdie was doing all she coidd to 
infect her son with some or all of those various 
maladies. But he was an honesti-hearted feUow, 
and despised her shuffling. He had very nearly 
told her so, on assuring her of his resdution never 
to n^lect his aunt and uncle> and never to < 
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been hitherto proscribed) were mingled before 
her fjEmcy in bewildering confusion^ and her heed 
was filled with an imapned wardrobe of as many 
colours as the prismas, and a round of pleasures as 
bright as sun-beams, and as shifting as the winds. 
But the conflagradon that consumed all Hr. 
Suberville's wealth, seemed whdly to hare 
changed the notion which Leonie had b^un to 
concave upon the subject As the time came 
on she felt languid and listless, wept and i^;faed, 
she could not tell why, and wished the moment 
protracted, she knew n«t wherefore. Secluded 
as she had hitherto been from the world, she 
trembled as she actually approached its wide 
arena ; and she felt like the bird, which, born 
and nurtured in a cage, seems to throw a bng. 
ing eye upon the open .flights of liber^, yet 
flutters, as if in a£Pection, on the threshold of his 
prison. 

Madame SuberviUe^ too, b^an to get very 
unquiet on this occasion. An excessive devotion 
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Untagonist charm, if I may so express it, to coun- 
teract the dangers which those she ahready pos- 
sessed were likely to attract towards her. 

It is not necessary to dwell on the means whidi 
she took to impress all this upon her husband. 
It is enough to say that he coincided in all the 
rational part of her reasoning, and strengthened 
it by many powerful suggestions from his own 
clear understanding. Leonie received the propo- 
sition with delight ; and the very morning that 
was to have witnessed her enfranchisement, saw 
her rivet her chains anew in the neighbouring 
church. 

She was attended by Mr. Suberville, and a fe- 
male friend, who officiated as her mother during 
the short and simple ceremony; and when she 
returned to the house, light in spirits, and gay 
in heart, Madame Suberville wept over her as 
she gave her her blessing, and said she felt as- 
sured that good luck must be the consequaice of 
this pious and virtuous deed. 
That very morning the courier brought a leU 
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tcr te Mr. SubenriDe, wlnle he was in his i 
at dieMmie,beaiiii|^tlieiimintcr'sieal; aodoo 
^it, inexpeetatioo of reeemiigdieooiifir- 
iof tiisremcmd from his sttuoion, heiead 
mt crier to c uutimi e in the office of major, widi 
a t rstim u n uJ of the empefor's mtirfactTOP, in his 
mwninatinn to die Legion of Honour, and the 
annoanoenient of a penson of three thonsand 
firancs a year, — and a copy of Dr. Gbuitte*s peti- 
tion was csioosed. 

Mr. SaberriDe read the letter twice orer. He 
decidedly gratified by its contents; for he 
; sensiUe of the Talue of enKdoment and dis- 
tinction at the present moment. He handed the 
de^Btdi to Fanssecopie, with orders to insert it 
in the roisters of the office; and while the asto- 
nidied, bat sdf-commanding clerk perused and 
wondered at what was before his eyes, Mr. So- 
berriDe coolly opened the pacquet containing the 
iosigniaof the order of honour, whidi had been 
liaiisi i rntfd by the prefect of the department, 
by a most flattering aa^ atu latory 
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letter. He then calmly tied the ribbon to hit 
button-hole, not from vanity^ but from respect 
to the authority that invested hhn with the 
distinction; and while he sat with his usual 
quiet countenance at his desk in the inner Bu- 
reauy Glautte (having heard at the post-c^oe 
that despatches had arrived for the maycnr and 
himself, and that a pacquet had also been farr 
warded from the prefect, bearing the seals of 
the Bureau of the Legion of Honoiur) came bus- 
tling into the outer room, breathless from speed 
and anxiety, and a pale hue of agitation blending 
with the purple suffii^on of his cheeks. ^^ Make 
way there, make way ^ cried he, shoving to 
the right and left some petitioners for justice, or 
wanton litigants, as the case might be, plenty of 
whom are to be always seen in the Bureau of a 
magbtrate in Normandy. Having arrived at 
Faussecopie^s desk, he was rather surprised at 
the cold air with which this confidential friend 
looked up at him for an instant, and then down 
again on the paper he seemed copying. ^< Wby^ 
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Mr. Faussecopie,^ exclaimed he^ in an auth(ni- 
tative tone, ^ you appear to have fiu^tten who 
I am." ^* No, no, my dear Doctor,** answered 
Fran^*<Hs ; ^ you are, I beEeve, nothing more 
nor less than what you were yesterday." 

^^ We shall see that," cried Glautte, seizing 
the letter which bore his address. 

** To Monaeur, 

** The Doctor Glautte, 
<<At the Mairie of the Three Villages." 

Glautte thought this a rather inf<»rmal way of 
addressing -a newly app(»nted mayor, and probo- 
Uy a chevalier of the L^on of Honour, for he 
was filled with the certainty of the first digni^, 
and the likelihood of the latter ; and his mind 
bong so made up, that was its sticldng-jdaoe* 
He opened the de^atdi, and read as fi^ws, 
fiom the same minister that wrote to Bfr. Sober* 
▼iDe: — 

▼OL. m. I 
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"Sir, 
'^ Your petition has reached me, and I have to 
inform you in reply, that from this date his ma- 
jesty, the Emperor, dispenses with your ser- 
Tices as adjoint of the mayor Suberville. 
" I am, 

Need I describe the doctor, as he sank into a 
chair, his eyes rivetted on the &tal paper ? or 
the malicious grin on the devilish^ countenance 
of Faussecopie, while he read it over Glautte^s 
shoulder? at the stare of amazement from the 
surrounding peasants, who thought the doctor 
had got a stroke of apoplexy? or the chili 
glance of contempt which Mr. Suberville threw 
upon him, as he passed at the moment from his 
office ? or Glautte's reviving start of horror, when 
he saw the vohime-speaking deoorati(Hi dang- 
ling from the button-hole of the mayor ? 

I feel almost inclined, however, to dwdl in this 
place, on the policy as well as the justice (which art 
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perhaps synonjrmous term8)of tbb conduct on the 
port of Napoleon, and the proof which it affords 
that, though ruling France with an iron band, 
he knew so well how to cover it with a glove of 
velvet. It was just at this period that his de» 
signs against the commercial interests of Eng« 
land were assuming something of feasibility; that 
every thing which could encourage ot do honor 
to the manufactures of France was a matter of 
utmost moment; and it was then also, that in 
his projects of ^gantic aggression he sought a 
resting-place for the lever with which he hoped 
to move the moral, as Ardiimedes believed him. 
lelf able to raise the physical wcwrld. That rest- 
ing-place Napoleon thought he possessed in the 
enthusiastic attachment of his people ; but while 
labouring to lay the firm foundation, he found that 
it was crushed even by the weight of the glory 
he meant it to support. In furtherance of his 
system, he had made minute inquiries into Mr. 
SuberviUe's atuation and character ; and, in re- 
i2 
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warding his services as they deserved, he secured 
a steady and faithful adherent to his cause. 

Passing, however, from such contemplaticms 
as these, I must turn to the minor e£Pects pro- 
duced on Monsieur, the Doctor Glautte. He, it 
must be understood, had been always a violent 
admirer of Napoleon, and a determined hater of 
the ruined djmasty. In the early spring of the 
republic, 'he had been a perfect Roman of the 
better days of Rome. When General Bonaparte 
became an emperor, citizen Glautte became an 
Aristocrat ; and as the one grew from greatness 
into despotism, the other followed the parallel 
course from independence into slavery. But 
matters were now utterly changed. This one 
act, coming home to himself, turned him at once 
into an inveterate enemy of the mighty master 
he had before idolized; and the imperial tree 
which thus shook a harmless insect from one of 
its branches, had reason soon afterwards to feel, 
durmg the storm-gusts that bent it to the earthy 
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that the rqitile had fieteDed oo it agatn^ and was 
eating into its very heart. 

When Grlantte leooroed fixxn his downfSdl, 
vfaidi was magmfied by the imagined height of 
his pinnarJe, he looked tar oommisenition, at 
least, fixxn his aoeomplioe FausseoofHe. The 
latter gave him only soom instead of pi^; and 
paid to Mr. SabenriDe an increasing portion of 
leqpect and aasiduityy that would hare been per- 
fisct homage had its object been likdy to take 
pnde in its degrading expressions. Faasseoc^)ie*s 
dearest and nearest wish was, to obtain for hhn- 
sdf promotion into the place from which his in- 
genuity had ousted Glautte; but this hope was 
<|aiddy destroyed, by Mr. Suberville^s announce. 
■sent to the minister, that, being now freed from 
the laborious occupation of his tanner life, he 
vooU devote his whde time to the duties of the 
oCee, therdiy rendering the aswstance of an 
ji^goint totally unnecessary. This arrangement 
met with full approhatioo at head-quarters, and 
Mr. SaberviDe thus gained a trifling addition to 
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his former emoluments, and secured the best pei^ 
formancetoallthebasinessofhisntuadoiu Fai». 
secoine, although he relaxed a little in hb devoled 
attentions, still did tlie duties of his station so aa 
to leare no room tar complaint ; and k^ by, aa 
it were, for that tide in hb affairs, which he saw 
had not yet reached high-water-mark. Glautte^ 
though he lost his place» and with it a great 
deal of his professional practice, was still able,, 
from his long savings, and penurious habits, to 
live too well for such a man. He brooded over 
his resentments and disgrace; and muttered 
;threats and hints, too low for any echo» and too 
vague for any object. With his ndghbours he 
sank into utter neglect and scorn. 

When Madame Snberville heard of her hua^ 
band^ confirmation in his ofllce of mi^or, hia 
increased salary, and new honors, she dropped 
down on' her knees, and thanked Saint Ursula^ 
and she protested that every thing was owing k> 
Leonie^s having renewed, or rather remodeOod^ 
her vow. Leonie, without actually believiat 
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of lier bradier dbe dkuhx (as ahe 
jlnjs caDed Im), \mommg that dbe 
■''s c aH»acj tor fiie jcais to i 
. iiif igi»j |>c*gJMBii DCT son Amra J 
r; vUediefiBipefar^fti 
lead to die CheraSer s fiotiicr jto- 
f and aaake an cwaCndl flMniaige vitk 
ubeircrjr wntA tkiBg diaft Alfred eonld 
Omt voidd liaie dioa^ dial dhei 
kad faeendl stddeolj le-aaade, or her € 
wholly chaaged ; for iwataflet Taaidied Define 
■ovy m faiy l i i ^ to dieir fimMu 
loaheatnmdie 
lof die Yale; and Alfred voC on Iw 
oU coine, fltcadOy suachcd to b fcfaAM^ old 
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Leonie from any of the recent changes she bad 

experienced. 
Not so Monsieur Hippcilite. Every event 

either of good or evil, every wind fair or foul, 
seemed to fix the sentiment and blow the flame 
that was at once devouring and burning his 
unhappy heart Leonie had now become accus- 
tomed to his extravagance, and wiUiout knowing 
rightly what it meant, she was greatly enter- 
tained with its display. De Chouflcur never 
offered an avowal of his actual passion ; Alfred 
kept up the joke without suffering it to go too 
far; Mr. Suberville found Hippolite a lively 
substitute for Glautte his former hanger-on ; he 
waa a relief altogether to the monotony of the 
scene; and he became almost a part of the 
family ; not injuring, if he failed to improve, the 
amazing strides made by his pupil in her 
favorite study. 

In four or five months, as soon b fact as it 
could arrive, Mr. Suberville had a letter from 
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he H t q ^ mmd to Ik am wotmer fnmMx. Jtxmbny 
to-dK^tlBrivJbidh lie wtole to lum relative to die 
'fife. He pro d uD u d tl^ to lieome for taraniAa^ 
iaaaa^ asd ds -ver^ xeafihr put into Frendi the 
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1 am &uxed br Mr. Mowfarar. snr on- 
ployer, -who k prevailed bj biaine» froa 
wziiii^ tomBftlfj to ssnr tiuEt tchitb of March Ifilb 
caixK dnJ^ to Jxand. He is wot far tout mis- 
{ortQiK;, and vjU mt f crwiffd ^ SSO bakb of 
Cottxm 2ffi per order. He ^ueBsee vonr beabk 
must lie dsKirdfiEed at iSat onne tmte, for wlncb 
liekegioiDT sorrv. 

And am, Siv 

IToor liiftnhlp Servaol, 
f AT JofiEsa MowxiAT and SaK, 

£aE3R£E£S WoQDMMrK. 
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Mr. Suberrille flmHed at this laconic oonumit- 
lucatioiiy translated pretty literally and m a 
fsiultering Toice by Leonie. She examined every 
fold, inside and. out, for the postscript, but found 
none, nor any intimation whatever of Edward's 
existence but the word ** Son,** which shewed 
clearly that he was now included as a partner in 
his father's house. She wondered at first at thi» 
altered tone of correspcmdence ; but soon ac- 
counted for it by a thousand causes connected 
with Edwai'd's entrance into business, and other» 
as likely. Mr. Suberville saw at once that it 
was a connection the less — and he thought no 
more of it. 

The sufficiency of his income, his frugal habits, 
and well formed plans on eHher a large or small 
scale, ensured a great degree of rational comfort 
to Mr. Suberville, in those circumstances which 
he had now no hope of bettering and little fear 
of seeing further reduced. For himself he was 
quite content, and for his wife as well. The 
great object of his cares was Leonie, and she had 
every thing necessary for her own moderate 



ia lifie. The wild aipect of die boose 
to be modified, as additioiud srtides of 
fui ni ime canne in, en: the eye fiom being aocus- 
tomed to tbe scene became gmdually suited toils 
diiptw a nns . Tbe guden, wUdi was ktdy tbe 
deserted emblpm <^ aristocialic ruin, was pot 
into order; its loi^ alkys retrimmed, its temce 
nevfydeoocated witb sbrobs and flowers, itsfidv- 
pood deaned oat and stocked again, itsjd (Tetm 
restored, its walks r^;raTdled — and altogether 
the wfacde jdace was acquiring a modernized and 
cbeefftil air. Three years thus passed od, in a 
monotony of morement, but not impleasingly. 
The calm was nnboken in upon by any event 
worth recording; ontil the whc^ wadd was 
shaken by the £dl of the most coksssal of its mas- 
ters,— when the Vale at the Three ViDages 
vibrated to tbe diode 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The great political events of the year 1814 
need not be recalled to mind. They must be 
quite fresh in the memory of most men, and par- 
ticularly those who have been in any way con- 
nected with the nation where they principaUy 
took place. While those astounding transac- 
tions were only known in their breadth and. 
magnitude to the other countries of Europe,' 
France was naturally doomed to feel in her re- 
motest comers the desolating details which fol- 
lowed in their course. Having, however, on a 
former occasion alluded generally to their effects,/ 
I have now only to revert to them as they made 
themselves evident in the narrow circle of our 
acquaintance in the Three Villages. 

Just previously to the actual dethronement of 
Napoleon, all the efforts of zeal and artifices of 
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'. mjrtly pot Corvara to 
ifDilie jlBort Coffgaim cm 
kmJBFiaace. It m not dU the < 
toned to adaowlcd^ the lum cf jJlhope as 
ndk the iaipeiial swaj, dbat its ejnet 
toopa all at ante to the aajcaaitij cf 
: the nan vlw fim heing ks ^orj bid 
vge; jndof RfljciBglHaibT the 
mule and fittle dmi^ of cace, vhose fitMV 
to sndka Adnctiao was boC so waaAtauaAed 
icf light as GO the certJCDtj that if a 
to be, ther were the pemosBort. 
Ekd J to eBoie its quiet esMatSaiMmeBtL On thk 
| a iiiffi| i| p the great lagogity of the lasional part 
df Fiance wox pranptKr uiuifJ ia Mippuit at 
Jjasm X\ ILL ; but befiore it was eamtpkidw 
devtdoped to the CDontrjyBUBj wofthktt iasSra- 
aKBls woe act at vorky and BMD3T amoBng CkIs . 
took place. 

In the whole laiigecf the fittle dotnet iaoie. 
doidjriHider oorpreiait obsenatiaB, theoafy 
hoSoJ^ avorad Bo|jdst was Ji€fosaeaor Hippoale 
KscMe de Chouflenr. He hal 
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been through thick and thin, in (xmqnest and 
defeat^ greatness and littleness, an openmouthed 
reviler of Bonaparte and upholder of the 
Bourbons. Every thing in which the name of 
Napoleon mixed appeared discoloured in the eyeft 
of De Choufleur; but this prejudiced insani^ 
found very few parallels in France, and made its 
possessor only an object of general ridicule. A 
man so devoted to his own cause and so despised 
by its opponents, was a very good instrumenty 
notwithstanding, when the cause began to flou- 
rish. Any secret entrusted to such a depositary 
was not likely tx> be sought for, and if voluntarily 
revealed would create but little attention. Such 
was the reasoning of the Bourbon emissaries, 
and right glad were they to find so faithful and 
ready-made a partisan in a place where they had 
so little hopes of gmning a proselyte. 

I am not prepared to state the actual contract 
entered into with De Choufleur, or the minute 
instructions given to him on this occasion ; but it 
is certain that he soon began to beat up for 
recruits, and that the first promising youth he 
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^Ded OD £ar an ally was SO Other dun tbe giDiAiig 
aod gmmfaliiig Doctor Crlanlte. 

Glaatte was saoo gamed orer to tbe good 
eaose, for he met the tanpter more than halC> 
W9J. What might hare been the indooements 
hdd forth wiDprobaUy Tcmam a secret for ever. 
Tbejr wene certainly sufficient to make the Doc- 
tor a zealous advocate <^ legitimacy ; and he, in 
conjunction with De Choufleor, about the period 
of die invasion of die country by the allied 
powers, in the qiring of the memoraUe year to 
which my attention is now fixed, b^an a course 
of desultory lectures on the merits of the Bour- 
bons, wherever an audiaice was to be found, 
as at the public houses, the barbers* shells, 
the bleadi-greois, or the little drculating library. 
These sa|nent coadjutors were thus the sooroe 
whence the muddy stream of Boyalism b^an to 
run, but which flowed filtering along through 
die good sense and rational dKscuaaon of the 
people, until it became at length a current of 
dear and pure propriety. 
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been through thick and thin, in ccmqnest and 
defeat^ greatness and littleness, an openmoutbed 
reviler of Bonaparte and upholder of the 
Bourbons. Every thing in which the name of 
Napoleon mixed appeared discoloured in the eyes 
of De Choufleur; but thb prejudiced insani^ 
found very few parallels in France, and made its 
possessor only an object of general ridicule. A 
man so devoted to his own cause and so despised 
by its opponents, was a very good instrument^ 
notwitlistanding, when the cause began to flou- 
rish. Any secret entrusted to such a depositary 
was not likely to be sought for, and if voluntarily 
revealed would create but little attention. Such 
was the reasoning of the Bourbon emissaries, 
and right glad were they to find so faithful and 
ready-made a partisan in a place where they had 
so little hopes of gaining a proselyte. 

I am not prepared to state the actual contract 
entered into with De Choufleur, or the minute 
instructions given to him on this occasion ; but it 
is cert£un that he soon began to beat up for 
recruits, and that the first promising youth he 
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^ed on for an ally was no other than the growling 
and grumbling Doctor Glautte. 
' Glautte was seon gained orer to the good 
cause, for he met the tempter more than half- 
way. What might have been the inducements 
held forth will probably remain a secret for ever. 
They were certmnly sufficient to make the Doc- 
tor a zealous advocate of legitimacy ; and he, in 
conjunction with De Choufleur, about the period 
of the invasion of the country by the allied 
powers, in the spring of the memorable year to 
which my attention is now fixed, began a course 
of desultory lectures on the merits of the Bour- 
bons, wherever an audience was to be found, 
as at the public houses, the barbers^ shops, 
the bleach-greens, or the little circulating library. 
These sapient coadjutors were thus the source 
whence the muddy stream of Royalism began to 
run, but which flowed filtering along through 
the good sense and rational discussion of the 
people, until it became at length a current of 
dear and pure propriety. 
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A sudden burst of Bourbonism in the Sontlf 
of France decided the question. This feeling* 
rushed like flame across the whole face of the 
country ; and was irre^tible, when backed hy 
five hundred thousand bayonets, and the indig- 
nant strength of long-outraged Europe to urge 
them on. The mighty trampler of those freebom 
rights by which he had been raised, fell from the 
throne he knew not how to dignify, and saw 
crumble into dust that power, which it required 
no common ingenuity of analytical misrule to 
decompose. The little triumph of Hippolite and 
Glautte was complete ; but to give utterance to 
it, a more skilful penman than either of them wa» 
required. As they propounded to each other the 
momentous question of " Who must word our 
proclamation, and our address to the King ?" they 
reciprocally answered ** Who but Fausseco- 
pie !*' It was true that he had been united with 
Mr. Suberville his superior, for some time past 
employed in the most strenuous e£Port8 to keep 
up the fmling loyalty of the Commune to the 
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aiddng house oi Bonaparte. Eloquence, and 
reaaoiuDg, and promises, and threats had flowed 
firom the ready pen of Faussecojne in most 
cofious discharges; but hickily for him, the voy 
day previous to the final decinon, and to Louis 
being jHxxJaimed King, the associate actors in the 
Tillage revolution addressed him on the subject 
of their embarrassment, and put things to him in 
so strong and striking a pcnnt of view, that he 
(^happening to know from official communications 
that the game was all up) came over to their 
demands, and drew up the required papers, in a 
strain of most fulsome Bourbonism and flattery, 
recdving the pontive promise from the joint 
sgsaUy that he was to parddpate in whatever 
honcHS or rewards might come to their share. 

Preparations being thus made, the white flag 
was hcHsted in the village, under the auspices of 
the triumvirate, and in defiance of Mr. Suber- 
villfi^s eScMts, his life bring loudly threatened by 
the eoBastent populace. Announcements of the 
lestoratioawere dispersed, the Maycnr and other 
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recusant functionaries were suspended; anS 
that impMant office in die affidrs dT our Tilb^es 
was conferred, pro tempore^ on Monsietir die 
Doctor Glautte, who instantly appointed for hi» 
adjoint his worthy and loyal friend, Fausaecopie. 
As for Hippbfite, his honors were only in ^ 
bud, but he got immediate assurances of ample 
reward, and thua ended the revoludon of the 
Three Villages. 

Here then was another serious alteration ia 
the affairs of Sir. Suberrille. He was now posi* 
tively reduced to his one hundred pounds a year> 
for all the emoluments arising from his office^ 
with the pension attached to it, were irrerocaUy 
gcHie. He had still, however, his presence of 
mipdy and the decoration of honor ; capdnlitj 
to meet the change, and a proud consciousness 
of havii^ merited better fortune in bis old age. 
To work he however went with the Becessarj 
retrenchments; and a system of the most ngid 
^mestic economy was arranged with Iie on ie» 
who waa imw in her dghteenth year,, and quite 
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fit to bear a part in all audi coundla as Mr. 
Subervffle had fbfmeriy been in the habit of 
holding with his wife. She, poor woman, was 
getting qmte superannuated, notwithatanding the 
vivifying effscta on her health, which had been 
conaeqoeftf on the non-attendanoe of Glautte. 
She adll bustled about a httle^jured the linen, 
ted the poultry, et cetera ; but (cr the serious 
man^ement of the house, every thing devolved 
onLecMue. 

Hr« Stdierville had nuoiy overt ur es made to 
Urn firom the new-formed friends <rf the restored 
dynasty, with strm^ assurance, that if he jcMned 
with the dominant party, and gave his influence hi 
the neighbourhood to promote the security of the 
Bourbons, he might count on almost any reooo^ 
pence which l3ieraE^ and gratitude could ba. 
stow. Bat he invariably dedined all interference 
in poUic concerns. He had tdt it to be hia 
duty to adhere inflexibly to the cause of his 
benefiMstor the Ewfoor, while that cause had a 
shadow of hope; for he knew how ottea poKtifal 
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success depended on the turn of a hair. He 
saw and lamented the aberrations of the magnifi- 
cent spirit which possessed all the grandeuv 
fitting a conqueror of the world, but not the 
goodness worthy of the ruler of mankind. When 
Napoleon fell, Mr. Suberville was as well con-* 
vinced as any one that Louis was the person by 
whom he ought to be succeeded; and be fer-» 
vently hoped that this monarch bad learned ia 
adversity deep le^ssons of wisdom. As to dynas-* 
ties, he held none in any particular reverence. 
He calculated that they all, like private fami* 
lies, ofiered the same certainty of fools and 
knaves, and the same chance of honest and wise 
men. A Bourbon or a Bonaparte was, there- 
fore, all the same to him, provided they govern- 
ed equally well for the happiness of the country. 
But personal feelings of gratitude attached hint 
to Napoleon, and while wishing a peaceful reign 
to his successor, he was resolved never to take 
an active part in any of the political events that 
followed the Emperor's fall. He» therefoies and 
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ftoHi bk reduced ieccM<^ Erred ncee Mcliidcd 
dttB ercr, cB|oj«g ool j In* bs^ounu »p<wt of 
A o rtrn g^j KuwipMu ed bj Im sleadj <4d poftnl«r» 
Floffe^ who vat^ beside Leonie, almoet hi* onlj 
He had not qoise di»e»nled lie 
r, bm bad been rather gratified than 
Ae C D n tiaij, faj the spirit of fidelity which he 
had displajed. He wae oMMle a liule tore ana 
DO doubt, at Htppolite^t bring aft- 
I bj the tenraot-aiaid, ** U Cimaidit de 
Chooienr;'* aod he felt a noneiMarj sentiment 
fike iiMfigiiatioii, at ieeing the ▼ery counterpart 
of his own ribboD attached to Hippolite*s butto«« 
hole^ But this senaatioD subsided in a moment. 
Mr. SdxrriUe liek it was just that goremaest 
should reward their friends; and he turned his 
attentiop, and with great pleasure, horn the rib. 
has to the aa«, which, widi the whole aecompa. 
aioMBtsof his dress, loU a plain tale of ptoa- 
psri^ and e o i np n iatf f e wealth oo the part of its 
wearer. The (act was, (hat independently of 
Ae honor tmdtmd om JDe Cboia§na, he had 
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got a haadsome gratuity in ready money, and M^ 
place connected with t}ie customs, which gave 
liim a revemie of two thousand francs a year, 
with a house and garden rent-free, ^tuated to* 
wards the sea-coast, a tew miles from Le Valkm ; 
^nd besides some extra perquisites arising from 
this place, it was (^ered to him as only a step- 
ping-stone from his former lowly circumstances, 
io a situation of much higher value. Who then 
'SO gay as Hippolite? Where was to be seen 
:such a handsome a8S(»*tment of new nankin 
breeches, silk ^stockibgs, and coats of the bright- 
'cst colour? Who shouted Vive U Roii and 
Vivent les Bourbons ! so loudly as the Chevalier 
de Choufleur ? Who shewed such a muscular 
«alf, or sprang so high, or cut so many capers at 
the Restoration balls ? 

It would be a* less difficult task to reply to 
the interrogat(H*ies which I might put, as to the 
cause of a totid change m De Choufleur's bear- 
ing towards Leonie. He no longer approadxed 
her crin^gly, on ti^oe, and with fear, noc 
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On the cootnrj, he mm tfqp|Kd boldlj into ber 
pnfnagfegwardhkfcotandhkdiool* 
ircipn icd l advance^ and uttcied braMl 
enlqgimK aa her good looks and 
Ae faeantj at her peraon. This was an akem> 
tion caalj aecoanted for; it was the natnnl 
c&ct at jtrospeatj on weakness^ Corcing the 
l ieeli n gs bejood dieir just proportions, as a hoi- 
bed urges a mmfaiooai above rts mmion 
growth. 

H^ipoGte had nerer, dming his three jears* 
with oor heroine, conoeiTed the 
distant notion of mairjing her. Sie 
to him ahogether in her grace^ and 
jonth, and innocence, a being of afanoGt anothfr 
iphere, and his adoration for her was Hke that 
which some Indiana paj to a diadow, imooo^ 
nected with any notion of the bodj ficom whidi 
kproeecds. Corporeal associatioDS nerer joined 
toUsdioa^its of her; md die ap. 
ito haBapnreenanationof all Aat wa« 
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exquisite in mortality/ He felt in her presence 
as a worm illuminated by a moon-beam, or a 
mote enlightened by the sun ; and this extrava^ 
gance of self-humiliation continued increasing, ra- 
ther than unimpaired, even till the time of Mr. 
Suberville's disgrace, and his own good fortune. 
But from the very first days of the Restoration, 
he began to perceive a new light break in, little 
by little, upon his former conceptions— and die 
moment that saw the order of the Le^on of Ho- 
nour dangling at his breast, seemed to have pro- 
duced in bim a total regeneration. Hi& confi- 
dence was unbounded. He strutted ofi^ to Le 
Vallon, shook Mr. SuberviUe by the hand with 
an air of unprecedented freedom ; threw a familiar 
hod at Madame ; gave a patronizing smile to the 
maid ; and addressed Leonie with an air of iffl* 
passioned absurdity, which surpassed all the 
growing familiarities of his recent manner. 

Leonie was not so insennble as not to see the 
drift of all this. She did perceive it, and was 
more thaa ever amused* Mr. SuberviU| was 
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tar he kxttw Mirikad; marJba^ 
pfcaacd, far he pitied its PtiAmm . DteChoo. 
lenr, dteicfare^ SKt no JtaeammgemeM^ aad ki 

olgcct wm aot cnlj acca, but app n ntd 6L 
^lAfm indeed amid it be 
Bippofite to InDaetf one dsjr, 
duErniiBaal, to viev iBsneif an 
«it in dbe ^ms. «^ Hov cmdd 
Mj thne kog joncf 
and 
bean — wej aident a^bs — wej 

rud^' coBiplc9Ciiai of these cberiH" 
— tbevi^onioslonnniTr of thatkg?^ 

He reflected on the best aediod to be pur- 
»ed far Kciniii^ the consent of Mr. SidienriDe 
lohk uriiiiaBr imh Iitfoine, die being far her 
port, he was cuBiUHxd, only aniimiJj waiting 
dbe pfppmitiup to jamf into Ins anns. He 
accorAng^ leaotTcd OB 
The latter knew wdl that H^ipoiite was 
lyrg^ytiij decetving hoandf ; bnt he saw what 
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a hold such a confidential intercourse as this 
would be upon him ; and he was determined to 
encourage him to the utmost He had been 
some time longing for an opportunity of propos- 
ing to him an extensive scale of illicit proceedings 
for which his place afforded great facilities; but 
he was rather at a loss how to open his propo- 
sition, when Hippolite's disclosure of his de- 
signs, gave him a new chance of forming a reci- 
procal confidence. He smothered for awhile his 
own intentions; and, entering with apparent 
warmth into the Chevalier's designs, he pointed 
out the great necessity of a cautious demeanour, 
and a not too precipitate proposal. 

As for Alfred, whom we have for some time 
lost sight of, he did not stand, as Faussecopie 
supposed, in Hippolite's way as a rival; but 
sooner than suffer him to marry Leonie, he 
would have shot him through the head. He 
heartily despised him as a man, and hated him 
as a politician ; for Alfred, like the greater part 
of the youthful population of France, was an 
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enthusiastic Bonapardst, and, like many others, 
was rankling under all the uncomfortable feel- 
ings attendant on half pay. Soon after his 
uncle^s establishment at Le ValloD, he had been 
appointed a sub-ofScer on board a man of war. 
He had made a voyage to India, where he 
remained some time stationed, and had just 
returned to France in t^me to be discharged 
with other anti-royalists ; and was now giving 
rent to the stock of heat laid in under the tro- 
[Hcs, in affection to his fiiends, and hatred to 
their enemies. Among the latter he of course 
reckoned the recreants Glautte and Faussecopie ; 
and he only kept on decent terms with De 
Choufleur out of regard to his uncle's and 
Leonie'^s wishes, and for the excellent fun of 
quizzing him on all occa»ons. 

Affairs thus went quietly on during the re- 
mainder jof the year, and the only remarkable 
events in that which followed, were, the return 
ot Bonaparte from Elba, and the worshipful 
mayor, GlaMtte, having recdved a paralytic 
k2 
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Stroke. The aforesaid paralytic stroke was one 
of the luckiest tlungs in the world for its tem- 
porary victim ; for Glautte had, the very day 
previous to the attack, sketdied the heads of a 
letter for his adjoint to fill up and forward, 
offering an abandonment of the Bourbon cause, a 
return to his old imperial principles,, and a ^^ des- 
perate fidelity^' for the future, provided he was 
confirmed in his place of mayor. Faussecopie, 
always on his guard, determined to wait the re- 
sults of the first battle or two before he forward- 
ed the '^ adhesion,^ and the opportune illness of 
the mayor gave him a good excuse for letting it 
lie over. He therefore kept it very snugly, and 
the emperor'^s final ruin justified his foresight. 
During the hundred days, the most flattenng 
importunities were addressed to Mr. Suberville 
to step into hb old place ; but he, seeing the 
very hazardous state of affjurs, prudently resist- 
ed them all ; and it was only owing to the hope 
of his accepting the office that it was suffered to 
remain in the possession of Glautte. There, 
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however, Glautte remaiiied, and at the seeond 
return of Louis there he was confirmed, acting 
nominally as a magistrate, and, for form's sake, 
wheeled daily in his chair into the office, to doze 
away still more soundly than ever, during the 
causes which Faussecofne dedded according to 
his own fandes, and in the name of his superior. 
This arch rogue was now running a full career 
of petty tynamj and extortion. With the 
bloated body of Glautte, and all its corporal re- 
spcmfiilnUty between him and detection, there 
was no ill4bing at which he stopped short; and 
the system of absurd sevaity entered into all 
over the kingdom, after the issue of Napoleon's 
splendid but futile attempt, left oondderable 
power in the hands of every minor tyrant 
Faussecofne, among other misdeeds, had fairly 
drown De Choufleur into his darling plans of 
dieating the revenue, and they were both deeply 
implicated in such malpractices, as left them 
quite in each other^s power. 
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Diiring all these proceedings^ public and 
priyate, Leonie^ apart from them aU, had arrived 
at full maturity of mind and person. There 
never was a more analogous or more beautiful 
progress made by the body and the intellect. 
They had both gradually reached a height, a 
fulness, a bloom, a delicacy— all in just propor- 
tions, and rarely seen so exquisitely combined. 
During the three years which had elapsed ance 
she first saw De Choufleur, she had advanced in 
growth until she arrived at two inches above his 
height, and her beaming blue eyes shot a ra- 
diance down upon him that was enoi^ to set 
a^blazing much less combustible materials than 
he was made of. Innocence seemed to repose on 
her broad fair forehead, but still to leave room 
for the expression of deep thought, which tem- 
pered the enthuaastic expression of her half- 
opened lips and their bewitching smiles. Then 
there were her teeth, and her nose, her eye- 
lashes, her golden hair, and Heaven knows how 
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many other et ceteras ; these I must every one 
leave to the imagination of my readers, gentle 
and simple, for this is just such a theme as 
I must be cautious not to get too deep in. Her 
romantic flights at fifteen had become very much 
restrained by the good sense which 

" Grew with her growth, and streogthened with her 
■strength." 

If slie ever now thought of the Mowbrays, it 
was with a smile of mixed amusement at her 
own childish folly, in the first instance, and of 
contempt for their full grown worldliness in the 
next. Mr. Suberville never heard of or from 
Philadelphia after the consolatory letter of Mr. 
Ebenezer Woodroofe, and he neither thought 
of nor cared further about the matter. But 
Leonie congratulated herself on one good which 
arose from her fancy of fifteen, namely, — that 
it had been the impulse to make her commence 
the study of English, in which language she 
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was now a great profident, indeed almost per- 
fect, with the exception ci the pronundati(»i, 
which she had, like her master, as badly as pos- 
sible. The acquirement of this language, which 
had originated in a girlish fancy, and had been 
hitherto viewed by her in the light of a mare 
accomplishment, she was now fully determined to 
tiurn to a better account. She saw with pain 
that the utmost efforts of economy were not suf- 
fident to allow the indulgence of those long 
enjoyed comforts which had become an absolute 
want to Madame Suberville, who Uended with 
her ever growing piety a conaderable hking for 
many of the good things of life. But Mr. 
Suberville and Leonie's pleasure at witnessing 
the spiritual enjoyments of the excellent woman, 
was considerably damped by the conviction thi^ 
her worldly indulgences must be retrenched, 
unless some plan could be devised for adding 
to their scanty income. With this view Lecmie 
concdved the plan, and proposed to Mr. Suber- 
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ville, that the moment her tow exjnred she 
should become a teacher of English to such of 
the females of Kouen and its vidnity as might be 
inclined to take lessons in that now wide-spread- 
ing language. Mr. Suberville had nothing to 
oppose to a plan that tallied so perfectly with his 
notions of right ; but Leonie felt that to fit her- 
self for the undertaking, it was absolutely neces- 
sary to improve her Wretched pronunciation. 
For this purpose she suggested to M. Suber* 
ville the idea (which he immediately put into 
execution, notwithstanding a strong national 
antipathy) of offering, through the Paris papers, 
board and lod^g to some native of England 
desirous of improvement in French, in a family 
where the English language was well understood, 
though imperfectly spoken. Madame Suber- 
^ viUe, De Ghoufleur, and Alfred, were allinfbrm- 
ed of, if not actually consulted on, the subject. 
The first oi these was a quiescent approver of 
all her husband^s and Leonie^s measures. The 
k3 
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two latter were enraged beyond description^ and 
strongly exposed the plan ; the one from indig- 
nation at the slight cast upon himself and his 
knowledge of the English language, the other 
from hatred of every individual of the nation 
which effected the downfall of hia idol emperor. 
Mr. Suberville and Leonie persisted in their in- 
tention notwithstanding ; and Alfred contented 
himself with swearing he would insult the Eng- 
lishman if any arrived at Le Vallon; while De 
Choufleur began a series of abuse upon the 
country that had formerly given him shelter, as 
if to prepare himself for fading in Alfred^s pro- 
jected attacks. To combine their measures effec- 
tually, he taught some scraps of miserable slang 
reproaches to his fiery associate, such as ^* Milord 
Rosbif,'' " Sir Plumpudding,'' «* Monsieur Bif- 
teck,^ &c. ; and besides these, a song, with which 
they agreed to serenade the expected interloper, 
the chorus of which (being the only part after- 
wards conununicated to me) was, 
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De Englishman be von ^er bad tnan. 
He diinka de beer, and he breaka de cann. 
He kiasa de vilie^ and he tomp de man. 
And de Engjirfnnan be von ver God dam. 

This was all got l^ heart by the delighted 
Alfred, and he spent hours in rehearsing it with 
Hippolite. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Thv advertisement was duly forwarded to 
Paris for insertion ; and to ^ow fair scope for 
previous enquiry as to the family^ on the part of 
the public, it was mentioned clearly that the ac- 
commodadons offered were in the house of the 
Ex-Maire Suberville. A week had not elapsed 
when a letter, signed George Wilson, arrived, 
stating that the writer, an English gentlemap, 
desirous of such a ntuation for a few months, 
and being then an invalid,<^ould present him- 
self the following day at Mr. Suberville^s ; and, 
not speaking a word of French, he requested 
that some one of the family, who understood 
English, might be at home to rec^ve him. The 
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letter contaiiied leCorences to a banker of the fint 
reqiectability, and stated that terms were not at 
all an object with the writer. 

The pro m pt success of their jdans was ex- 
tremdy gratifying, both to Mr. SnbenriDe and 
Leonie ; but if any thing checked her pleasmre, 
it was the contemplation of the cmnped, crab- 
bed, and old-fashioned band-writing of the 
letter. Thongfa wonderfbfly cured €i her early 
romantic turn, she had still enough d it left to 
have made her form some fdeasant speculations 
on the kind of inmate they were about to have, 
and she half hoped for some young, handsome, 
and agreeaUe person, qualities whidi she settled 
at once to be quite incompatible with the pro- 
duction of such a scrawl. 

The next morning conyinoed hex that she was 
not wrof^, and ooiipleted ha diswatisfaction. 
While die and Mr. and Madame Suberville 
were sitting at their rather homdy Ineakfast, a 
posudiaise drove up to the house, and as soon 
as the postilion had dismounted, and the servant 
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maid, Lisette, approached the door, the person 
within prepared to get out. Leonie had had no 
inducement, from the style of the hand- writing, 
to pay any particular attention to her dress in 
honor of the new comer, and she appeared at 
the window in her neat but common morning 
deshabille — a white calico jacket, and a petticoat 
of dimity^ with white cloth slippers, and a cap 
of unembellished muslin, under which her 
beautiful ringlets were all carefully tucked up. 
The first things she distinguished, as she looked 
towards the chaise, were a pair of green spectacles 
rmsed on the forehead of a man, and a piur of 
dark eyes glancing towards the house, from 
under their bushy eyebrows, out of a sallow 
countenance, which was surrounded by a pro- 
fusion of clotted tangly black hair, and large 
whiskers, and his head covered with an ill- 
fashioned slouched hat. The next thing which 
struck her, was a [lair of long legs, muffled up 
above the knees in flannel, and she plainly dis- 
covered that the gentleman' was a gouty sufferer, 
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of (as wdl js flfae could judge finom bis gatt, 
taccy and ooat-muffled figure) about fortj years 
of age. SeeJug bow mucb be wanted aswstanre, 
she quite fioigot all nodons of tbe dis a ppo in t- 
ment wfaidi bis appearance confirmed, and pro- 
posed to Mr. SubenriDe tbat tbey should both 
go out and b^bim into the bouse. Tbey went 
out aooOTdingly, and walked down tbe steps, 
oCEenng tbdr asBstanoe to Lisette and tbe pos- 
tifioDy who were helping tbe stranger. When 
be saw the reinfioroement approadi, be seemed 
to scowl at them under bis qpectades, wbidi bad 
resumed their proper {dace, and direw a still 
more sickly tinge on bis dieeks. He then gave 
a jeik to tbe arms tbat bdd him iqi, and stopped 
diorr, crying out ^ Who qieaks Engftsh ? * 

^ It is I, Saar,* answered Leonie. 

^ %Vill you gi^eme your arm^ then? fior this 
damned fidlow tottering about in bis big jack 
boots win throw both me and Umadf down," 
added be, A^dciiig crfT tbe postilion, and taking 
hold of Leonie's arm. 
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** Wit mcMsh pleasure,^ replied she, in her 
naturally gracious tone. 

He seemed pleased with the sound of her 
dulcet voice, and looked for a moment in her 
face. She answered the stare by a deep blush, 
when he turned away his eyes, and they pro- 
ceeded up the steps. 

** Is that your father ? ^ asked the stranger, 
pointing to Mr. Suberville. 

^* Dat i^ papa, Saar,^ said Leonie. 

" How d'ye do. Sir ? very glad to see you,'* 
said the stranger. 

^^ Papa does not speak English, Saar," said 
she, smiling. 

" What nobody but you, eh ? '* 

" No, Saar." 

^^ So much the better ; " and with this gruff 
reply he reached the parlour, where Madame 
Suberville had remained. He acknowledged 
the civil bows and short speeches of her and her 
husband with a nod, and, turning to Leonie, 
said, ^* What's the use of their talking to me ? 
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Didii\ I mjf in my letta*, that I knew nothh^ 
at their fii^ ? TeU them to let me alone, will 
jon. — ^What^s joor name, mj dear? *** 

"* Leonie^ Saar."* 

"^ Humph !— What's the En^di for that?"* 

"^ DeEeng^idi^Saar? It is a proper name, 
'tis de Kune in all langnagpi.^ 

^ Ha! reiy wdl then, lionie."* 

^ LAMue is my name,^ interrupted die, mil- 

^ Wdl, then, Leonie, let me be shewn to my 
chamber, will yoo.^ 

In obedience to tins wirii Leome was stepping 
across the room to call T«ispftp, when she Omdc 
i^jainst (he stnn^er*s dresaog case, iducfa had 
been frfaoed on the taUe unperoeired by her. 
It £dl on the floor dose to Leonie, without 
tDudnng her, however: but the stranger, who 
saw it £dl, and qppearod to think he mi^ 
catch it up ete it oould hurt her, spaoig from 
his diair quite activdy towards the pboe. Mr. 
SubariDe, as wdl as die, surprised*and pleased 
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at this proof of politeness so unsuited to his 
gouty appearance and gruff manners^ looked at 
him in astonishment, but were sorry to perceive 
him stoop down as if he had strained his leg in 
the exertion, while the pain it caused seemed to 
have driven every drop of his blood into his 
sallow face. He appeared anxious to avoid the 
observation, as if annoyed at the exposure of 
his infirmity, and merely replying to Leonie's 
expressions of fear of his having hurt himself, 
by short answers of " It's nothing at all, nothing 
at aU, now don't make a fuss,^ — he hobbled. up 
stmrs, accompanied by all the family. Great 
pains had been taken to make his apartment 
comfortable, and he expressed himself quite 
satisfied with it, and the party retired firom his 
room, all convinced that he was an eccentric 
specimen of John BuUism, but on the whole 
pleased with him, rather than the contrary. 

Leonie felt that she had already made an 
immense progress in English pronunciation. 
She immediately perceived there was something 
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markedly different in the sound of many of the 
stranger^s words, from the very same when com- 
ing from the mouth of Hippolite. " Nothing," 
for instance, ,was so unlike " Noting ;" " Sir,'' 
so different from " Saar;*" ** English" from 
** Eenglish," and so forth, that her ear seoned 
to have been new tuned. The first thmg her 
curiosity prompted her to, was an examination 
of the stranger's passport, which Mr. Suberville 
had caused her to demand in order to scrutinize 
it, and send it to the Maine within the twenty- 
four hours prescribed by the law. She there 
saw not only his name, <^ Greorge Wilson," and 
his hdght, << five feet ten inches and a half," 
and the colour of his complexion, but also his 
age, " f(Hty-four years." This last item sur- 
prised her, for she thou^t be did not appear 
quite that, to the imperfect glances she caught 
of his muffled up face ; but she was delisted 
to find him designated ** Native of London," 
having Cdlen into the notion, commcm with the 
French, that London is, like Paris, the most 
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perfect school of pronunciation; and little 
thinking that a thorough-bred cockney asking 
" What's the noosT or talking of his " Afoo 
coat,^ (to say nothing of the horrors committed 
by the agency of his w'^s, h\ and r's) is as wide 
of the meridian of good pronunciation, as the 
Ayrshire peasant or the Tipperary turf-cutter. 

While Mr. Suberville perused the recommen- 
datory letters from the banker and a commercial 
house, whose signatures were quite familiar to 
him, Leonie busied herself about making pre- 
parations for dinner, the stranger or, (as I must 
now call him,) Mr. Wilson, haying expressed a 
wish to dine in his own room, and repose him- 
self after the fatigues of his journey. The day 
passed over very quietly, except aa the part of 
the new inmate, who kept walking up and 
down his room till almost evening, was seen 
firequently at his windows, looking out with a 
spyglass upon the landscape; all which con- 
vinced Leonie that he possessed an intelligent 
and inquisitive mind, in unison with his piercing 
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black eyes. She was in (act determiiied to like 
Imn, in qiite of her first prejudice, for she hoped 
to reap great benefit from a constant int^course 
wiili him. 

A little before dusk, Hij^K^ite and Alfred, 
true to their intention, came to Le Vallon, and 
having ascertmied that the lodger had arriTed, 
thejr |danted themsehres under his window, 
aware of the room he was to occupy, and b^an 
to sing together their song, 

^ De KngfehnMn be ton ver bad mm,** &c. 

They had scarcely finidifd die first verse 
when the new coma- advanced to die window, 
which was open, and listening for awhile, and 
then looking sternly on die intruders, he closed 
the casement and walked away. So did both 
Alfred and De Choufleur ; they came into the 
bouse, and declared to Leonie that there was 
9omediing so commanding in the stranger's look, 
that they were utterly unable to stand his gaze 
CH- proceed in their song. They took an early 
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leave, and Leonie went to bed, thinking much 
of the odd-looking and stern-glancing new 
comer. 

In the morning Lisette brought her a neat 
billet from Mr. Wilson, written in the same 
crabbed hand with the letter, requesting that 
she would favour him with her company for a 
few turns in the garden after breakfast, which 
he begged to have in his own room. She gave 
a ready assent, and about twelve o^clock she 
heard him come hobbling down stairs with 
Lisette, wrapped up just as he was the day 
l)efore, although the sun shone in all its bril- 
liancy. Leonie had paid a much greater atten- 
tion to her toilette on this occasion than on the 
previous day ; and when she came out of the 
parlour to meet her hobbling acquaintance, she 
looked so much more beautiful than before, in 
her neat cambric muslin gown, with a slight 
gauze jicliou loosely tied round her neck, and 
her profusion of golden hair shining in the sun- 
l>eam which shot across the hall, that Mr. Wit 
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SOD Started back as bo* figure cangfat his ere, 
and be fixed just sudi a look upon ber as he 
bad done the day before, when the sweet tone 
of ber Toice seemed to penetrate to bis heart. 
Leonie blushed now as she bad done before, 
but die did ber best to shake off het embarrass- 
ment, and offered ber arm to the invalid. He 
took it, and kaned on it awhile, but as they 
walked in the garden be inrcduntarily, as it 
seemed, changed its position, drawing it gently 
under his, and suj^xirtii^ his feeble movements 
entirely on his sticL In this way they conti- 
nued to walk up and down the long alleys, on 
the terrace, and occasionally reposing on the 
benches, until, to the utter surpnse of Leonie, 
Lisette came to announce that it was within an 
hour of dinner time. They had been full three 
hours at their prom e nade I Leonie did riot 
know which to be most surprised at, the rapid 
march of time, or the actire movements of her 
compamon, whose vivacity seemed to bear him 
tip against all the effects of infirmity and £a- 
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tigue. He had talked and listened to her, (it 
seemed to her at least,) with equal pleasure, and 
she certainly had never talked and listened to 
any one with half so much enjoyment. She 
was so delighted to hear English spoken to her 
as he spoke it, with such a distinct enunciation, 
so marked and determined a tone, and, wonder 
of wonders ! with such gentleness— for he did 
not seem the same person that he had been the 
day before. Then there was such good sense 
in all he said, and his eyes had acquired such 
softness! It was altogether, thought our he. 
roine, very extraordinary indeed. 

Mr. Wilson retired to his chamber to prepare 
for dinner, and when he appeared at the table 
he was rs stiff and abrupt as ever. " The 
gout (thought Leonie) has seized on his tem- 
per as well as his ancles, and he is angry with 
me for having made him walk too much."" But 
the next morning the same thing occurred. 
They walked again, and still closer to the din- 
ner hour, for Lisette was obliged to sununon 
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Mr. Suberville freely followed the sports of the 
field, while Madame had ample time to attend 
to her devotions, instead of watching her daugh- 
ter, as would have been the case, had she been 
in the hands of a man who might endanger her 
heart, and with it her happiness. 

But this unsuspicious sort of reasoning did 
not hold good with Hippolite. He viewed 
things in a very different light indeed. From 
the very first day that he dined in Mr. Wilson's 
company, he was not more awed by his haughty 
and terrifying manner, than conscious that he 
was already deeply smitten with Leonie. Love 
is a most tormenting opener of the eyes. There 
are few secrets connected with its object that it 
does not make evident to its victims. It pushes 
aside their lashes, and raises their lids, and 
sharpens their visions in spite of them ; and it 
was certainly now performing these operations 
on De Choufleur with a vengeance. He looked 
on this weather-beaten and grim-visaged stranger 
with a fluttering horror and hatred; and 
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^ George Wikon, native of London,^ with his 
sombre Aeeks and Terdant spectacles, appeared 
to the tmhaf^y CberaHar a mwig lfil persooifica- 
tioD ci that ^ greauejed monster^ that was eat- 
ing into his own heart, and the green and ydlow 
mdandioly that made him jHne in thought. 
He sawthejmogiessof affairs with a keen obser* 
Tation ; and as he, dajr after day, marked the 
growing intimacy between Lecmie and the rival 
he had wiifiilly conjured up tor himself, his 
wfac^ inward man seined to faiL He never 
oould utter a eyllaUe in presence of this fomud- 
able personage, when be dropped in of an even- 
ing, or came by invitation to dinner. Wilson 
shewed a iiiariced dislike of mm, and almost 
withered him by his looks. If he came over in 
a mcHning, he was sure topeq) throu^ the gar- 
doi-hedge, and as sure to see Leonie and her 
new dd friend walking arm in arm together; 
and many a time poor Hi]:q)Uite was pushed on 
by hu curiosity to creep slily into some of the 
tfbours, and list^ to the omversation, till fear 
L 2 
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seemed to twitdi him bade by the skirts of his 
coat As to the m»e matter of rirahy with 
thisobnoxkMisiiiteriqper, B^ppolite did not fear 
it a moment, if he«ooald bat have fair play. 
But it was evident tfiat Leonie allowed libertiea to 
the other, whidi he never, in his boldest moods, 
presumed to expect. She hung on this Eng- 
lishman's arm, and let him take her hand in his ; 
<and unless he, Hippolite, had hajqpened to be at 
the other side of her, ogling and aghing, and 
squeezing in his turn, he saw thCl there was 
nothii^ like equality of diances. 

He was quite wasted all of a sudden ; his spi- 
rits seemed dead and buried ; he was crestfallen, 
heartless, and it would almost seem hopdess ; 
but he was not quite 90 in reality. He trenw 
blipgly redconed (ui the moments when fab ex- 
piring courage flickered in the socket) on the 
deep impressbn he must have made on Leonie ; 
he trusted much to Madame's good offices, to his 
personal advantages over Wilson, to his titk of 
iChevaUer, and to the ribbon at his button-hde. 




Alfred, tk tentf tlMnk ftiendl of 

htA daag md aamgct dtedonmcMt 
of JoliaBiiII»bad 
! From •haw* 
day at Wiboii^s aimal, AUnd bad 
an lui pNJccted plana of boa^fitj. 
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seemed to twitch him back by the skirts of his 
coat As to the mere matter of rivaky with 
this obnoxious interlcqp^, Hippolite did not fear 
it a moment, if he«could but have fair pby. 
But it was evident t Aat Leonie allowed liberties to 
the other, which he never, in his boldest moods, 
presumed to expect. She hung on this Eng- 
lishman's arm, and let him take her hand in his; 
jmd unless he, Hippolite, had happened to be al 
the other side of her, ogling and righing, and 
squeezing in his turn, he saw thCl there was 
nothing like equality of chances. 

He was quite wasted all of a sudden ; his spi- 
rits seemed dead and buried ; he was crestfallen, 
heartless, and it would almost seem hopdess; 
but he was not quite so in reality. He txem- 
blipgly reckoned (in the moments when his ex- 
piring courage flickered in the socket) on the 
deep impressbn he must have made on Leonie ; 
he trusted much to Madame'sgood offices, to hk 
personal advantages over WUson, to his titk of 
iCh^vaher, and to the ribbon at his button-hole. 
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and a strong mutual likbg seemed t6 haVe taken 
place between these apparently dissimilai' beings. 
Wilson exjpressing a warm dedre to make hi»- 
sdf acquainted with a smattering of French, had 
apfdied to Alfred to be his instructcHr; This re- 
quest WS8 made through the medium of Leonie, 
to whom he declared he would not expose him- 
self^ by his buiigling attempts at a new lan- 
guage. Alfred readily consented, and Wilson 
was as eager in his application, &o that, to Hippo- 
lite's ¥ronderful and great displeasure, they were 
constant companions, whenever Wilson was not 
engaged with Leonie : a horrible annoyance^ 
Hippolyte thought, to the fiery-minded Alfred, 
who did not speak a sentence oi English, and 
was the wolrst adapted person in the world to 
teach his own language to a foreigner. 

Week after week passed oyer, De Choufleur 
writhing ulder the chain of suspense, which 
necessity seemed to have rivetted round 
him; Leonie speaking English alrndst like an 
Englishwoman; and Wilson having, by thft 
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eome at last to the long deferred and mucb 
dreaded crin^ In true accordance with the 
cunning, as well as the sharp-^gfatedness, ptea 
hita by hi» passion^ he had been for some time 
laying a tndn, which should gain him the sup- 
port of Madame Suberville in his forthcoming 
dedarationf of lote, and the momentous demand 
whidi was to fdlow it. For this purpose he had 
been cautiously undermining the pleasant foot* 
ing which Wilson appeared to haye gained in 
Madame's ofnnion. It is Hot niecessary to enter 
into the details of Monsieur Hippolite*8 insinua-* 
tibns for this purpose ; the dark hints he threw 
out of the stranger^s intentions ; the filfips he gave 
to his listener's prejudices against the English ; 
and, aboye all, the stress which he laid on Wil^ 
son's being a heretic : then, by artfoUy couplbg 
the mention of his great intimacy with Leonie^ 
raising a host c^ horrors in poor Madame Suber- 
yille*s mind ; and softening down all agam, by 
devoutly expressed wishes that Leonie might get 
a husband sensible of her merits, and one whose 
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ruk and prospects in her own i'5F!f^^j iBi^lt 
cnnre her a happj cstabfidBBOit 

AH was preparedL He pawed whole metiv 
ings in working up Madame'a feelingii to a pro- 
per pitch to leoenre and fimmr his propoatiott--* 
asd he made it at last in lus rtrj best manner. 
No aooner had he fnplaiiied himadf, than the 
obu woman flnni? nerKli uiww nis nertf» i w^tfr ^HP 
with joy. ^Oh! oh! itbwhat lalwajB widied 
-—this is mjr happiest day-*^^! Saint Umda 
bepsaised! — Oh, my son, my son T nrdahnfd 
she. ^ Oh, my dear Bfadame^** cried Hippo, 
file, (enfolding her fiit person as fiv as his aims 
ooold go Found it). Ah, if I duist hope to say 
mydearfPMMMiar 

^ Say it! say it!* prdahnfd dta, weqpmg^ 
^ and make my old age happy !^ 

^ Oh then, dear good^mamma, give me, give 
ftf yoarUesBO^!'' uttered Hippolit^ dropping 
down on his knees. 

^ God and Saint Ursak bless you both, my 
duldrcn r stammered out the doting old kdy, as 
I. 8 
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if Leoiue bad been beside Urn ; and they both 
embraoedi and muttered, and blubbered toge- 
ther, until Mr. Subendlle came in from the ad-* 
jdning room, attracted by what he thought the 
sounds of lamentation. 

*^ For heaven's sake what's the matter, my 
dear?*' asked he, entering his wife's chamber. 
'^ Monideur de Choufleur I in God's name what 
are you about ?" 

*^ Oh, nothing wrong, nothing criminal, my 
dear sir,^ replied Hippolite, in agitation. ^* Let 
no suspicion enter your heart against this feuth- 
ful wife, and inestimable woman.'' 

** Suspidon agmnst my old ^ife, you bloek- 
head ! What the devil do you mean ?— -Answer 
me immediately.^ 

This commaild Hi}^Iite was totally. unaUe 
to obey. He was too much terrified at the first 
desperate plunge thus made in this affair, and he 
could only remun pale and trembling, and half 
chokii^ on his knees, thumping his breast^ and 
crying out. *< 'tis here ! 'tis here I *tis here t" 



AS BUUK. SfT 

Tk iiwl rfinil— tiiw fill epom Miihai^ 
il IB n ^'^^T cool sHcoikctcd 



■HOBK Tk fim bant of 
hang ^mwr^ Ae in» able to idatc^ aoc only 
Hippofiteli pgopo il j bat to fKk wi^ s a Ttiy 
MBBcr, Imt oivb ¥ie«B cf ks n^ow 
Ae mnw wkidi weighed with her 
firgpv^k fi^iport. Mr. SubemDe firtcMd 
roj jBil ttiutj^ md was ooly inlcxnipccd 
uf H]p|iontie tiM ing adr 
L bredk ia MadaaK^ otataMj to ca- 
tml In ylwatinlj aoc to fiielad In the 
, fia- bis hopes Ind foak akeadj fiv bdow 
he pre op aB Cor lost « Forbid 
JOT dbe hoH^'' cried Mr. SidMriiBe^ itictdDiy 
oiitbishaBd: "^oadbecoirtiarj, J00MJSI17 
aad Aae if jDo fike it.* 
••Ob, seaetoor aaair mlwaiil Kppofile, 
m refitad certacy ; aad dieBy 
theiooB^ beeeiKdUi bat, 
i to diedoor, iuMd naoid finr a 1 

ia Ae Aird poHlioBy dqiped 
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hiuid to his breast, mide hit best bow, and 
flUng himself out of the rootfu 

When he was gone, Mr. SuberviUe pondered 
long and serbusly upon what was said to him 
by his wife. He was at first struck with a very 
disagreeable sensation at the bare nodon of De 
Choufleur becoming the husband of Leonie. H0 
had long observed his foolish and absurd 
attachment; but the idea of his marrying her 
nevar glanced across his mind ; but he had been 
just be^nning to calculate coolly the j^rot and 
cms, when Hippolite made that plaintive ap- 
peal which was answered by the invitatioii ia 
dinner. The cogitation ended in his resolving 
to leave all to Leonie's decision, a jdan whidi 
did not at all suit hb infers notions of matiiiiK^ 
nial arrangements. 

At dinner Hippolite behaved much in the 
manner of Jack Pudding at a puppet-show, at 
a bottle of Norman cider after the.oork flies out 
He bounced and grinned, and overflowed; and 
was made up of gesticulations, grimace, and freili. 
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Wtlm md Ti^^TJfj widi AUttdf who vat ptib* 
KBt, dMmgbt he vw ceoj; jnd T,^fi?ff*i» vis 

i pBHiBg the Toom to ge( «me ■■ttlwiHii te 
tfe dttKft, he hoimcrd out after her, isd m»- 
iigher bf bodi haid% in the haD, he flung 
faioMif down oo one knee (wiihoiit daakmg of 
Ae MBUoii Aat cuveiuil it), asd wiiL n^id and 
ioHne ntteratteey adrfd her- hatf-a-doaen thnea 
oHPcr, ^ Win joa be nj wife, lotdj Leoue? 
lofdj Leone^ wffl 70a he miner 
Hit inid and infiiriatrd air tenified poor 
wUe the giatp he hddof her anaa 
r mdcBtfy, and deprived her of dl 
r^ and the Ut henelf quiie finntf and 
^ npop the floor* Hiiwiontp, attnootioiK 
to the ovcqpowcriag finolion t excited hj 
sdoor, Aoa^t he had nodnig to do but 

^•k^ ,J«,...i ,„» ill !■■ Imi. 

iridi littit He did teiae her, and was jnit 
: to pafima dbe rot of dnt 
hiti 
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aloud, and struggled to get firom him- At the 
sound of her scream, Mr. Suberville« Alfred, 
and Wilson rushed out of the dining-room, only 
just in an inverse order to that in which I have 
written thdr names. Wilson sprang mto the 
hall^ with the activity of an eniragied tiger, and 
se^ng the state in which matters stood, he 
clasped Leonie in his left arm, and with the 
whole force of the other, seized the astonish- 
ed phevalier by the cdTar, and swung him 
across the hall. Hij^lite tottered along, 
with his arms extended like a ship in full 
sail, till Ills open hands tmd forehead came to- 
gether in contact with the opposite wall, fipom 
which he rebounded several paces, and thai fell 
flat on his back. He jumped up quicker than 
he had fallen down, and clapping his hands on 
his forehead (where a large, bump had kistanta- 
neously qprouted out, huge enoi^ to have 
puzzled the whole school of fArenokgists), he 
ran out of the house, into, the back ground, and 
lowards.tbe garden, screaming^ <* Helpt mar- 
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dtr! tUem! tkimsf mder! heipr iU- 
fiod imfBuwl luBi to quici Ui damiy bat Ik, 
qoileccrayii tint hs was ioBofved bjr dia food- 
oiB Wilniiy ledoiddcd Iw ^Kedy loaniig liMCify, 
jnd waiing miidij cftfts to ipriiig orcr or 
bunt daoai^ the h^ tUck hedge whidi sof- 
nw mded the firasum gndeo. . He was ^nte 
deaf to the muOufe ct halWinig and famg^ung 
l)j wUdi Alfred was netriy soffiicated ; and at 
kit he flnde one temSc ptimge into a hoBjr. 
badby where his kiiid panoer caught him. 
WUIe Alfred poDedat his kiddiig legs, Bi^ 
poGte pfamged lorthcf ioto the hedges so diat it 
was widi gpmt doMcohj Alfred, frint from 
lang^ing , copld locceed to extricate lanu Out 
begot him at lait, ftill strogg^ng and praying 
fo'mercj; and, widiUs dolhes and £we torn 
bj the pridd J hclty, he presented a moit dole- 
Ad yctade A&ed, after raai^ efforts was 
at kit enabled to coDTinoe Um of his safe^, and 
be led Urn paotrng and tiembGng towards die 
boose, which he insisted OB ottering by thepri- 
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vate narrow staircase leading up to Madame 
Suberville's apartment. 

A scene of dreadful confiirion had taken 
place. Madame Suberville hearing wbat was 
-pasnng, had bustled out of the dining-room in 
mited anxiety for Leonie and Hippolite. The 
latter had made his escape when she reached the 
scene of action, but she heard his screams, and 
saw her daughter folded to the, bosom of the 
vile heretic. This was a spectacle too over- 
powering for Madame, who flung herself into a 
chair in strong symptoms of hysterics, calling 
aloud on Lisette, her husband, and Sunt 
Ursula. The tWo former flew to her assistanee 
immediately, and employed themselves in canrjr 
ing her up stairs. Leonie, recovering from her 
fright, accompanied them leaning <m WilsoD^s 
arm, and having ascertained that Madame 
Suberville had shaken off her first alarm (whieh 
was followed by loud expressions of execration 
i^ainst Wilson) a feeling of confused sensi^ 
^tions, quite indefinable to Leonie herself, in* 
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attOBdher tojieU totfae aBoranait bf wUdi 
he gotffy led her fiom the nNiB, bf the prirate 
iHin Covuds the gndcn. As thqr deaeoided^ 
he irmiired het beinldered spints m faif OMitt 
tmlliitig tone, ud was groimg^ at ereiy itep 
diiwiivjfds ncre wann and tender^ aimjiift 
at thcj mched the boctxai^ thqr aaw Alfined 
cater the ittle door, beanif tq» the hcerrtgd, 
Dfla^wd^ and ffuMj head of Mippouley wni 
use haad imder hk dnn^ wide the odier mp* 
parted hb hodjr. At m^ of WikoB, De 
Chamfleor ottered an cxoaaMtiflB of honor^ 
ioag hiaiiilf widi a coBrakhe twiit fiom 
Alftad,aiid^tMpCed tocacape. AUred hdd 
hiat £Mt bjr the dty-Uoe kcnqriMre eoat ; bat 
die int puB tore it froai fteai to ilerBy lesfhig^ 
n Vb^ poHion in Alfred's haad^ aiule B^ipo* 
kof i li ty fd hif cable, was pf4T^**if 
xhjiheeaneamoa^ and CdtbofKjr imo 
a Vb^ dder vat diat ftood io the yard half 
flkdwidi water. 
As he it I— Mild out, drippo^ and crjriBg 
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like a child at his kniserable appearanoe, and 
while Alfired stood almost convulsed with his 
favourite occupation --laughter, Wilson and 
Leonie, > both whose feelings had reached a 
height of excitement quite abstracted from the 
enjoyment of the farce, hurried on towards the 
garden. I must piass over the scene which was 
displayed in Madame Suberville^s room above, 
when Hippolite presented himself before her, 
and when, being 'a litde revived by the encou- 
ragement and commiseration she gave him, he 
avowed his resolution to steal after Leonie and 
her heretic companion, watch their movements, 
and listen to their secret conversation. All this 
he did, while Mr. Suborville remained conacd- 
ing his afflicted helpmate, and Alfred scampered 
off no one knew where; the results of De 
Choufleur's enterprise will be recounted in 
«Boiher chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

If I ooateBi{riated pajing & had coiiipIi« 
to the flagadt^ of my leaden, I mi^^ 
fifilBHis derote a pi^ or two to a short leHo- 
ipect of the .iotiiiiacycWliidi had been fior foor 
months fcrming between our heroine and Wil- 
flon. But cm even one pan^;nph be mumBiy 
toeaqdain its cons eq oenoes to the qaidtsighted, 
or would a rcdome be snfBdent to devdope 
diem to the doD ? Few I b^efeneedbetold 
lliat Wilson and Leome were lovers. Tliesiis- 
oqpdfale (and, after all, the happy) beings who 
have been smilariy ntnated, may wdl imagme 
wdbat strides love makes in the heart of a man 
who has Sat foor months, or even loor wedu^ 
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been wholly devoted to an intercourse with a 
beautiful and amiable girl; and can ako judge 
of the difficulty with which h sencdtive mind can 
resist the continual attackfi of an ardent and 
passionate suitor, not actually hideous, or only 
moderately advancsed in years* It b in vairi 
that some speculative theorists may talk of 
gradiial advances and a progresmve pasooii: 
the imHaUd know well that the heart b always 
taken by surprise. It was so on the present 
occasion ftt all etents i and when Leoniie hegtn 
seriously to enquire into the state of hers, the 
nature of the attack, and its itieans of defeDce, 
she found that it had been long in absolute pos^ 
session of the assailant She submitted to the 
loss with the listiessness of youth, and hugged 
her chains with the fervour of an enthusiast^ 
fot enthunasts are always the readiest slaves; 
She raised her conqueror into an idol, and ab- 
solutely adored lum, in s^nte of his ydlow skiii, 
his tangled locks, overhanging brows, gouty 
t and green spectacles. We need not drmSL 
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touched — ^but seemed afraid to' press, and one 
hand claspmg her's with a nervous yet gentle 
motion, he poured out in the rapid phrase of 
passion, the whole avowal of his. She heard 
him, blushmgly, timidly, tremblingly, silently, 
while her head seemed to swim, and she trod 
with a step so light that she thought she moved 
less on earth than air. An actual confession of 
love, which has been long evident before it is 
avowed, may be suj^Kised to be an affair of very 
few words, and these very short and matter-^f- 
fact. But I, and my readers, and Wilson, 
could every one of us undeceive (if we thought 
it worth while) the uninformed in such concerns. 
We might dwell long and dilate largely on the 
tautologies and pauses, parentheses and varia- 
tions, the looks, the sighs, and the hesitations 
which accompany the direct confession. All 
this, however, I leave to the imagination of those 
who have not .experienced the like, and to the 
memory of those who have ; and I shall simply 
beg to call the attention of both one and the 
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bAiad die ttiaMot box hed^ ikit dmded die 
walk oocupied bf WiboB sad Tiiwbi fii— Jin 
paiagtr^ car Idtdhej gndeo. 

When De Ohodkur anired bjr a viadbig 
ptiigigr at dieq»t,aDd took Us lUtaam'mAt 
cabfaage-bed, WHbod had got irrrj tar imo Ae 
Bubyect watbar of bis dedandoo; aad, as be 
grew mate warm and aimaafrdj H^ipofite 
csKo^xt onrafiinnal ^ imp tt g of bis £kc:, vbich 
wesDcd to g^ow with a col om i n g dbat ringed b» 
TtiUgwcbeek, Hketfae rnrsof dae cetring sun oo 
the £Himg tdBagt of a^ beech gioire. heaaoe 
w^ fttdxd at one moment, and pale die next. 
Hfr er€s bamwd bn^it, jel vere occanooal] j 
i^j^ with tear&. Her ^» were pnled, as if the 
fdgfas whkh bant in dicrl and <jiDck sooceffiioB 
coujd not grre thesn time lo dose. De Choo* 
fleurkard and mw taioug^; and to aceon^i&fa 
hk nnaery, he cau^it A^tinctlj the CoUoving 
words. ai}d «aw deariv the acdoi» wbiA . 
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iWBd them. ^^ Then you have heard, have 
felt my word»*-ypu understand my fedmga— 
You permU me to love you. Say so, my 
Leonie.'^ 

*^ I have said it" 

"And you can love me in return ?-*you 
reply nothing !" 

"Needlq)eak?" 

Here Wilson*s lips pressed themselv^ to 
Leonie^s hand, and nothing reached Hippolite's 
ear for a few minutes but a confused murmuring, 
mixed with deep-drawn sighs. 

They made another turn, and again ap- 
proached the Chevalier, w|io had advanced his 
head still further into the hedge, and widened 
the aperture he was peeping through. As they 
came on he heard Wilson once more. 

" You can love me ! What me — Leonie ! 
look at me again— old, infirm, weather-beaten 
as I am ! Can you ?** 

" You never appeared old to me— I don't know 
how it is, but you always seem only half your age.*' 
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^ Wbtt, vidi these muffled-op aad gocity 

" But you step flo finnlj, and art oo soft^^j 
ocrarioBs so acdTe.*" (De Oioufleor ehmnk 
hack.) 

** But these spcctacksr^ 

^ Whj, TOUT looks fieem to dart through 
them, under them, and over them all at ooce/' 
(^Hipp(£(e doubled faimsdf iqi.) 

^ And tfatf deep and sallov skin, Leouie ?~ 

^ Oh ! if Tou oould see the bright g^ v that 
bursts through it nov r 

^ Then in spite of allrTcu can lore me r Oh 
sij so» Leonie^ tcjl me the oolj thing that is 
vantvig to complete mj happiness ; confirm my 
hopes, and let me prove to tou that too have 
not throvn vour heart avay oo old age, ill 
lif ai tKj and ug^ineK.*^ 

Here ther stopped^ and Hippc^te with 
breathless vonderment, stietdied out Us head 
agnn. Leonie looked wrth a mixture of de- 
lig^ and fear on Wilson, and nmnnuret!' 

W€fL. Iff. M 
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softly ^^ I do love you, be you who or what 
you may T 

** My triumph, my happness is then com- 
plete r cried* Wilson in ecstacy— and quitting 
for a moment his hold of Leonie, who stood 
without speech or motion, he tore from his legs 
the unwieldy gaiters that had so long concealed 
their £ne proportions. Hippolite glanced his 
eye for a moment back at his own calves— but 
turned almost despidringly towards Wilson'^s 
again. " Away then with this disguise !'' cried 
Wilson, (flinging aside the gaiters) ^^ and these 
poor counterfeits," {dashing the spectacles 
against the ground) and these— and these — and 
this *' — accompanying each exclamation by cor- 
responding pluckings at his whiskers, his eye- 
brows, and his wig. " Oh that I could now 
wash out the atrocious stains which have so long 
disfigured the real colour of this face, and con- 
cealed the deep workings of a heart that is 
wholly yours ! Dearest Leonie, do not be 
alarmed — ^If you could love me before, believing 
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her at unasked-for liberty. " Now, my sweet 
Leonie," said he, " we must pait for a moment : 
go now into the house, go into the presence of 
the excellent old couple within, and tell them 
what has passed : I will be immediately with 
you." 

" Good God ! I dare not ventiure."" 

" Oh, you must, you must— it must be told, 
and will come best from you.*" 

** But what, what could I say ?"" 

** Say nothing. Shew yourself to them with 
that blushing face, those streaming eyes, and 
smiling lips. If their minds are not chilled, 
and their memories lost; if they ever knew 
what it is to love, to tell it, and to be told it 
for the first time — they will understand and 
pardon you. Go, dearest life — I will join you 
quickly.*" 

Leonie instinctively following the wise law of 
nature— obeyed. As she walked slowly towards 
the house, Wilson hastily gathered up his dis- 
carded disguises, and while he was tying them 
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up in his pocket handkerchief, De Cboufletur, 
feeling himself abandoned as it w&e to his fitte 
by the retreat of Leonie, was rescued to get out 
<](f the ndgfabourixxxl of his formidable rivaT. 
He therefore oiept quickly along, committing 
varkms dejn'edations on cabbage, turnip, and 
parsnip beds, a^d "when he at last got out of this 
vegetable territory, with his nankin breeches, 
and buff waistcoat, and the remains of his coat, 
besmeared with all shades of colours, he looked 
not quite unlike an omeleUe aux fines herbes. 
His first feeling, afta* the flurry of wrAchedness 
had subnded into something approaching to a 
fixed purpose, was to fly and recount to Alfred all 
that he had seen and heard, not doubting but that 
his exposure of the treadiery and baseness of Wil- 
son would rouse his indignaticm to the utmost, and 
induce him to join in measures for his total 
<liscomfiture. Full of these hopes, he was 
making his way towards a little shrubbery which 
would lead him round again to the offices, and 
•lo into the house, when he perceived Alfred, 
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who seemed to have been lying in wait like 
himself, go quickly towards the walk where 
Wilson was still employed. Hippolite was 
afriud to call out,, lest the bloody-minded 
Englishman might pounce upon him and tear 
him to atoms ; and while he was picking up an 
apple, wherewith to give a gentle hint to Alfred 
to turn round, he was beyond all former sur- 
priseS), surprised, at seeing him and Wilsoa 
meet together and most coirdially embrace. The 
new appearance of the latter seemed nothing new 
to Alfredl any more than the purpose on which 
he had been employed ; and could Hippolite 
have doubted for. a moment the fact of Alfred 
having been all along in his secret, and that be 
was an arch impostor, tt became now too true« 
as Wilson told him aloud, with unbounded 
delight, and in excellent French, that the 
avowal was made, the disguise abandoned, and 
he the happiest of men. Alfred received this 
with strong symptoms of sympathy and warmth 
of fnendship ;. while Hippolite, half frantic ai 
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ville, who gradually recognised bis guest, in 
spite of the fluency with which he spoke French^ 
and the youthful eloquence of his style and 
manner, waived this evidence of his imposture : 
and in terms of decisive authority demanded an 
ample explanation of his motives, his objects, 
and his situation. To this the other rephed 
with great humility, acknowledging that cir- 
cumstances had forced him to a stratagem which 
he had felt absolutely necessary to enable him 
fully to know the object of all his present affec- 
tions. He declared himself to have heard <^ 
the beauty and the virtues of Leonie, and that 
determined to see and judge for himself, he had 
availed himself of the fair occasion offered by 
Mr. Suberville'*s advertisement. He now pro- 
claimed himself her devoted lover, and, in a 
voice half vehement and half decided, swore 
that no obstacle should keep her from him. 
Pressed by Mr. Suberville to announce his 
family, his connections, and fortune, be de- 
clined; saying that imperative circumstance^^ 
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mdenty be ooold boC with pim«i c t% 
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Bot at <noe make his wife. Here poor Leowe 
ito torn pale; and the keea ere of Wilwa 
hequicUj re ■aiiiiifd her bj 
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dedared that he iras erenr tlung that was 
Bfarieht, aod hfwrahlp^ asdfaraw; and Leoaie 
recaovered her refianoe, and erm went thrcwgh 
with a good gcaoe, the u ni ai y of a SnewvlU 
which seeflKd to hera^ alaHist to reod her 
hevt. But she fi& so bewildered, that it was 
ftat tUl an hour afterwnds when Wibon was 
ttidj e^iae ia ooH^nny vith Alfeed, that fibe bad 
mS 
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time for the admission of those afflicting fears and 
doubts, which, happily, find relief in tears. Th^e 
was, however, an air of confidence and affection 
in Wilson^s manner that quite consoled her, and 
she would have staked her life on Alfred's 
faith. She therefore saw them drive away in a 
hired gig, with tolerable composure ; and Mr. 
Suberville communicated to his wife, in his 
own quiet manner, the whole circumstances, in 
which his mind was not yet made up. Madame 
Suberville declared her conviction that Wilson 
was an adventuring villain, whose purpose had 
been to ruin Leonie and rob the house; and 
gave particular directions to Lisette to count 
the forks and spoons, and carefully barricade 
all the windows, and look under the beds, before 
she went to her own. 

Francois Faussecopie was not by nature a 
laugher, he sneered, and leered, and smiled 8ome>- 
times; but, as far as I could authentically 
ascertain, he was known to laugh outright but 
once— and that was when he perceived the 
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of De Chooiear cater bk lodlgb«% after 
ted bk aaiie fi« Mr. Stfborille s 
, as iMfiwe related. F juf w ipie certaialy 
i MUg iin i i htMtij^ and vat pnibaUj tcij amdi 
at fiadbg hiaiwif gifted with this 
fiKultj. Hippniitip, oo the e uuLoiy, «a» m 
the aMbiog fluod that eveain^. Hb exotiom 
awl ^g*fy*yp^ raittm the penpintioo to flov 
pDoCoKljr fivaa tvery pcvcy and he wofturii 
wept hktedy. He idated wkh m fittle dmnw 
locntiaBaBd as mnch precnkai asheeould, the 
lapid aawch of dreanutaooeB fioai his Ibro- 
■ooa's e^dbnalicm with Uadamr SuherriDe, 
I to the penod actualty o ccup i e d io the nar- 
He dfamlfJ torn Faosseoopie in the 
: place iRengeanoe, in the next advice. Faos- 
proousedto pve hiat both oae and the 
other when he had doly enqoired into the caie 
thfts dated. H^ipofite voted a^gainst any delaj, 
and called £ar Hiwinur^ jostaoe, — and he pointed 
to hisbao^ and scnichesas bring 
of Us wraHEB, and ivfoked the 
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' -vigour of the adjmnt in justice to the maces of 
,his sacrificed coat, waistcoat, and breeches, 
whose unhappy end had been the consequence 
of th^ ruthless attack made upon him. 

Faussecopie remarked that it was a strange 
circumstance that Alfred had, about an hour 
before, paid him a visit and got Wilsotfs pass- * 
port countersigned fqr Paris ; and at this un- 
looked for news De Choufleur instantly felt that 
the hope of revoige was snatched from him, 
as he doubted iK>t the villain had fled. This 
was very soon confirmed by a return to Le Val- 
lon, where he ascertained the fact ; and whatever 
might have been his disappointment on the score 
of his baffled hopes of vengeance, he was amply 
repaid in the security from danger, and in the 
open field which was now left him for bulljring 
of the most extravagant kind. He immediately 
trumpeted forth all through the villages the an- 
noimcement of his rencontre with the rilnaway 
Englishman, who, according to his versicxi of 
the story, had, after a cowardly assault, fled from 
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itself so firmly in the breast of those who hav^ 
returned friendship by treachery^ and given 
back injuries for benefits. They had both 
often darkly talked over the means of injuring 
the object of their spite ; but they feared bo 
much, and knew so well his high standing with 
men of all parties and opinions, that hitherto 
they had not ventured to throw out an asper- 
sion or aim a shaft against his reputation or his 
peace. Now, however, a fair prospect seemed 
to open before Fatissecopie to effect him serious 
injury and embarrassment, and when he pointed 
out to Glautte the vista of villainy through 
which he saw it, the Doctor rolled his eyes and 
licked his lips, as if somewhat of the gusto of a 
favourite dish had wafted its saVoury perfume 
to his senses 

Faussecopie immediately set about preparing 
a string of charges against Mr. Suberville, 
founded on the fact of his having harboured a 
stranger in his house, who after months of 
secrecy, had been discovered to be a disguised 
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r, who had toniini i rJ his 
by fcgee aad treac hc ro ui attack on the panaa 
of an'cnnenft royaist, Le Cherafier de Chou- 
lenr, and had then fled, aoooapamed hj a 
; Baoapartbt, ooe Alfred SubenriUe, a 
of the aecoaed; all of whom were no 
doubt aecicdj a^jaged m some treasonable 
plot. These were the heads of a dcDouDcment 
dnwn op with all the toctoons casnistTy of 
which Faosseoopie was perfiect master ; and it 
was fiorwaided to the higher authorities^ with a 
dfmand that fall powers should be ioTested in 
GMautte and hb adjoint, to sift the busness to 
die bottom; p rep aiat orj to which, it was de- 
manded that Mr. Suberrille diould be put 
■nder SMrvaUamce ; and it was added bjr way 
«f postscript, that fiom the name of the impostor, 
fitde doubt oould be entertained of his being 
a relasiTeof the notorious ^ Sut Wii.soy,^ who, 
with hb amociates, ^ Sir Hutcfamson,'' and » Sir 
Brooe,^ had acted so vile a part, (in the opinion 
«f some wise wdl-wishers to the Bombon Djr- 
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nasty, its honor and glory,) by affording shelter 
to a fellow being, who had thrown himself on 
their generosity, insteiad of binding his hands 
and turning him over to the executioner. 
• To add weight to this formidable accusation, 
the signature of De Choufleur was demanded 
by Faussccopie. Poor Hippolite turned pale 
and hesitated, for he knew its falsehood, and 
had a strong feeling of attachment and respect 
for Mr. Suberville ; besides which he was afraid 
this step would ruin him in the opinion of 
Leonie. All these objections were, however, 
lulled to rest by the assurances of his oracle, 
Faussecopie, that so far from being a bar to- 
wards the accomplishment of his views, an 
embarrassment of this kind thrown before Mr. 
Suberville would greatly facihtate them ; for in 
case of Leonie being unfavorable to his preten- 
sions, a salutary threat of his power to ruin her 
papa, or a well-given hint of his abihty to save 
him, would naturally work miracles with her in 
his favor. ** Give me the pen!** cried Hijqpo- 
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4iic^ CDimjioed and onapUired, and l«e vroie at 
dbe Ckh of tlie pi^er <* Le Cbewaber de Chou- 
irar,** with a flonrith at the end of it that I 
conid Bot a ttfmp t to imitate. 

Tlu» aCdr ooee pot in tndo, all Hippobte s 
atXmtioiw were now tamed to re-eitaMish hiiB- 
«df ia the dror of Leooie, and Cor this odgect 
be coounenoed an attemplcd reneval of Im an- 
dnitje» tcnrardft her. But he had became utterhr 
a^au^ to her-, and vhen she thought of the 
f«>tlat]oa which her cheek had been on the point 
0f icCering from his protoberamt lijH, she And- 
d^^ vkh nnTiwial difgnst. He next dbnev 
l^isffisstf on the frLe»Unp of Madame SubeniUe, 
iOBd recefTcd b^r promises of the csott :«ennooiis 
^^jpport, and er«y eracounigenient to penerere 
m faii suit. He «oanded Mr. Sfibenrille's sentK- 
■Dcnts ^^ vae» toLi hj him vith ooIdneM and 
ixmsposare^ that be could not oppose the wnhes 
of LtoBne, that ifae w» impenetiaMj rexAwAe in 
b^-iqectionof hiftloT^e; and that be niqa^:i<ed 
ifGin in conseqiKiKie eo absent faimseCf ^boUjr 
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from Le Vallon. This thfew him into despair 
and rage, and he insisted nppn hearing his fate 
from I.£onie herself. Mr. Suberville had no 
objection^ and he called on her to gratify De 
Choufleur by sealing his sentence with her own 
voice. She came in consequence, and unmdted 
by his emotion, unchanged by his offers, and 
unruffled by his threats, she cut his jdeadings 
riiort by ft deep sounding command to quit her 
£Dr ever, and then she retired from the room. 
Mr. Suberville accompanied her, and Hippo* 
lite walked out of the house, giving the door 
such a pull after him as almost tore it from its 
hinges, and had nearly shaken Madame Suber* 
ville out of the easy chair in whidi she was 
reposing above stairs^ 

The accusation against Mr. Suberville, and 
his assumed connection with the deeply dreaded 
^ Sir WihofrT and his friends, caused serious con- 
sideration on the part of the government. Ample 
instructions were given to the Maire and his. 
adjoint, to take such measures as their wisdom 



THK TOCtJE AIT WLAXC 23^ 

wmggesied to examiiie the atbir; and strict oom- 
flumds weie Moed to the pofioe to leek out the 
nmsiwaij impottar and his c ompmi on Alfred 
Orders were immediateij issued at the pressing 
instance of FanssecopK, for the anett ef Mr. 
SuberriDey the examinatioQ of his papers, and 
such further measures of rigotK* as might seem 
requiflte. He was aooordingi j arrested bj his 
fixmer derk, acco mpani ed fay a party of the 
BHfitny pcJice, which is at one and the same 
time the best aecority of the person, and the 
surest debaser of the mind of whirtever people 
ntaj be soligect to its d^rading protection. Mr. 
SubenriUe was carried to the prison of the capi- 
tal town, seds were pot upon aH his papers, and 
I leare to mj readers to imagine the aUBction 
of his wife and that of Leonie, who was obliged 
to remain with her bm her onl j su pp u r l and 
aidace. 

Mr. Soberville being placed in secret confine- 
ment,^ no direct int e tc uur s e was allowed hkn 
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with his family, or the few friends who were 
disposed to compromise their own safety by an 
attempt to see him; and Leonie was left for 
more than a month in all the agitation of sus- 
pense as to his situation, and without receiving 
one word of intelUgence from Wilson or Alfred. 
Her only comfort was the faithful Lisette, who 
kept up her spirits by a mixture of cheerfulness 
and sense, and who never failed now, in good 
earnest, to barricade the doors and windows, 
and look nightly under the beds. 

During this interval De Choufleur was not 
idle. He made a thousand efforts to see Leonie, 
but without effect. Lisette would never allow 
him to enter the house under any pretext, 
threatening him and his fine clothes, whenever 
he appeared, with discharges of sundry liquid 
annoyances from one of the windows, at which 
she invariably stood prepared to make good her 
menaces if he failed to retreat The better part 
of valour had its full sway on these occasions. 
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aod be was at last forced, as his only bope, to 
coo a e n t to a |dan Conned bj Faussecopie for 
gettiDg Leooie most poshiTely into his powo-. 

Whatever majr be the relative merits of 
French and Ei^idi jurisprudence, th^e is one 
prorisioD on the side of Kngtish law, that may 
be either an advantage, or the contrary, as peo- 
ple diooae to consider it. I mean that which 
aDows of suits for the recovery of damages in 
cases of broken promises of marriage. This 
possibly salutary, but positively most indelicate, 
procedure has nev^ yet been puUidy intro- 
duced into France, and I believe it was reserved 
for the litigious province of Normandy, and its 
aicb-Gtigant Faoasecoftte to attempt an importa- 
tion of such acustom, even in the modified form 
dl magisterial interference. On the occasion 
now in question, be positively counselled Hip- 
pofite to proceed (or at least to threaten pro- 
ceedii^) i^ainst Leonie for breadi of promise 
of marriage! 

There never was an idea more moRstrouS) or a 
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tiling less Hkely to succeed. In the first place^ 
Leonie had never made such a promise : in the 
second, if even she had, she was not of an age 
sufficient to make such a promise legal : in the 
third, it was clear there was no evidence that 
die had done so ; and after all this, there was, as 
I before said, no law in France to justify such a 
proceeding, except that which authcnizes the bar- 
gain called marchi au deity that is, a promise 
made, with a forfeit in case of its breach. These 
have l)een, I believe, sometimes applied to con- 
tracts of marriage, but there was no pretext of 
a forfeit in this case. Bat all these obstacles 
vanished before tlie law-loving spirit of Nor- 
mandy, and the ingenious roguery, and insolent 
daring of Faussecopie ; and Leonie was cited 
by De Choufleur to appear before the worship- 
ful mayor of the Three VHlages, on the 20th 
day of October, 1816, to answer his complaint 
of h^ refesal to comply with his just expecta- 
tions, fostered by herself, and her own implied 
promises to become hb lawful wife. 
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A suddeo Mow was gireo to tbete proceed* 
lags bj jm unexpected order fior the fibenlian 
cf Mr. SubenriDe. But the pfooeedhigs were 
ootqoadied hjitf tor he had himeelf aitnng 
spioe of the Norman qiint ki him, and be was 
not arerae to let Leooie try the qtiestioo, that 
w<Mikl affiird him a good opportunity to over- 
whefan her peraecotors with daggnce^ He, there- 
fore, answered tar her that Ae would obey the 
summons, and appear. 

I pass over the particular account of Mr. 
SuberriDe^s liberatJon (the steps that kd to it 
being to be idated hereafter), as well as a de- 
scriptioo of the great joy idiich it {Roduced in 
the inhabitants of Le VaDon, the despair it 
struck to Hippcdite's heart, and the brazen 
▼fllain J whidi it strengthened in Fauasecopie. 
It was, moreorer, very nearly giving a second 
stroke of pandjsis to Glautte. The freedom of 
Mr. SuberviUe was nerer contemjdated by 
Faussecopie when he issued the summons £or 
Leome*s i^pearance to answer De Choufleur*s 
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nonsensical charge. His calculation was, that 
fear of the consequences would have been sufli- 
cient inducement to her to come into the Che- 
valier s views, and it may be unnecessary to say, 
that he had his own interest in perspective. He 
saw that Glautte was going off fast, and he liad 
already begun to make underhand representa- 
tions to government, which might lead to his 
superseding him. Elippolite promised his assist- 
ance (which was great with the royalist party) 
to accomplish this object as the price of success. 
Faussecopie thus stimulated, wa6 resolved to 
persevere ; and he thought that by ftew embar- 
rassments being thrown in the way of Mr. 
Suberviile, Leonie might, after all, be forced lo 
consent to the supplications of Madame, and 
the suit of Do Choufleur. The day fixed for 
the hearing before the mayor, was the one foU 
lowing Leonie's coming to the age of twenty 
years, when her vow being expired, she ^ould 
appear, for the first time, out of the costume it 
imposed upon her, and be (or look at all events) 
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l i ccn«d fior secnhr eB|ojnKotiy and fiaUe to 

Leonie was uttefij AoAed at the idea of 
appealing in the pidific oSoe of the Maine, 
cmfroiited widi De Cboufleor on such a As- 
yjMjcfu l charge; but die had araiiid Datmally 
stroof^ 2aaA still farther inngorated nov bj her 
cmfideDce that Wiboo was watcfaiog tar her 
aafiiCj, and wouU natch her firooi diis threat- 
ened degradatioD, Mr. SnbernDe longed tar 
die Jbjf tar he was qinte detemuned to meet 
uns charge^ md to hurl soch tiferwhHtimig 
ea ipu i Hire at Gkame and Fanssecopie, as would 
ineritafaij force them to hide their heads for 
erer. 

Bat I hope that bj this time mj readers hare 
been aridng themselTes^ ^ Bot where is the 
aothor — the walkiiig-gentleman, who is thus re- 
c ouutiu g as thb long storj, withoat erer once 
imr o du cmg himself en the scene ? We dioold 
See to know what has become of him, and how 
ifid he collect: an these partiodars?" I most 

TOL. m. V 
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therefore, state, that the very day of the trial of 
Hippolite verstis Leonie, I came, by a curious, 
and, I cannot help thinking it, a lucky adven- 
ture, to be actually present, and in some sort a 
party concerned in the cause. The next chap- 
ter shall faithfully and shortly detail the cir- 
cumstance. 
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natural^ landscapes, the result of which was, in 
my opinion, highly in favour of the latter. 

After I had gazed and thought enough on 
the prospect, and the associations arising from 
its view, I proceeded, with our old friend 
Ranger at my heels, to descend the little bridle- 
path that led down to the valley. It wound 
round the hill so as to lengthen the way con^- 
derably, but still render it so much the more 
easy for the peasants coming to market with 
their little horses or asses, laden with grain and 
garden-stuff, or returning homeward with their 
purchases. I, as well as the before-mentioned 
animals, bore my burthen ; for I had had good 
sport that day, and I carried, besides my knap- 
sack and gun, a hare and several brace of birds 
in my game bag. The evening was warm too, 
for a heavily laden pedestrian at least, so that I 
went very leisurely down the hilL The view oi 
the country was soon lost to me, and I had 
nothing around on which to moralize, if such 
had been my mood, but the trees in all their 
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«rthcBi hadabadj msIj kit thv fei^e, 
wUe cchcn stuvfil j aniBlaBKd dbdr uw c ij a g 
ki apie of tk 9ammr% thngt. All tk browl 
lofcd iflBBti^ tnk^ tiieijriiwii^Ei 
vydi fasHl, Juii i g At i 
mA 

i cf thar fiae gnaKBlSy wlacb lajr 
cmpedy and ci»rllmg uader b^ Cbbi. 
The faiJcr «gt, €■ thc utuuj, IndKucdj 
iott dbdr dodiBp; fortliebenli Mdcfa^los 
dbopvj dHB thoar a hm the whole wood was 
ai its hJalaj attire, bad bow a gicat 
[ were stia coaafinrtaUtjTy thooy^ 
gjiMiiljr dad. xocir rabcs milwiiu nttle 
^of tiat, as if their roo^ antcnab wore 
«f a belter djc^ as well as of a coancr wch. 
The poplars ao stiff tmA slatefy, that thej 
lookd Ekethedanfiacf the grove» were h». 
aig aB chwes of aawalBKiit, with the KMiy 
Ranais cf ydhiw diapwj, which dropped fnaa 
ddalmKhesL Aa alder bj the ] 
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was a perfect skeleton* Its twigs were trem- 
blings though there was scarce one breeze 
abroad, and at the extremity of the topmost of 
these, a solitary leaf was fluttering, as if it l«Mig- 
ed and laboured to escape from the tree ; and 
(could we but suppose the ktter endowed with 
immortality as well as life) it might be thought 
the last spark of animation struggling to quit its 
frail and expiring tenement. While the rea- 
der seardies for the moral at all this, he may 
suppose nK to hare got to the bottom of the 
hill, emerged from the wood, and entered on 
the level road^ which fc^owed the course of the 
rivulet directly towards the ViUage& 

As I lounged along, a rustling in the branches 
above, and the sound of horses^ feet mingled 
with rough vmces, caught my ear ; and, lookii^ 
upwards, I saw through the openings of the 
wood, a party of mounted gens-d^armes oomii^ 
down by the very path I had just left bdiind 
me. The appearance of these military protec- 
tors of the peace harm<mized well enough with 
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when a man can follow it honestly. You have 
had good luck, Sir?^ looking at ray bag. 

" WJiy yes, tolerable.^ 

" May I ask where you have been shoot- 
ing?- 

" Wherever I could get leave, as I came 
along.^ 

^ Have you travelled far to-day, Sir?'* 

"From Brionne:*' a town about thirty-five 
miles off. 

« Diable! and a-foot ?'* 

*« To be sure.'' 

'^Egad, that's too much of a good thing 
though. I myself go a shooting sometimes, but 
a round of a couple of leagues satisfies me. Is 
that an English gun 1'*^ 

<^ Indeed it is V 

" Will you let me look at it awhile ?^ 

" Certainly." And suiting the action to the 
word, I handed him my Joe Manton, He ex- 
amined it a moment in evident admiration, and 
then ga^ it to one of his four followers, saying 
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«Hne» tike dnige cf the 

he soii; he tnd cf CMijing k jAer hit lo^ 

The »» k»k k, while I ex|n»ed sjvtf 
cSiEged fir the cmfitT, jnd nafihr apBrAJ to 
r's MiM MMiJ UM. thit JBMher cf the 



|nrty aMHud gstt bht gaBe-fai^ at ■ 
hd^. TlniB fig^ttened, I stepped ca bnfiklr^ 
flkliay TMHtTfaemga&deexcitadhy theoC- 
ca- s pans of nj Cnt validiig, «kl wander JH 
iBj A^ht jippmnt ftfigiie, I went fiorwvdb aot 
a £ttie fdened ai fi n dki^ hit eqnestaai caaBpa- 
mais dUBged to me iato a flamt trot. As I 
tamaiHjfjM d -die leader bcfcreheput has hone 
ontcf Its walk, T bbBored, and tlicn^ii k was 
mas fitn& fianiEaritT dam dwcipTm^ that two 
of tiieinfin eamein> to me, and hcst one at each 
a& cf the zoad. The cdher two apjoaoadafid 

Oassr Pf^lindj and IXie nfq|itp«iMnif iniMMny gr rMMg 

a ^aeirt cr two to Ins fftiainbThig'gatfBd Bleed^ 
touUefl lip Mwmjnftp of me, ficwBam^ xhat I was 
'flehcst fanif'i:ifcffii' he csaortBd wifli &r inaDj a 
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day. While we chattered tc^ether, and as his 
off-hand good-tempered manner rather lessened 
ray general dislike against his specie^, we ap- 
proached the first of the Three Villages ; and it 
was arranged that I should go on to the second^ 
and that we should sup together at the inn 
where he always took up his quarters, and which 
he assured me was the only decent one in the 
commune. 

As we passed along in this <»rder through 
the little street of the village, I observed many 
people come out of its populous dwellings, and 
stare upon us with various expressions of coun- 
tenance, and when we finally reached the inn, 
which was distinguished by a dangling daub 
over the door purporting to be a green, red, and 
yellow cock in the act of crowing, with the 
words " Le Reveil Matiuy'* encircling him, a 
large crowd, for such a jdace, was assembled. 
I saw many of the gazers make enquiries from 
the gens-d> {u*mes as they led their horses into 
the stable-yard, and many a stare fixed on the 
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Bd Mvtf mw€tateKd the I 
BeU flKtoa Sllfelwk pviiMB, looidi^ oiit to 
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where I was, while he went to order supper, and 
stepped up to the Mairie to shew my papers to 
the adjoint. 

I accordingly, as he shut the door, set to work 
to pass the time in the way usual in such situa- 
tions. I looked at all the coarse prints, until I 
waa well acquainted with every feature of the 
various saints, marshals, princes and criminals, 
who certainly bore a most marvellous family 
likeness one to the other. I examined as 
keenly as any trained phrenologist the plaster 
bust of Louis XVIII. which stood upon the 
mantel-pece ; and as I removed the wreath c^ 
artificial roses which had withered over the 
brows, where some royalist finger and thumb bad 
placed them, I wished that I knew enough of 
the science to find out the boss (if such exists) 
^ of wisdom in governing, that I might have 
reason to reckon on, what I hoped so fervently, 
his making the country free and happy. I do 
not know what Spurzheim might have found, 
or fancied he found, had the bust been under 
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Ins hands instead of nme^ but I knowbat 
horn I dKxiid moi look for woe I so to occupy 
fliyseif to-dw. 

A quaiter of an boor's occopatiao of tbis 
land, and die tfaoi^bts axin^ fiom it, made 
me find tbe room not Luge enoogb fiir me. I 
; tired of Its nanw mmenBonSy and wanted 
I tberefiote opened tbe window, wbidi vas 
[ about sx feet from tbe garden, and vas 
jost going to jump down, wben tbe flower-lor- 
ing loin^;ii^ gens^^anne wared bis band as if 
fiifbidding tbe morement, and on mj not ander- 
standing tbe bint, be adranced towards me, 
half drawii^ bis swoed from tbe scabbard, with 
a ciTil rajoeit that I would not oome oat under 
the penahj of its Uade findmg a dbeatb in my 
hodj. I drew back immc^ately, s upp osi n g that 
the man bad been drinking, and on opemng tbe 
door to make my exit in a more regular manna-, 
I saw to my great astooidmient a ax feet, raw- 
boned counterpart of my garden nei^ibour 
t— i^Ktig outside, swotd in band, and be genthr 
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putting his arm before me, requested that I 
would ^* do him the pleasure €i giving myadf 
the trouble to re-enter the room, as I was a 
prisoner.'* 

I made some astonished exclamation — re- 
peated his last wcnrd, I beliere— but he was 
peremptory, and I stepped back, much to the 
satisfaction of Ranger, who seemed to think he 
had walked enou^ for that day. While I 
chewed the cud of thb indignity, which it was 
rather diflScult to swallow, the lieutenant came 
back, and he anticipated the reproaches I was 
about to heap on him, by such hear^ expres- 
^ons of regret, and by such an overwhelming 
UHTent of ^x>logie8 (^cruMng my hands all the 
time between his) that I abandoned my right ci 
being angry, and took a great liking to my com- 
panion, particularly as he loosed his hold, while 
we sat down to a supper of the best the house 
afforded. 

The lieutenant tcAd me that the adj<»nt. Mon- 
sieur Faussecopie (the first mention I had heard 
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fif fab name, however old aa mufomaUaitee he 
m^ be of my leadexB) had £aiiiid ewerj dmig 
right in my praport and my hoenoe, and that 
I waa quite at fiberiy to panne the tenor of my 
wmj the next mmrong if I thought proper. 
This I aflBured him I certainly dioold do; and, 
our repast finuhed, we aepanted and letiiedy in 
great good homour with each other, to our re- 
ipectire bed^Doma. 

When I got to bed, I was kqpt a coMdenUe 
time awake by a party of noisy fdlows, w4io 
were Hwinlcing cider and bnonly in a room 
bdow, and nging and tallm^BKistboiiSeroiMly 
in honor of their harii^ gmned a kwaint Aat 
di^attheamiaeeoait of Booen. This is the 
greatest of dl victories to a Norman; and I 
have wery fittle doobt that WilEam the Fint 
would have Bttde ^^ of his eonqoest of Eog^ 
hmd m comparison with the g^osy of gsinnig a 
chancery amt, such at least as they exist in oar 
dqns. That being the case, I was fitde aor. 
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prised at the enumeration of measures of cider 
and bottles of brandy which were poured out 
on the present occasion, as I was duly informed 
by the chubby, sabotted, high-capped damsel 
who led me to my chamber, and received the 
amount of my expences overnight, it being my 
avowed purpose to start very early the next 
morning on my way to Dieppe and some of the 
interesting places in its neighbourhood. As I 
turned round at last for about the twentieth 
time, in vain endeavours to give a deaf ear to 
the merriment below, I heard the door barred 
and bolted within, and as the ejected party 
straggled off, one feUow exclaimed in a voice 
that sounded gloriously thick and liquory, ^* Go 
along then, go along I for my part Fll sleep on 
the straw in the stable here, and dream of 
Lawyer Dupr^^s beautiful argument."^ The 
others laughed at this intimation, but the fellow 
persisted, and as their footsteps died away, I 
actually heard him rustling about in the straw 
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asif be wasmikioghisbed I then £dl atleep, 
asd was mwfJke bjr ^RMDger fidung my luBid 
about six o*dock in tbe momiiig. 

As I looked out into tbe garden finom my 
vindoir, I saw the trees beautifiiDj marked 
upon the skj behind them, ererj leaf and 
fanmcfa looking fike filagree work^ iriule a brene 
was brushing over the grass, and carrying 
along with it the firaganoe crf^ the last flowers of 
the year. I sow that this was jost the morning 
fiv Banger and mysdf^andhe seemed to snnff 
the gale as if it bore to his keen nose the scent 
of aome £eecEng covey, or a lazy hare that had 
noc yet quitted her warm seat to nibble her dew. 
covered breakfast. All was therefore soon in 
ma rc hi ng order, and we descended the slurs very 
quietly, opened the street door, and walked out. 
There never was a more oomfdete picture of 
ri^MMe. Not a soul seemed stirring in the Httle 
hamlet; not a wreath c{ smoke arose from ai^ 
chimney; and the brick houses, marked with 
their u a n sv ei s e beams, and studded with many* 
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paned lattices, appeared to have no life within 
them. The crowing cock over the door of 
^^ mine inn,'** seemed to open his beak in mockery 
of the real scene; and although I knew my 
right, by previous contract, to leave the bouse 
to its fate, I was still a little anxious to give 
notice to some ai the inhabitants that I was 
going. I therefore walked round to the yard. 
There, too, it seemed as if the genius €i sleep 
had waved his noiseless pinions over the scene. 
The red-e}Fed dog lay dozing in his wooden 
house, the real cocks and hens were still on 
their roost, with their heads under their wings ; 
and a group of geese was in one comer, some 
Ijring down, some standing on one foot, others on 
two, but all fast locked. If Young*s line 
speaks truly, not one of their lids had been ever 
" suUied with a tear.^ 

Having done every thing that conscience dic- 
tated, I was trud^g away, when just as I 
passed by the stable door, which stood igar, I 
heard a sound quite in unison with this sleepy 
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T^imi, for it was a deep-^rawn snofe. I imme- 
diatdj bethought me of tbe drunken £eUow that 
had so Jong kept me awake, and I thou^t it 
but a fair letaliatioa that I should now break 
in upcm his slumbers* I accordingly opened the 
door, and there saw him Ijring stretdied upon 
his hwck on the straw of <Mie of the stalls. I 
roused him up, and with some di£5culty made 
Urn understand that I wished him to look to 
the house till the fiunily were sdning. As sooo 
as he comjHrehended me, he swore that ^< he had 
nothing to do with the house, and that he was not 
bound by any pcmt of law, as recognised by the 
Code Napolecm, to keep watch in another man^s 
premises. That he would go home, and that he 
riiould be very glad to accompany me if I was 
gcnng the same way with him.'" 

I saw that the fellow was still ovtf -abundantly 
drunk ; and as be said he lived a little bit on 
one side of the road to Diqqpe, I thou^t it 
would be rather an offer of diarity to help him 
on bis way ; and I must confess that his assu- 
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ranee of his being able to lead me straight to 
two coveys of partridges, weighed with me not a 
little. 

We set off together, but we had scarcely got 
out of the village when all the worst of his 
drunken and drowsy symptoms came on more 
violently than ever. He became deadly nek 
and pale, and withal so overcome by sleep, that 
I was absolutely forced to bear him along. He 
had just sense enough left to point out a little 
by-lane which turned off, he smd, towards the 
partridges and his home, and in thb direction I 
led him. An hour's work had not brought us 
farther than a mile from the village, and I 
almost despaired of getting the fellow on. He 
was most obstinately helpless, but I continued 
my way by this lonely lane, which terminated in 
a wood, for some time longer, hauling and pull- 
ing at my companion, until at length I was out of 
all patience, and almost wild at observing 
Ranger make a dead point in a field beside us. 
Resolved not to be utterly disappointed, I deter- 
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of birds rase, I fired X dm with badi 
bmeb, aod miaBcd li^ aad left Awmy dnj 
tew J foDDved by die rest of a bvge corcj. I, 
resotred to ksve bij l ev c ng c , iosded and pur- 
soed diem; first, faoverer, stqpfmg back to 
take a peep at inj skepiog friend, vbo presented 
a beautiful picture erf" uD^stiirbed repose. 

The coontrj oow opened out into wide com 
fiekis, and I went on rapidly orer the stubble, 
getting sereral shots. I at kst saw a cottage, 
and I ajq^iroached the door to give my intended 
infixmation, whoi a giii put out her head, and 1. 
immediately recognized her hce for a very 
pretty <Mie that I had observed the evening be^ 
fore in the crowd about the doorof the inn, when 
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I arrived in company with, or rather in company 
of, the gens-d'armes. She no sooner perceived 
me than she uttered a loud screiim, calling out 
" the prisoner, the prisoner ! The Englishman, 
the Englishman !^ and fled across the flelds, 
accompanied by a stupid looking lout about six- 
teen, with a jritchfoA in his hand. Not exactly 
liking all this, and perceiving that some embar- 
rassment might ensue if I got the reputation 
among the country people of being a runaway 
culprit, I immediately turned off towards my 
right direction, and walked as fast as I could 
do without pving a colour to the charge which 
I was not anxious to labour under. ' 

Biit in less than half an hour, as I sallied fix)m 
the wood to the cover of which I had directed 
my steps, I found myself arrested by the pre- 
sence of full fifty peasants male and female, who 
seemed to have arisen from the earth to inter- 
cept my route. They made most clamorous 
calls on me to surrender, and on my shewing a 
disposition to resist, they prepared for a genoral 
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attack. I tbefefore tlioi^;fat it wiie to make a 
parley^ ond I promued them to go quietly back 
to the Three YiUagea, prorided thqr left my 
gun immdested in my hands. Tim was con- 
ceded, and bade we went, the peasants pouring 
out horrible rqiroaches against me, and eri- 
dently restrained by the fear of the Joe Manton 
from offering rioknce to my person. • 

We were very soon joined by two of thegens- 
d'annes, who had been sent for on the first 
alarm. I was handed into their charge with 
shouts and execrations, and to my great astonish- 
ment instead <^ their immediatdy liberatiug me, 
they informed me I was accused of baring mur- 
dered a man, the fiitharof the ^1 who had 
given the hue and cry, who had been just 
discovered dead in a ditch, and who was seen to 
leave the inn m my company a coujde of hours 
before. 

I was reaUy very much shocked at this intel- 
ligence, and had it not been from indignation 
at such a charge, I should have giv^i way to 
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those emotions so natural in such a case. But 
I repressed every thing that might look like 
an compression of weakness^ while I heard the 
nearest peasants mutter to each other, *' Oh the 
hardened villain !" ** Atrocious dog !^ Ac 
During this scene the good people did not a 
moment forget their provincial peculiarity. 
They chattered away on every point connected 
with criminal law, and anticipated every form 
of my indictment, my trial, and execution. 
They oflFered with a common voice to go all 
as witnesses on the occasion ; and one veteran, 
in order to have the most striking proof of my 
guilt, proposed tiiat I should be confronted 
with the dead body. This met with unanimous 
appioval, and the gens-d'-armes consenting, we 
cut into the little lane, where the corpse was 
said to be lying in the position in which it was 
first discovered. 

As we approached the spot, and I saw my 
late unfortunate companion lying on his face in 
the ditch, a sort of compunctious thrill seemed 
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Cor a moment to abooi tfarou^ me^ and I fdt 
as if not quite joitified in haimog risked a fdkyw 
oeatoie's life fior the sake crf'a brace <^ partridges 
—but the thongtit came too late. ^ Watch him 
nowr <" Mark himwenr << Look sharp at himr 
were edioed by the by-slanders to eadi other, 
as one of them desired me to touch the dead man's 
hand* I took up <me of the dirty paws, which 
hadfdkn on one side, and hey in the diannel 
formed by a little stream. ^ Now look at your 
▼ictim^s £m» !" cried another. I therdbre turned 
the body roimd on the back, and gaaed a mo- 
mmt on his countenance. It was pale and 
death-Eke The noae^ which had in the morn- 
ing shewed a clear crimson tinge at its globular 
termination, was now a Grid purjde. The 
mouth hung open, being naturaDy of immense 
proportions. One eye was wide extended — 
but that one had been long blind tram some 
accident wbidi had contracted the lid and kept 
it from dosing; and the other, whidi when 
waking turned from its fieUow with a most 
▼oIm m* o 
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UDusual degree of obUqiHty, w^as now firmly 
sbut— a convincing pivof to me that die man 
was asleep not dead. To satisfy myself on this 
point) I put my hand to his br^st, and felt his 
heart beaiting gdUantly. Quite convinced thai 
there was nothing serious to apprehend^ and not 
being by nature averse to a joke, I put on a very 
grave tacej and turned away from the ditch. 
Shouis of conviction followed this movement, and 
they were so knid that I feared diey must have 
awakened the sleeper. I took a sly peqp at him, 
and saw that his eye-lid did nnse itsdf for a 
second, but closed again* and all was right 

In a mometit a gate wafi torn froip its hinges, 
and the sleeper laid upon it, covered with two or 
three clodcs belonging to the woman, and away 
we marehed in full proces^on for the vilkge. 
l^Vlien we reached the Mairie it wvis dght o'doek, 
and the report of the murder having gc^fe befoiie 
us, the whole of the little world was out. I, and 
the gens-d'armes, and the gale, and its buitfaen, 
and about half-4udk>zen witnesses, indtufing die 
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daughter as chief moamer, were adtnttted into 
the office; and I there found an Hl-favoured 
personage of about fifty, with greyish sleek- 
combed hair, no firotit teeth, small feline-Hke eyes, 
dressed in a green coat with large mother -of 
pearl buttons, a white waistcoat, and black pan- 
taloons, and sitting in an arm chair. This was 
Mr. Fran9pis Faussecopie. A ragged clerk 
occupied a seat at the table, which was strewed 
with blank paper, pens, and ink-stands, while a 
iigure which I need not describe, it being that 
<3f Le Chevalier de Choufleur, stood, with a 
frightful expression of countenance, and a white 
handkerchief held to his nose, at the greatest 
possible distance from the supposed corpse. 

While Faussecopie darted some keen glances 
at me, and put a few questions to the gerts- 
d^armes, a door opened, and the approach of the 
mayor was announced ; and immediately c^ne 
in, wheeled in an arm chair by a servant, en- 
veloped in a brown wadded silk gown, with feet 
wrapped in flannel, and a black silk cap on his 
o 2 
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clumsy head, the Right Worshipful Doctcn: 
Glautte. Silence being commanded by Fausse- 
copie, the proceedings began. The derk r^u- 
larly took down the depositions of the daughter 
and other witnesses, as to the body being 
found in the ditch, my having been seen last in 
company with the murdered man, my visit to 
his house (for it was his) for the supposed pur- 
pose of [robbing it, my flight and appreh^i. 
sion. 

*^ Where is the body ?^ growled Crlautte. 

" In the pomei* here, Sir," imswered the 
clerk. 

^^ Wheel me ov^r that I may examyie it,^ or- 
dered the mayor, and he was accordingly wheel- 
ed over. The cloak was raised, and Glautte 
giving one glance at the body, and the ill 
favoured countenance growing out of it, called 
put, ^^ Aye, ^ye, ^tis too true. Dead as a sloyiey 
strangled no doubt ! Carry him off, and let the 
undertaker be sent for — for I perceive that 
corpse cannot keep long.'^ 
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'' That's just what I thought— Do now like 
good fellows cany it away r cried De Choufleur, 
addressing the attendants, and presung the 
handkerchief still closer to his nose. 

^< Prisoner !^ exclaimed Faussecofne, ^' what 
have you to say for yourself ?** 

" Nothbg," replied I. 

** Grood," answered he ; " put that down" (to 
the clerk). 

<' Have you any witness to call?*^ addressing 
me again. 

*« Yes, one-" 

^' Put that answer down," said Faussecopie to 
the clerk. Then turmng to me again, << Prisoner! 
call your witness." 

No sooner had I received this command, 
than I stepped nearer and stooped down to the 
sleeping victim, and though somewhat sorry to 
di^urb him, I hallooed out with all my might 
into his ear, two or three shouts at my highest 
jntch. The necromantic spell that broke the 
rest of the sleeping beauty in the wood, could 
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not have had a finer effect* The dead man 
bounced upon his feet, opened his eye, and 
jumped up with a galvanic spring ahnost to the 
ceilings like the last movement of one shot 
through the heart. Dismay and horror seized 
upon the spectators, Faussecopie and De Chou- 
fleur, with the clerk and the wheeler sprang 
from their seats, and rushed with frightful yells 
towards the httle side door, knocking down 
chairs and tables, and completely upsetting old 
Glautte as they tumbled along. The witnesses 
screamed and rushed altogether towards the 
street entrance; while even the stout gens- 
d'armes, fellows that had braved many a battle's 
brunt, caught the infection, and burst out of 
of the room. The supposed corpse rushed after 
them, and no sooner did he present himself 
alive and well to the crowd without, than the 
affright of the multitude was coiQplete, and the 
dispersion of the whole mass presented such a 
scene 9s may be imagined not told. But to all 
this most ludicrous bustle,, the daughter formed 
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a beautiful contrast. No sooner was she as- 
sured that her fiither lived, than she flung her- 
self round his neck, with no feeling but recovered 
happiness ; and she clung to him, sobbing and 
crying with joy, in spite of all his astmiished 
eflbrts to shake her off, and gst an explanation 
of the scene. 

The affiur ended as may be supposed. Every 
one came, in a short time, to his senses. Th^ 
court resumed its dignity ; the tables and chairs 
and their occupiers were replaced in thdr pro- 
ps* podtioQs ; the crowd dispersed, an inunense 
portion of it following home the drunken dog 
so miraculously snatched from the grave; and 
they pronounced the advsiture, with one voice, 
as fit to be classed with the most wonderful of 
the " Causes Cikbresr 
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CHAPTER Xllt 

When the confusion had fairly subsided an<l 
order was restored, Faussecopie intimated to 
me with many fawning civilities, that I was free to 
depart, and having received every assurance 
that I had no further molestation to fear, and 
even an offer of one of the gens-d'armes as an 
escort on my road, which I civilly refused, I 
was just preparing to quit the office, when I 
was arrested and literally fastened to the spot 
by the entrance of one of the loveliest creatures I 
had ever beheld, dressed in a plain but most 
becoming morning costume, and accompanied 
by an old man of short stature and spare fcnm, 
but of an air and appearance most imposingly 
respectable. I need not say that I gazed oa 
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to pay the greatest appaf^tot 4efeirfBC9 UnClUuitte, 
m^ acted a3^ oepaaiou «|ifieiured to justify, as the 
4dvocst^ of whatever portjimight seem to re- 
quire hia ^d. In the present in^twce he avowed 
bimaekf as acting kt that capacity for an injured 
gentleiOfi% who^ pcngnant feelings of anguish 
at the wrong lie had suffered, quite disabled 
him from speaking in his own behalf; and to 
iUuatrate the touching picture he sketched of 
De ChoufleurV sufferings, he pointed to him 
where he ^t in a comer, hia face covered with 
his pocket handkerchief, and his toe pointed so 
as to shew hia leg in the most pathetic possible 
position. Hanriug stated the whole progress of 
the natural affection, (as he called it>) even until 
the introduction of the heretical impostor, (to 
(^I him by no worse name,) into the bosom of 
Mr. SuberviUe's family, Faussecopie next began 
to produce his proofs of Leonie'^s encouragement 
of HippoUte's passion. Among these were 
to I^ reckoned the great intimacy with the 
family, tb^ well-known approval of Mr. and 
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digdity of the court ? Mr. Adjoint^ what does 
this mean?^ 

Authority possesses so potent an influencer, 
let it be lodged in beings however contemptible^ 
that my readers must not be surprised at a pro- 
found »lence having followed this magisterial 
explonon. And Faussecopie, finding he had the 
ear oi the court, was resolved now to plunge from 
the precipice on which he saw he was standings 
and at once dash from the keen edge of the ridi- 
culous into the broad ocean of the sublime. He 
then deposited the ^'precious love tokens'' in 
the satin«wood case; and prefacing his next 
measure by some severe and pointed observations, 
that really gave to the act an air of reality, he 
drew forth three letters, which he assured the 
Maire contained the warmest expressions of 
love, and that implied promise oi marriage, 
which had induced the heart-broken Chevalier 
to daim his worship's protection, and appeal to 
the tribunals of his country for redress. These 
letters were addressed to De Choufleur, and 
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IhyVmxmeeafitftmdAemnto'MT, 
S ulmfi lle and Leone, tbej prodooed tm en- 
DoC cd J in tfaas, but oo aD the 
It 19 certimilj her haudwiiuiig, 
I eonfiesB it,* exdsnied 5Ir. SabefTiDe. Leoaie 
turned pale and trembled, not at the instant 
penetrating the plot which was tfaos laid &r her. 
*^Aje, but,* said Famccopie, ** here is the n». 
IbrtDDe. Those letters, wntteo in En^di to 
caea^ detection hj the parents of this false- 
hearted joaog ^^^tdj, are inexplicable to the 
coort exeept through the nie£iini of hersdf or 
die worthy man she has so ill treated.'* 

** Here is the EngHsfaman,* exdainied sere- 
ral Toicea from those anxrod roe. ^ He can 
nuiiipf gt them.^ 

At this proportion Faosaecopie gare a dodbt^ 
ing ^ance at Hippolite, (who had grown bolder 
and flnng ande his handkercfairf,) as modi as 
to mjj ** ytaj we Tentore ? Hare joa read 
to me tmlj?'' De Choafleor shewed a 
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tmx of great confidence, aad I was invited to 
translate the letters. I consented readily, and 
b^;an with the last of those which I have for- 
merly transcribed for my readers. 

Much interested as I had been for Leonie, 
and impressed as I was by the conviction that 
she never could have given the assumed encou- 
ragement to such a thing as HUppolite, I was 
certainly much staggered by the perusal of this 
q)istle, acknowledged to be in her hand-wriung. 
I, however puzzled by some parts of it, endea- 
voured to reconcile the difierence of idiom and 
bad spelling, and proceeded to put it into 
French, according to the best of my conscience 
and abilities^ as follows : — 

'^ Nuit et jour, matin et apr^s midi, mes pep- 
sees sont a toi. Dans TEglise ou k la prome- 
nade, dans les profondes mysteres du sommeil, 
ou en plein jour, c'est toi, mon cher, qui es 
devant mes yeux." 

"Yes, yes!" cried Hippolite, interrupting 
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tat., ^' ifr tkit jhobUl, mmi iar mmUl Uk^ 

««fa«i A ^igf- aoHB I jon. ijbiaw iiuiiBd «K Sutb- 

riiiiMiiinjiii ADiiidv ami eMsni fai«% -fOamd 
Tfitb liMimidiMiniil jMI thtst iBBdar fBBBHuns iif 
Jbni^ sad 3u» loit luoKt tluoi Mx. ^adnrsilk. 

uottf thw nrdtir wi» iiiiliMiiil. asai I 



d^ ^EtK iitft* jwtic "wtti, anw ^'*"*'***^' ia. OBSMsaBBBsat 

1 fiffluld i«aB£tii3 imudi thtf wnni?mit- iskdii- 

Ctbtiittf^j vensd « iili djffinnhg tA) Tnttmin :^iflB. 
n^Rfes {caflB jobibig. ffFnaMihlr^ ^iattad op jind 
atknxfitfid ti» «naidi the iactgr &am jm lignA. 
T<irtfar«ti^g llixt -^ I iK» a £ike And jicr^iintd 
iateqoHtks;, ladbad ^b^ Si&sTK^lk: And ike vil- 
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lainous George WUson, native of London.^ 
The startling inconsistency of this accusation^ 
compared with his praises of the moment before, 
looked so like guilt of some kind or other, that 
loud expressions of indignation were poured 
forth from the inflammable audience^ and fifty 
voices demanded that I should go on with my 
translation. Faussecopie, determined to keep 
up a shew of justice, even by the sacrifice of his 
firiend, whispered Glautte, who nodded assent, 
and I was commanded to proceed. I had now 
come to the postscript, and continued faithfully. 

" Mon cousin Alfred fait la potence ^ (here I 
was interrupted with peals louder than before,) 
^^ mais je me marierai avec vous quand mes 
desirs seront morts.*" 

The uproar of laughter was here at its height; 
when Leonie, terrified and bewildered at the 
scene, sank on a chair and hid her face in Mr. 
Sulierville^s arms, while Hippolite, in a trans- 
port of fury, jumped up on the table, snatched 
the letter, and swore that what she meant to 
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write, was whan way 
wAr to » WpptHtM^s 

Whoi he had faiiliiil^ a 
iraioet cxisd oat, ^ Hoir do joa loiofw dhe 
toMjallthat?*— ^ Who pm thoae 



asif iliwk bjrnddoi comcdoal, iftartodfroai 

the tdbfe, with 
caDed oirt, 

""Oh, gotkaan, laovaeitaD! ThbkoM 
flf theold egitmMt the welch vsed to dknte 

Sd Bot kwnr a v«d rf Eag^ ! He pro- 
tcaded to hura iheai ai, hot I ase hehai haKljr 
k^thevfaofe tradbaf hii 

he the^KkafNtf. 
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Leonie^s honest-breathed explanation struck 
upon the ears of the listeners, a shout of ii^dig* 
nation assailed De Chwfleur. He was hooted 
aS the table, and pursued with loud yells of 
disgust and reproach, as he slunk out of tb^ 
private door, under cover of Faussecopie's pror 
tectiou. This instigator of the unfortunate 
Chevalier's attempt put the best face he co«ld 
upon the matter, protesting that he was quit« 
scandalized at having been the dupe of such an 
infamous design, and forswearing De Choitfleuir 
for ever. Glautte was wheeled off the scm^, 
nearly insensible from the agitating accidents of 
the morning ; and the court was dissolved. 

Every one of the %itnesses of this hurried 
and rather extraordinary scene offered them* 
selves as a triumphant escort to Mr. Suberville 
and Leonie ; but he prudently weighed tb^ 
danger appearing as the leader of even a viiiag? 
tumult in opposition to the royalist party ^ and 
having at best little or no relish for popular ap- 
plause, he declined the complimentary atten- 
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<buiee ; and m the bjrdrtjuaders jeparaled «fid 
^vioied bsm m immifSimut with ius «uib 4ali 
ihimwii^ k^png l^^aoKes of a dw i rninn ai 
Lemae) ht midtemed «e» Jiid prafesoi^ luauctf 
dbqdr obliged bf ibj Knrioe»«Kl jQeDtkjo«a 
die liiaU if I Mijfiocall it, he iinited tut w 
msoumpmij ham to his hooie aad f^m thedaj 
with fakiL Asit hasAbi4E]rft hew a maxinwiih 
we that pepple ftiicitild aeer|3l ererj imxiVKUa^ 
thsl is w€il mem, and that does wit daili vith 
amre material occopBitianKj vkh a ptoper fetfis3|^ 
uf4MMr«a«rn little oosKqiieBae, or vilb vhat<ttr 
uwe« to that of uher^ this of Mr. StiherrilJr 
JKA ouonag withiii aov of thoie exoepticais. I 
cJMed cheerfuIJv «ith hifpropoaal^ and valketi 
nith htai and Leonk straigfat to Le Valkm. 

As aiy readers kaov the hoiue belter than 1 
did at fint sigfat, I Ui^ ivitdewstbe it; but I 
ttHHSdefiaeale the seeDevhich took place od our 
MmML We were met en eaunog the hall by 
a fi»li4ookjii^ lass, is a ti|^ boddirp, aad 
cap, about half the hei^^ of her per> 
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son, whom any one of my readers would in- 
stantly have recognized for Lisette, whose hoe 
beamed with joy that even my presence could 
not repress. She called out ^*Ah, my dear 
Miss Leonie, who do you think has arrived ?^ 

" Whoy dear Lisette?"* cried Leonie, turning 
as pale as the best burning wood-ashes, and im- 
mediately glowing as red as the selfsame sort of 
ashes when the fire is relighted. 

" Who but Monsieur Alfred ?^ answered 
Lisette. 

<^No one else ?'' faltered Leonie; but before 
Lisette could reply, a fine-looking youth rushed 
out of the parlour and embraced Leonie most 
cordially. This youth was my readers^ old ac- 
quaintance Alfred. I hope they will not look 
so dissatisfied as his cousin did, at not sedng 
any companion with him. 

** All in good time," said he to Leonie^s in- 
quisitive and anxious glance—and I say the 
same to the reader. 

" Now my dear Sir," continued Alfred ad- 
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ndt only to Mr. Suberville and his family, but 
to all the world. This was all incomprehensible 
to me^ but I shall tell things as they happened, 
fiupposing myself as wise then as I became after- 
wards, rather than confuse my readers by a 
detail of my cogitaticms and conjectures at the 
time. 

Mr. Suberville and Leonie were civil but 
rather silent; but the strange Mr. Wilson soon 
roused them to attention, by begging they would 
permit the entrance of the person who had for- 
merly usurped his name, assumed his appear- 
ance, and caused, by his frolic, such manifold 
annoyance to them. 

"Oh, then, where, where is he? Why tor- 
ture us so ? Let him come in !*" exclaimed 
Leonie. 

The word us was amusingly placed for me, as 
my readers have no doubt observed ; but all 
subterfuges of expression were rendered unne- 
cessary by the outbursting (from a closet where 
he had been placed by Alfred) of that hand- 
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liope, bam liMfyki^ to dbake haidi widi ' 



I cmaoC Jitr a m eren to dkctcfa die <oear — 
die mnports of die joang man — die ^;kated 
adlgk of LeoB^— diepknedtfitomdnKitfar 
Mr. Saberraie'-dbe nnsctiire of avkwanbes 
jiid c njiniu cnt vlikli I mjmil fiek — die fiMmBr 
0jwpidi7 ^^ Alfivd Md die nal Mr. WIbcmi— 
diesng^ii|^ jiiddaiidaig aad cnring of Liiette^ 
■idKfitjrle flo eoamioatD dl dtf vansJieMlnl 
kiadljr peMitHs of Fnnce—Jiid to erown aO, 
uie rwigiHg of Dcllty JBQ diiimpoig apttoif tae 
■kiQf*9 wluui proceeded nxm die loois abovey 
oeenptaLf as I wRenrstm fimnn out^ br die m* 
i^fided Madame Sid»TiOe. 

^ This is leaD J orenrhciiiiiiig,'" t^rWwmt^ 
Mr. SubenriOe. ^ It is afaDort too mucli^bat 
k is eatmij yrerj Cke hap pi n e i^ We nmst 
Mt," bovercr, go too ChI. I cafloot donbc die 
of tbeaecnotaoosyfir; but tcO ine, I 
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pray you, fully and frankly, who and what you 

" Who am I ?^ cried the young man — " ask 
yourself, my dear good Sir — ask her! Who 
am I, Leonie P Does not your heart tell you ? 
Who could I be but Edward Mowbray, your 
affianced husband from infancy — not bound by 
legal promises, but united by the dearest of all 
ties, by sentiment and pasdon ! Do you not 
recognize me, Sir? Look here then at these 
documents— these much^wished-for documents, 
whose want alone has kept me thus long in the 
tortures of suspense and suffering — but whose 
tardy arrival now repays me for all; esta- 
blishing my identity, and giving me the sanc- 
tion of a parentis consent to the only step 
which is now wanting jto make me wild with 
joy i''- 

« Hold, hold, Edward r cried Mr. Wilson— 
*< this is a serious moment."^ 

** And am I not serious ?V cried Mowbray, 
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of the infant couple, and he fostered the notion 
in his son with a mingled paternal and commer- 
cial pertinacity. The notion went on, as we 
know, until the knowledge of Mr. Suberville's 
ruin ; and Mr^ Mowbray being a man of the 
world, bred m a counting-house, and one of those 
really fond, but widely erring fathers, who can 
see no hope of happiness for their children, if it 
be not built on ingots of gold, felt it his duty to 
root out every thought from Edward's mind, 
that led towards the long-cherished object of his 
future views. To do this, with a youth of 
eighteen, was, we know, very difficult ; and in 
the sequel, he found it to be impossible. Ed- 
ward^s temper possessed much of that impetu- 
ous obstinacy which is allied with many noble 
traits of dii^sition, and he felt to the bottom of 
his heart, those s^itiments which he so briefly 
and forcibly uttered iid the speech recorded just 
now. These sentiments bom and nurtured in 
a spirit of romance, so natural to the high- 
minded native of a land of liberty, had gained 
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piele adept in^e liagni^r^ andapokeift wiA 
. good accent^ n 
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One of the artides of his partnership with his 
father stipulated that he should, on reaching 
twenty-one years, proceed to France to establidi 
himself in that country, as a correspondent 
branch of the main house at Philadelphia; but 
a very dangerous and prolonged illness, which 
about that time assailed his father, forced him 
to remain two years more in America. During 
all this while he resisted every temptation to 
abandon his boyish, and perhaps I may confess, 
his wild attachment ; and none but Lecmie, un- 
known, unseen, and perhaps lost to him for 
ever, by marriage, or even death — ^none other 
could make the slightest impres^on upon him.. 
He was, however, extremely guarded with his 
father, and so completely, yet gradually, had 
he declined all mention of her, that, at the mo- 
ment of his departure for France, the father re- 
joiced in the beUef that he had lost all remains 
of his early fancy. But he was undeceived be- 
fore the ship, which bore Edward away, had 
sailed out of sight of land ; for a letter, written 



1^ the btfter, and l^ with a fioend to be de& 
▼ered to hk ^Kthar inmeifiatriy after his depar- 
ture, told faim^ in a atram at once dutiful, aflec- 
tiooate, aod firm, du^ die chief impo]fle which 
induced him to quit his boose for the first time, 
sad to part with Ins only parent, was that lead- 
ing hope of his fife — ^which I need not bore 
dilate on. 

His ea^est letter firon England, idiere be 
first toadied the soil of Europe, was to the same 
effect; and when be p t ot e cJed for Paris, early 
m 181^ a t oi B BpaHi f d by Mr. Wilson, erne of 
die partners in a bouse intimately connected 
with that of Mowbray and Son, be most fiiDy 
admitted that gentleman to his oonfidoMse. By 
Us agency enquiries wore made as to the state 
of Mr. Subennlle*s drcumstances and situatioo, 
with particulars rektive to Leonie, Alfred, De 
Choufleur, and the other persons leas intimately 
connected with Le Valloo. Edward had thus 
acquired a fund of intelligence, and was deris* 
Big with Wilson some plan for gaining admit* 
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lance to tbe family, when the advisement in 
the newapapers caught their attenticm^ and it waar 
quickly agreed that Mowbray should make use 
of Wilson^s name and passport, and .disgmse 
himself as he best might, for the siqpport of bia 
assumed chiuracter. Tbe success of his strata* 
gem baa been detailed^ and he was .not a week 
under the tooi with Leonie, before be wrote 
once mcHre to his fath^^ with a vehemence that 
carried every thing befcnre it Answers to bi& 
letters ariived, but not till he. bad quitted Mr. 
Suberville^ft house, and heen more than a month' 
at Paris, eneloring hi^^ as be required, catifi- 
cates of bi9 baptism, andbis father's^fonoaalcmi- 
aent to bis marriage with Leonie, without which 
documents the cedebraUon of the ceremony could 
iu>t take place acc<Nrding to the French laws. 

Sut even iiiese papers did not allow of hi» 
immediate return to Le Vallon, for tbe repre- 
sentatimi made to the authorities subsequent to 
bis flight, the onspiciotts attaiding on it, tbe 
persecution of Mr. Suberville, and the proceed- 
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iag«» wmeOm g rerj fike outkwrjr, i^;aiiitt 
Alfred, tarmed a host of dHKoilties wliicfa it 
leqiured gremt pcnefenmoe, no maD interest^ 
and modi time to ovefeome. AB this nmj be 
wdl imdentood bj tfaoee who hare had oocuoa 
to ttruggle with the looeeoets, littkneas, and afaig- 
gidineiB that dog the iDttdirfeveii nnall mattei* 
of Frandi guf e n m ent All, however, throiigh 
the main exertions of Wilson and Ins connec- 
tions, was finally arranged. The whdle case 
WM examined into faj the prefect of the depart- 
ment, andsudia host (^ drcomstanoes came to 
fight, coRoboradre of the miscondnct of Faus- 
secopie, and the inciqpaaty of Glautte, that the 
order tar Mr. SobenriBe^s libaation, die excul- 
pation of Alfred, and the pardon of Wilson and 
Mowbrqrfor their infraction of the strict pcJice 
regulation rdatire to pasqiorts, was fiJlowed by 
a ddiberation on the pr o pr iety of disunsBing the 
mi^or, and the adjoint of the mayor of the 
cnmnnine known to me and my readers by the 
name of the Three Villages. 
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When Mowbray had finished his short re-* 
cital, and the flurry of feeling and flutter- 
ings of heart which had a^tated the party more 
or less, had subsided, the first measure of Wil- 
son, Mowbray, and Alfred, was to go to the 
Maine for the purpose of presenting themselves 
and their documents in all due form. They 
requested me to acompany them, along with 
Mr. Suberville, as a couple of criedible witnesses 
might be necessary in their dealings with such a 
slippery personage as Faussecopie. When w^ 
reached the office, we saw Glautte sitting quite 
still in his chair, while Fran9ois was pouring 
out some whispered reasoning in his ear. As we 
approached the deputy magistrate, he was evi- 
dently astonished; but recovering, in a second, 
his cool shrewdness of look, he examined the 
various papers, pronounced all to be right, ex- 
pressed his happiness at the matter having ter- 
minated so satisfactorily; and was just begin- 
nmg to read a moral lesson to Mowbray on th^ 
impropriety of his conduct, when the latter 
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abruptly bq;ged him to flsve lytmelf tfae trou- 
ble, and required him to regularly r^iister the 
first formal amKmDoement of Edward Howbray's 
and Leonie Suberville^s jcnnt engagement of 
marriage, sanctioned by the consent cf their 
respective parents in all the regular forms of 
hw. 

I hope I have not taken my readers by sur- 
pmej and that they will not consider this mo* 
mentous affiiir too hastily decided on. tncaae 
any such qualms should arise, kt me entreat 
diem to recollect that the parties ware intimatdy 
and daily known to each other for four months, 
and that the l^;al fcMinalities required a dday of 
three weeks before that 

** ConsummatioD deroutly to be wnhed**** 

UBke enough in all conscience for any coujde 
who seriously intend to marry, and who have 
method enough in their madness to remember 
that most a ppr opriate of adages, ^'ddays are 
dangerous."^ 

p 3 
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At ihis umxpQded ^n»oiu^mBaent Fausae- 
eopie posiAyiAj changed ooloiir; not that I 
vieaskto Ubel^at heart's blood of the honest 
iH^east, whidi rushes blusbin^y through the 
Inane, at ev^ geneioug impulse, or modest ab- 
lation. Fatuaeooines 8ur£(u^ shewed no such 
colouring as this; but the bile (^ hb constituticm 
set all itslAttemass afloat, and turned the yellow 
tinge of his cheek bUq a kind of tawny orange^ 
He paused, fault^ed, took up his pen, kdd it 
down l^n, opened his r^«try book* andafter 
a diake of the head which siscined to settle hi» 
pirposei and having whispered a word or two 
to his superior, who nodded consent, he ^fo* 
tested, that ^* however anxious he might be to 
give immediate attention to the natural wish of 
the amiable and respectable parties, his worship 
the Mayor felt bound to pause awhile, in o(hi» 
^deration of the unsettled claims which another 
gentlinnan put forward to the hand of the young 
Udy." 

*^ Out on his filthy claim T cried Mowbray^ 
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Btrikbg tfe table wiik hb cl«3^ 
dare you, as a magistnte, at here to talk thus? 
Take care <d yoond^ Sir. And as to your 
ptiBc^Md yonder, who doses while you act, 
neitlicr he nor yoa are aware <3i the dai^er you 
are mnmig, bom the outraged jdiliee of your 
oomtry; nor see ^ naked sword wUdi hangs 
suspended over your hedb*." 

At these wocds^ CHantte started i^ in Us 
dunr with sdrprisng ammation, cast his ey^ 
upwards, and loared out hmily, ^A naked 
swofd! Treason, treason, murder! Jaoqnes, 
JaeqneS) I say ! Wheel me out, whed me out 
of this den of tlueres — my life is beset — the 
Engfish are around me^ — ^loi^ fiye the King ! 
Ixng fire the Emperor !— Long fife the Bonr- 
boos! — Long fire the Republic I Oh, iriiere 
aml,wb6ieaml! Oh,Ohr 

With these cipifawum, growing more fidnt 
at erery faD, he sank bad^ insfiMihle in the 
chair: and while he was wheeled off, Fansse- 
eopie made the required entry in proper order; 
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and that Wiis the Itot act of official duty he ever 
performed. 

Matters now hurried quickly on* Mowbray 
swore he Would go straight to UippoUte, who 
he ascertained was at Faussecopie's apartment 
waitiiKg for night-fall to skulk off to his sea-side 
retreat We foimd it vain to oppose him, even 
had we wished it; but we thought it well to 
finish the affair* To Faussecopie^s lodgings we 
accordingly went ; and it was arranged that Mr. 
Wilson should enter first, and demand a formal 
recantation of the abusive par9graph insated in 
the neni^papers against his naqoe, though not 
actually meant for him. We walked in the 
anti-room while he entered ; and we could rea*. 
dily distinguish £x)m poor Hippolite^s faltering 
tone, as he replied to Wilson'^s demand, that he 
shook in every joint. Thinking, however, from 
Wilscm^s calmness, that he might venture to be 
stout, or something approachiilg to it, he re- 
fused any recantation, sajring that he had no ii^ 
tention of injuring Mr. Wilson; but that ho 
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would heap with the utmost odium, the Tillain 
who assumed his name and appearance, and who 
fled fn»n the chastisement that he panted to in^ 
flict on him. At these words, Mowbray burst 
into the room, followed by Mr. Suberville and 
myself. When Hippolite saw him, he looked 
with incredible velocity right and left, as if he 
balanced whether to throw himself out of the 
window, or dart up the chimney; but Mow- 
bray^s rajud advance decided him to take a safer 
movement, and he betook himself to his old and 
favourite attitude ci supplication. He threw 
himself oa his knees and on Mowbray'^s mercy 
— and I need not dwell an the rest. He signed 
not only a full recantation of his aspersions on 
** Greoige Wilson, native of Lcmdon," but also 
an ample disavowal of all his claims on Leonie ; 
he gave up the fabricated love-letters, ^ well as 
the *^ precious tokens," to use Faussecopie's 
phrase, on tHe possession of which, his asser^ 
tions had also beai founded : and to put a finish- 
ing-stroke to his meanness, he turned voluntary 
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approver against his accomplice Faussecopie; 
and being in the confessing vein, betrayed the 
whole secret of their clandestine tricks upon the 
Revenue. 

Armed with these <* Imef," but very strong 
*' authorities,'' we all retired ; and Mr. Suber- 
ville was in the very act of declaring bis int«i» 
tention of preparing a whole statement of Faus« 
secopie's conduct to be fotwarded to govern- 
ment, when a messenger met us in great hastcj 
demanding the immediate presence of Mr. Su- 
berville at the Maine, where the prefect had 
just arrived for a special purpose, and where 
death, in his own proper person, was performing 
the same operation upon Doctor Glautte, which 
X>octor Glautte had so frequently perfcHrmed 
(during his profes^onal practice,) on many a 
poor patient. ' 

We forthwith retraced our steps to the Mairie% 
and were recdved by the prefect^ a venerable 
and respectable looking man, who advanced to- 
wards Mr« Suberville with a gracious and oor-r 



dial demeanour. He had received {torn govenw 
Qdent the final direeUom that Glautte and Faus- 
secopie should be superseded if, upon minute 
enquiry, he was satisfied oi their demarit ; and 
he was <NNlered to proceed to the spot for the 
purpose of examining the affair, announcing 
their dismissal^ if such aboiM be his deci»on, 
and repladi^ them for the preset by individuals 
of his choice, until definitive measures could be 
adopted. This bdng the foortunate moment to 
clinch the fate of Fausseoopie, and his worthless 
superior, Mr. Suberville detailed his evidence 
with great clearness, and De Choufleur, sum-* 
inoned for the same purpose, deposed to his 
former confessions. The prefect was prompt 
in his proceedings. He called in Faussecopie, 
and announced to him in no pleasured or minc^ 
ing phrase, his dismissal from the trust he had 
abused. Faussecopie endeavoured to reply^ 
and in proc^ of his worthiness, betrayed the un^ 
happy, and, as he thought, djring Doctor, by 
offering to produce his kttor ofiering dl^anoe 
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to Napoleon during the hundred days, held 
back, as Faussecopie protested, only through 
his interference and fidelity to the Bourbons. 

The prefect asked him for the letter, which 
he accordingly produced ; but it could not escape 
the keen eye of Mr. SuberviUe^ who examined 
it with the prefect, that two or three slight 
changes in phraseology were evidently in the' 
hand writing of Faussecopie. Not recollecting 
these, which were done in an habitual movement, 
no doubt, as he first read 61autte*s scrawl pen 
in hand, he was, probably for the first time in 
his life, taken off his guard, and he confessed 
the fact. But in reply to the prefect's demand 
why he failed to infma the government of the 
measure of which he avowed his disapproval, 
he rq)lied that gratitude towards Glautte had 
been his motive for concealment. ^^ Gratitude^ 
base man ! ^' exclaimed the indignant prefect^ 
riinng from his seat, ^^ How durst you pro£nie a 
name so sacred ! No, it is too late— nothing can 
save you from well-merited disgrace. Retire 
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from my presence, and hold yourself ready to 
enter into the amplest account of your two 
years^ conduct in the execution oi the sa<n^ 
office of magistracy, which, like our blessed 
religion, cannot suffer pollution from th^ vileness 
of its ministers." 

" Monsieur le Prefet, hear me,** cried Faus« 
secopie in a canting tone, ^^ revmng as I do the 
throne and the altar^ — 

** Impious miscreant, away ! "' reiterated the 
prefect, *^ or you will force me to proclaim your 
baseness by calling in the arm of the poUce to 
rid me <^ your presence ! ^ 

The miserable culprit walked out, and, fur- 

nidied with a passport agned by himself, he 
quitted the village that evening, and has never 
sincb, I hope, been heard of in its neighbour-i* 

hood. 

De Choufleur was steaUng off by anothar 
door, near which he had been snuffling and 
crying during the whole of this touching scene, 
but the prefect stepped him by calling out 
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" Chevalier de ChoUfleur, listen ! you have dis- 
graced the order to which you belong ;" (here 
Hippolite put the opposite flap of his coat over 
his red ribbon) "you have sullied your noble 
blood," (every drop of it rushed up into his face) 
" but your confessions may claim some indul- 
gence. Unfortunately we have now no Bastille 
in existence, where a man of birth and ntuation 
might be quietly shut up and punished without 
publicly degrading his family and rank. You 
ipay therefore escape both punislnnent and ex- 
posure, I shall lay your case before the king. 
In the meantime retire to your residence, keep 
quiet, and repent.'' 

" Oho ! oho ! oho ! " sobbed Hippolite as he 
stole away ; and that bitter tone was the last of 
his that I ever happened to hear. The prefect 
resolved to suspend all decisions on the affidr of 
dlautte, as his death might save the necesnty 
of his disgrace ; but Glautte bad not the least 
intention of dying. He certainly had a fresh 
paralytic stroke, and was subsequently r^laced 
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by a new mayor, a lespectalkie inhalHtant ci 
one <^ the villages ; but fix' augfat I know he still 
lingo^ onin his miserable dead-and-alive state, 
without exciting the least r^;ret, and scarcely 
the least commiseration from the inhabitantak 
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CHA^TEll XlV. 

The three probatioDary weeks, between the 
legal public engagement and the union of the 
lovers, were passing rapidly over, and I heartily 
participated in the sunshine of ^enjoyment which 
was thrown around all; for even Madame 
SuberviUe had shaken off Hippolite, and was 
quite reconciled to his rival. I had dropped in, 
as it were, so aptly into the scene, that my pre- 
sence seemed necessary to its completion, rather 
than an intrusion on the chief ac^ot^'; and while 
they, on their parts, seemed pleased to consider 
me in the light of one of those casual pieces of 
good luck, familiarly called a God-send ; I, in 
my old way, could not help getting deeply inter- 
ested, and striving to be intimately informed in 
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The castles, cottages, carriages and other 
construcdons, which were built in the air during 
a fortnight, were very delightful, and fit to be 
occupied by such enthusiasts as Edward and 
Leonie. But they were every one shaken to 
their foundations one morning, by the westerly 
wind, whidi blew a gallant vessel into one of the 
French ports, with a letter for Mowbray, direct 
from Philadelphia. The plans of the lovers 
had been hitherto all along running on the 
happiness of being settled, and established 
finally at Rouen, in completion of Mr. Mow- 
bray^s plans, with Le VaUon for their coimtry 
house, laid out and decorated according to their 
own tastes, and Mr. and Madame Suberville 
passing with them tranquilly the remainder of 
their days — I had written yearSy but it is 
better to count in the coin most likely to be 
within the reckoning of mortality. Both the 
old and the young couple were well pleased 
with these plans, and it never occurred to them 
that their arrangements were subject to the 
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command, knowing that in giving it the form of 
a request, he ensured its amplest and most im- 
mediate fulfilment* 

This caused great and sudden grief to all the 
parties except Edward, and even he felt strongly 
for the unhappiness about to be inflicted on Mr. 
Suberville and his wife. Madame wept plen« 
teously on this occasion, but Mr. Suberville 
smothered all appearance of emotion, and was 
the first to say to Leonie and Edward, " You 
must go." I was present at this scene, and I 
was certmnly astonished at his apparent indif- 
ference ; but I found afterwards that his feelings 
resembled fliifts, which, though possessing cold- 
ness and hardness more than common, yet, 
when struck upon by the proper metal, send 
forth sparks of a brighter flame than softer sub- 
stances may emit. 

To get fast to the end of my story, Leonie 
and Edward were married ; and, a week after- 
wards, having taken leave of Madame Suber- 
ville^ who was cheated mto a belief that they 
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old man's breast. In this way we went on 
wearily, and at the close of the day we reached 
Havre. The town was in a great bustle, and 
almost all the inns quite full. For five weeks a 
constant wind had been blowing directly into 
the harbour, totally preventing the departure 
of any one of the many ships that had been 
gathering both during and before that period. 
One hundred and fifty sail were thus weather- 
bound, and many a prayer was daily sent up by 
the pious, and many a curse muttered down- 
wards by the profligate expectants of a change; 
the one party invoking a favorable breeze, 
and the other execrating its delay. 

On the evening of our arrival there was a 
more than ordinary sensation excited, in conse- 
quence of some symptoms which pretty certainly 
announced a change of wind. Many re>em- 
barkations took place, and the ships and the inns 
were mutually in a bustle. We got bad accom- 
modations with much difficulty ; and the night 
passed over heavily enough. When morning 
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dawned all was in modoo, for the wind had 
really shifted to a fin^oraUe point, and erery 
hand in the ntnneroas fleet was employed in 
making ready for the torn of the tide, which 
was to take pfawe at nine o*dock. During this 
period the quay was a scene of indescribable 
oonfuaoo. What with loaifing of baggage, 
puDii^ of ropes, weighing of andors, bending 
of sails, shouting oo board the ships, and an- 
swering uproar firom the porters^ boatmen and 
sailors on shore, and pamwngirt hurriedly em- 
bvking, one might hare thought it impossible 
that all these elements of disorder could erer 
subside into a cafan; and it seemed full as difB- 
cuk that feehng and sentiment should in such a 
:ioene find space or leisure for expresnon. Yet 
during this bustfii^ intenral what scenes of heart- 
felt sorrow did I see displayed, from objects 
that seemed to stand isolated and unobserr- 
edbyaDthe rest, who each followed the impulse 
of their own emodoos, unnoticed in their turns. 

It is needless to dwell here on the painful pic« 

a 2 
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ture represenled by the mass of mourners, who 
threw such a shade of sorrow over the other- 
wise animated soeae. But of all the groups of 
wretchedness whidi caught mj view, none pos- 
sessed for me such acute interest as was natu- 
rally excited by the observaition of Mr. Suber- 
ville and Leome. All the tenderness of her 
heart was called forth. All other feelings 
seemed swallowed up in her grief at parting 
with her benefactor, her protector, her more 
than father ; she clang to him weeping, while 
her husband bueded himself in embarking all 
their effects, and in consoling Lisette, who sat 
sobbing on the deck. But Mr. Suberville was 
the principal olyect of attraction. For Leonie^s 
grief had a certain solace in the buoyancy of 
young delight, m the varied scenes of life just 
opening on her view, and above all in the ardent 
love of the partner wlio was to tread those scenes 
with her. For Mr. SuberviDe there was no 
hope to cheer him up after this sad hour. No 
youth, no change, no children to revive the 
spirit of early life, and hold forth a promised 
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far its dedne. Bfank Md dcaoble, ad 
thsi the worU coatoKd at brigbtom or joy 
secoMd now rceeifiiig frooi hnB, Bad the pitikai 
tide that jmt bcgm to fov mwmj^ ww fike tooK 
about toarrjmK the sti^ 
ofhiBoldage. Hefehantbia^IaM 
Mire, far he looked it; and wfa3e he daipcd his 
arvs euiiv lUMTctjr iuuihI LeoiBe*9 Becky I tav 
bin wepy at if be had beeo aD bis fife a weeper, 
akfaoiigfa he oerer perhaps had bad a wet tyt 
befare that wretched daj. 

Tras was doc to UHt jonger. Mowfan^ bad 
taken bis aHOilj fiveweO of us aD, Lcooie had 
giren me her gr atefu l and fricadlj aifieo, and 
had wansFf eabtaccd Alfred whan dbe loved 
so weO ; but At scS stood chwprd in the arms 
that bad so oft cuilaaf J her, bat nerer m thej 
«fid BOW. The sids were aO set, the crew is 
their Tarioas poakions, the nasCcr at the bdn ; 
repeated adis, nnattended to bj the dEcted 
Sobenraie, who was ksiag bv aD, and the 
I w a rn, who fargot that 
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ifae lud aught kft fbeiide, reaoutided in the «ir, 
ami ihe«hip was swuigbig firom the lost cable 
Aal held it lo the pier, when Mowbray leaped 
•D the qiMgr^noemove, and goatching hU wife 
finom ''the arms :that wwe entwined leund h^, 
•prang with h«* again on board, and Mr. 6u- 
benritle sunk almost exhausted into Alfred's 
arms and mine. In a moment moore the ship 
was under sail, and we suppcxrted the (^ man 
nmcntdngly back to the inn. 

It is not for me to pourtray his after feelings. 
Eadi reader will judge of them perhaps (bad 
as is the rule) by those which would have 
aoiuated himsdf. For my part I was am- 
vinoed at the time, that the blow had struck 
t4M> stiongly on his heart ever to be recovered, 
and deejay commiserating his woe, I could not 
continue its obsarvation. AU my own arrange- 
ments for qiutting the plaee having been com- 
pleted, I bedeiarewdl to the poor sufferer, for 
such indeed he was, and after a hearty aad 
inendly4eavo«taking with Alfreds I threw my 
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kMpuck mcxom Majf AoBldms took my gm 
uader oqr vaa, cdkd Bwigrr to mj bed, jad 
icalktfl Mray froai the pboe. As I psned over 
the groiBKl ao kftely the «eoe <if sadi auDHCiao, 
there was scnvely a KvkK olgect pereeivdUe. 
The irfiole pnpnlatinn seepsed to have cxowded 
towards the pier, IbUowiog s» Cur as they coidd 
that multitude of gaUaBt wcskIs going n|idiy 
befiooe the wind. Four or five buelyatmredfaaribs 
lay lubberiike in the docks, but not ao mwrfi 
asas taeam gi finttiqwdfipmthem to speak them 
^thingsoflifieu*' J hmiBd seaiwda, but not by 
the oommon tcack, fori needed silence, if not 
and I nmmted the Sleep Mccnt wb:h 
idbove the town, and smuggled nonas the 
hills that ovedook the ooett^ towaids the lovely 
glen in. which the viHngr d ^idsiasf rqwses. 

When I icnched the topmoat levd, and thiew 
(h»wn my unobstructed gaae upoa the brand 
oeom, I beUd m glonoos view indeed. The 
oauve eiqpBoee was ns anmoth as g^aas. Nota 
wmkle was visflile on its aoRne five. 
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looked as we might fancifully suppose it to have 
appeared in the first hour of its creation, in the 
early innocence of the world, ere its surface wai 
heaved up into boisterous waves, or sullied by 
the wrecks^and wretchedness which the winds and 
the earth sent over it. Widely spread upon this 
liquid plain was the majestic fleet, the whitfe 
sails looking like a watery encampment; for 
where I stood no motion was visible in the 
ships, nor was their progress to be distinguished 
on the vast surface where they seemed to stand. 
They nevertheless moved on, and while they 
pursued their steady yet imperceptible career, 
I threw myself on the sheltered bank of scanty 
herbage. There I lay for hours musing on the 
scene, fanned by a soft breeze, which felt like 
the touch of velvet ; listening to the murmur of 
the tide, that seemed hke the rippling lisp 
of its earliest voice; and watching the white- 
wreathed waves, which sank so softly on the 
sand, that they appeared like snow-flakes tnelt- 
ing into its mcnstened breast. 
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Little hf Etde die ieet was dknlTuqt (nm 
mj gase; yet the ooofiiaed and flhadovy fanM» 
of the §b^ were all the while visUcs but they 
seemed to die awi^ fran my sight, as a 4^;ht 
of wild twanB wUch the o be c ifie r follows ia the 
beareiu, tiU he can only mark their fiidiiift 
forms like die fragments of dim and ^stant 
elouds. Without wholly forgetting the more 
peculiar objects of my int^-est, Mowbray and 
Leonie, vanidung thus away, my mind took a 
range for whose locality not even the wide ex- 
tent before roe was enough. It wandered fkr 
across the ocean, to rest on those distant shores 
where Edward and his young bride were going 
to pass long years of love and joy ; and I 
thought of the many men who in that very fleet 
were abandoning their native Europe, to dare 
die perilous trials of Transatlantic life. I 
imagined those adventurers in their youthfVil 
enthuaaan, ^ving up every tie of nature, the 
whole earth before them " where to choose ^* — 
not a resting-place — ^for a young and ardent 
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niiad has no right to dream of indolence and 
dignify it with the name of repose — ^but whereon 
to plant the foot of enterprize and raise the arm 
of independence. I ran over all my old reason- 
ing on this serious subject, and exclaimed to 
myself as I stood on the heights of Ardaisse, 
" No, let others seek in the New World to 
realize the hopes of their ambition; but let 
him who feels possessed of industry, integrity, 
and even common powers of mind, who can 
battle with the heardessness of men in their 
general relations with each other, and value the 
warm worth of individual regard ; who can bear 
up against the disappointments incident to 
human life in every clime and country, the false 
promises of the great, the faint prsuses of the 
little— let such a man grapple bravely with that 
magnificent monster, the civilized world, and he 
will find enougli of honor, faith, and goodness, 
to cheer him in his struggle, and amply repay 
him for all his pains.'' 

These opinions . did not, however, suit with 
Alfred Suberville's turn of thought. He panted 



THE VOU^E AU BLANC. 347 

for America, and felt Europe too narrow for the 
free breathing of his mind. He gave uninter- 
rupted and tender attention to his uncle, and to 
his aunt as well, during her lifetime, which ter- 
minated about two years after Leonie*s depar- 
ture. Mr. Suberville then at last yielded to the 
arguments of his nephew, the pressing solicita- 
tions of Mowbray and Leonie, and the secret 
wishes of his heart; and seeing his beloved 
country rapidly sinking back under new in- 
fluences, to that state which all liberal men had 
hoped was never to return, he converted his 
little property into cash, and sought in the arms 
of his long-loved Leonie a pillow for his old age, 
and in the seil of a free country a resting-place 
for his bones. 

Edward Mowbray and his wife were received 
by his father with the warmth of an affection 
that only ceased with life. His complaint had 
taken a serious turn, and after some lingering 
months of mixed enjoyment and suffering he 
died, leaving all his fortune to his son. It was 
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then that renewed attempts were made by 
Edward and Leonie to induce Mr. Suberville to 
join them with Alfted. He did so; and Mow- 
bray^ abandoning trade for ever, and indulging 
a long-cherished desire of more expanded pur- 
suits, retired far from the bustling scenes of life, 
and has been fot some time the proprietor of 
whole tracts of country on' the fertile shwes of 
the Mississippi. There, with his beloved Leonid, 
the venerable Suberville, the warm-hearted 
Alfred, and a rising family of children, he 
already marks the realization of his proud 
thoughts. He sees himself the founder of a 
race which may yet spread far across the west, 
atod look back to him in after-generations, with 
the dim yet powerful reverence which men give 
to the earliest recorded source of their mingled 
misery and joy. 

THE KND. 
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